Eek National Archives Archives nationales 
of Canada du Canada ki 


General Guide Series 


REET 


> 


Government 
Archives 
Division 


2 oh FRE: 


SASSI ESR 


ae 


Sei 7 


ae, 


ONALES 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2022 with funding from 
University of Toronto 


https://archive.org/details/31761115507436 


(oveenmen; 
Pyb ie tons 
General ee 


Guide Series —__ 


Government Archives Division 


Compiled by 


Cynthia Lovering 


With an Introduction by 


Terry Cook 


a National Archives _ Archives nationales 
of Canada du Canada 


Canadian Cataloguing in Publication Data 
National Archives of Canada. 

Government Archives Division 

(General guide series) 

Text in English and French with French text on inverted pages. 

Title on added tp. : Division des archives gouvernementales. 

2nd ed. --cf. Foreword. 

Previously publ. separately under titles: Federal Archives Division. Public Ar- 
chives Canada, 1983 ; and, Machine Readable Archives Division. Public Archives 
Canada, 1984. 

DSS cat. no. SA41-4/1-1-1991 

ISBN 0-662-58186-5 : free 


1. National Archives of Canada. Government Archives Division. 2. Public records-- 
Canada. 3. Archives--Canada. I. Lovering, Cynthia. I. Public Archives Canada. Federal 
Archives Division. III. Public Archives Canada. Machine Readable Archives Division. 
IV. Title. V. Title: Division des archives gouvernementales. VI. Series: National Archives 
of Canada. General guide series. 


CD3623.N37 1991 354.710071°46 C91-099203-7E 


Cover: Parliament Buildings, c. 1880, showing the original Centre Block completed in 
1878 and destroyed by fire in 1916. Photograph by Samuel McLaughlin, photographer 
for the Department of Public Works (detail). (C-3760) 


This publication is printed on alkaline paper. 


National Archives of Canada 
395 Wellington Street 
Ottawa, Ontario 

K1A 0N3 

(613) 995-5138 


© Minister of Supply and Services Canada 1991 
Cat. No.: SA41-4/1-1-1991 
ISBN: 0-662-58186-5 


Table 
of Contents 


BN a i a NE aia Tava ices il Re i dalle tec 
PEIRCE Re cise ee ARE reas agree cc tditsenetinaetetetsaibeesks 


1 Profile of the Government Archives Division 


3 Holdings of the Government Archives Division 
INGUGTS AN USS ORT Was Ao HUIS 21s eats desc tessecs tata tte ext cuvaitosnes 
Record Group. Boies in NumericalOnden, ns sivcptesecasnsssnante<xaee 
DUDIOCE NIGER TO RECORD Gis soos secceoecsechttes car vlensatsencnecseneees 
Alphabetical Index 1o RECO GinOUns .o.stetyherastarxetttenensaticenieas 


Appendix 
|Rtle) ble la) poh Serena 28 EPIRA SAS Ee ed a 


“I GO WwW NY -& 


iil 


Ms 


‘= “pore secretin mca 
pporecaa 


a | ¥ pe ar 


ee ee , 


ene 
os m6 F a + asi Ae SESE sie f 7 


_— a 
pe BOS 


ve —, 
t pee ie ct ed (> R —EP-t—> — ood © Nii tow ate 
smethety ik mpwli 2 hates 0 at elena > 


iy a nes ae Oe ee ee fre mi rat 
tc? meft-41 steep doe ame SY , ‘ie eee 

7 
&? OR een eh m2 ey a ae it: Sue hs ‘4 asetid: n° 


Sere res 50) witeecmehal a 


7 Pe , Saad arvic asm & une ; } 

Ob. 2 a a eet ol oe ee 

a ie yc ta : 

the Laewerd. ee ee ee 7 

a 

| Re 

Ti Twigs oF O08 Chr eto 

er? tll eR ame 8 ap at te aoe ate < ened et ‘ a 

a 7 "an! 

yess _ : 

Ory earn : ; 

Cah, 58 

oe 


Foreword 


Since 1872, the National Archives of Canada has been acquiring a vast 
collection of archival records. Recently, the quantity of documents has 
been doubling every decade, while the diversity of material has become 
more and more pronounced, especially with the introduction of new 
technologies and new media for recording information. 


Almost 40 years ago, the National Archives of Canada began a 
comprehensive program of preparing inventories and finding aids in 
order to inform researchers and other interested people of the documen- 
tation available and to make access to it easier. In some cases, the 
National Archives has sought to involve other Canadian institutions in 
this endeavour so that union catalogues covering almost all significant 
archival records could be produced. 


Although this program has succeeded in describing a substantial 
portion of the National Archives’ documentary resources, and although 
microfiche and published guides to more important records and series 
are available, the general public, researchers, and even Canadian ar- 
chivists have difficulty obtaining a relatively accurate and complete 
overview of the enormous quantity of documents held by the National 
Archives of Canada. 


It thus seemed useful, in fact necessary, to publish a brief descrip- 
tion of the resources and services available to users of the Archives as a 
first step to using its holdings. Issued collectively under the title General 
Guide Series in 1983, convenient volumes containing descriptions of 
both private and public records at the National Archives were prepared 
by each division of the Historical Resources Branch. This is the second 
edition of the Series. It combines and updates earlier separate volumes 
on the Federal Archives and Machine Readable Archives Divisions to 
reflect the 1986 reorganization at the National Archives, which effected 
the amalgamation of these two divisions, and the tremendous growth of 
archival government records in the eight intervening years. 


I wish to thank Eldon Frost, Director of the Government Archives 
Division, and his staff, and the Communications Division of the Public 
Programs Branch for contributing to the preparation and publication of 
this new Guide. 


Jean-Pierre Wallot 
National Archivist of Canada 
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Preface 


The Government Archives Division permanently preserves those textual 
and electronic records of the federal government which have long-term 
value. The holdings of the Division form the collective memory of the 
national government and are essential to its continued effective opera- 
tion. The functions of the Division are to select, preserve, describe, and 
make available to the public these historically significant records, in 
accordance with the appropriate legislation. 


Earlier versions of this Guide were published as part of Historical 
Records of the Government of Canada in 1978 and 1981, and as the 
General Guide Series 1983 — Federal Archives Division and for the 
Machine Readable Archives Division. This new Guide has been revised 
and updated. It will serve to familiarize researchers, government offi- 
cials, and the general public with the nature of the Division’s activities 
and to provide a brief description of the textual and electronic govern- 
ment records in its custody. The first two parts outline the Division’s 
activities and organization, and the concepts which have been developed 
to arrange original documentary material, as well as the services and 
reference aids offered by the Division. The third part explains the nature 
of the entries in the main body of the text and how to use this Guide to 
prepare for research in the Division’s holdings. The main text consists of 
entries for each record group. Each entry includes a description of the 
records and a short paragraph explaining the principal functions and 
administrative historical background of the department or agency. This 
information should enable the reader to understand better the nature of 
the records and the administrative relationships between the various 
agencies represented by record groups. 


This publication would not have been possible without the efforts 
of present and previous staff members who have collected and described 
the archives of the federal government. Unlike previous ones, this 
edition’s record group entries have been written by the archivists in the 
Division, many of whom also edited and provided comments on the text. 
Cynthia Lovering coordinated the publication. Terry Cook wrote all the 
introductory sections. The administrative histories often follow closely 
or build upon those prepared by Glenn T. Wright and Terry Cook for 
previous editions, and also reflect earlier work by Katharine Gavrel and 
Walter Meyer zu Erpen on machine-readable records. 


Eldon Frost, Director, 
Government Archives Division 
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1 Profile of 
the Government 
Archives Division _— 


Responsibilities 


The Government Archives Division is responsible for the appraisal, 
selection, custody, preservation, and specialized reference of the un- 
published historical records of the Government of Canada. Its mandate 
includes all textual (paper), micrographic, and electronic records created 
by the federal government judged to have archival or historical value. 
Special collections of government architectural, cartographic, pictorial, 
photographic, and moving image and sound records are not included. In 
meeting its principal responsibility, the Division ensures that all depart- 
mental files and electronic records are examined, identifies those records 
with actual or potential research value, and arranges for their transfer to 
the Historical Resources Branch on a regular and continuing basis. To do 
this, the Government Archives Division works closely with the staff of 
the Government Records Branch of the National Archives of Canada as 
well as with officers of the various departments and agencies of the 
federal government. Records that have enduring legal, financial, eviden- 
tial, or proprietary value to the government itself are retained permanent- 
ly by the Division. Records are also selected for permanent retention if 
they document significantly the creation and implementation of acts, 
policies, and programs of a department (including their development and 
their impact on the public), or the internal operations and organizational 
structure of a department (including sources of ideas and methods of 
decision implementation). Finally, records are kept if their informational 
value is judged significant for research purposes; this is especially true 
for electronic records. Using these criteria, the Division attempts to 
identify and preserve records essential to both government officials and 
private researchers and to our collective memory as a nation. 


Once the records have been selected for permanent archival reten- 
tion, the Division conducts research and prepares suitable inventories, 
finding aids, and electronic records documentation packages in order to 
provide in-person public service and specialized reference, and to 
answer telephone and written inquiries concerning the records in its 
custody. The National Archives also attempts to ensure the conservation 


of its often fragile Divisional holdings through protective microfilming 
and physical restoration, as well as by timely rewinding and copying of 
magnetic tapes. 

In addition to government institutions subject to the National 
Archives of Canada Act, the Division acquires and makes available 
records of the federal judiciary, Parliament, Commissions of Inquiry, and 
other selected federal institutions. With the accelerating pace of goven- 
ment decentralization, the Division is also assessing the historical value 
of regional and field office records of the federal government all across 
the country. 


The holdings of the Government Archives Division comprise over 50 
kilometres of textual records, 19,000 master negative microfilm reels, 
and more than 2,000 data files. They document all aspects of Canadian 
history from the eighteenth century to the present. Ranging from cen- 
turies-old priceless Indian treaties to yesterday’s computer file 
documenting the condition of the environment, from records created in 
the central Cabinet room of the government to those in its remotest field 
offices, from the highest level policy document to the lowest level 
micro-data on individual Canadians, from documents crucial to protect- 
ing the rights of citizens against official wrong-doing to information 
essential to every field of academic and heritage research, the Division’s 
acquisition activities have resulted in a rich collection which attracts 
thousands of researchers every year. 


The Division’s holdings include dockets, files, letterbooks, reports, 
Surveys, databases, registers, indexes, and similar types of written, 
typewritten, and electronic documentation. Individual photographs, 
posters, maps, plans, and printed items, if on the original file, are also 
normally retained in the Division’s custody. Separate and easily identifi- 
able blocks of other forms of government records, however, are trans- 
ferred to or collected directly by other divisions of the Historical Resour- 
ces Branch responsible for such records: photographs, paintings, 
drawings, and posters by the Documentary Art and Photography 
Division; maps, plans, and engineering and architectural drawings by the 
Cartographic and Architectural Archives Division; and oral history, film, 
and radio and television broadcast items by the Moving Image and 
Sound Archives Division. The careers of government officials are docu- 
mented in the private papers of prime ministers, cabinet ministers, and 
senior public servants in the Manuscript Division, which also acquires 
"ministerial records" as defined in the National Archives of Canada Act. 


The records of a few pre-Confederation government agencies, such as 
those represented by the records in Record Group (RG) 1, 4, 5, and 8, 
and parts of RG 7 and 14, are also the custodial responsibility of the 
Manuscript Division. 


When the Canadian government appointed an Archivist in 1872, he had 
no responsibility for the records of the federal government, which would 
normally have been the major function of a national archives. For a long 
time, the Archives Branch (as his unit within the Department of Agricul- 
ture soon became known) for many years confined its activities to 
private papers and records of the governments of France and Great 
Britain relating to Canada. Yet the preservation of federal government 
archival records was not entirely ignored. In 1873, a Keeper of Records 
was appointed in the Department of the Secretary of State to arrange the 
official and historical records of the Government of Canada. For many 
years this official devoted his time to indexing the records of Canada 
East and Canada West. 


Growing concem over the lack of a uniform system of records 
keeping, coupled with losses of older records in several disastrous fires, 
prompted the federal government to form a Departmental Commission 
on Public Records. As a result of its investigations, the Commission 
recommended in 1898 that the activities of the Archives Branch of the 
Department of Agriculture, the Records Branch of the Department of the 
Secretary of State, and sundry other records offices, be centralized in one 
agency. This was done in 1903 when an Order-in-Council made the 
Archives Branch responsible for public records as well as private 
manuscripts. The national archives would collect not only the official 
and historical records of the national government, but also documents of 
private individuals and institutions having national historical sig- 
nificance, as well as select records of foreign governments relating to 
Canadian history. This concept was enshrined in the Public Archives Act 
of 1912 which established the Public Archives of Canada as an inde- 
pendent agency responsible for "public records, documents and other 
historical material of every kind, nature and description..." 


Perhaps because of the emphasis on private records in the old 
Archives Branch before 1903, "public records" remained a low priority 
in the new institution for many years. A Royal Commission on Public 
Records, appointed in 1912, recommended two years later that no 
government record be destroyed without the approval of the Treasury 
Board, and that all historical government records must be transferred to 


the Public Archives of Canada. Despite this hopeful sign, however, 
restraints imposed by two world wars and the Depression postponed the 
realization of such an orderly, efficient system of records management 
until the 1950s. For example, bills brought before Parliament in 1927 
and 1936 seeking to extend the role of the Archives in the field of 
government records, even to the point of the possible creation of a 
separate Public Records Office, failed to win approval. 


With World War II came the rapid proliferation of goverment 
programs and an accompanying growth in the volume of paperwork. 
This set the stage for important changes in the management of public 
records. An interdepartmental Public Records Committee was estab- 
lished in 1945, a forerunner of the Advisory Council on Public Records 
set up in 1966. Both bodies offered advice on the storage, microfilming, 
general management, and orderly disposal of federal government 
records. The comerstone of this process was records scheduling. This 
increasing emphasis on the proper management of public records helps 
to explain the government’s negative response to the recommendation of 
the Royal Commission on National Development in the Arts, Letters, 
and Sciences (Massey Commission), part of whose work was the ex- 
amination of the Canadian archival scene. Ignoring the Commission’s 
recommendation that a separate Public Records Office be established to 
deal with the past neglect of public records, the federal goverment 
opted instead for the creation of the Public Archives Records Centre in 
1956 (later the Records Management, and now the Government Records 
Branch) which was to be located within the Archives. 


This Branch was to be a "half-way house" between the records 
management work of the Public Records Committee and government 
departments on the one hand, and the archival programs of the Public 
Archives on the other. Its key roles were to coordinate departmental 
records schedules identifying the period of administrative and operation- 
al value of each record, to store dormant records in records centres, to 
arrange for the orderly destruction of routine records having no historical 
value, and to transfer to the Historical Resources Branch those records 
having potential archival or historical significance. The increase in 
goverment paperwork — the equivalent of 50 box-cars of paper 
generated annually — soon led to the creation of Regional Records 
Centres at Toronto, Montreal, Vancouver, Halifax, Winnipeg, and Ed- 
monton. In the 1950s, the govermment’s Central Microfilm Unit was also 
transferred to the Public Archives of Canada, thus ensuring the close 
relationship between micrographic creation, records management, and 
archival preservation. 


Despite these improvements, the relentless growth of paper records 
generated by the modem welfare state, especially as it was decentralized 
during the 1960s, raised serious concems (as reflected, for example, by 
the Glassco Commission of 1962) over the general efficiency of govern- 
ment administration, and about its paper burden in particular. These 
developments led to the passing of the Public Records Order in 1966. 
This was a crucial step, for it effectively and formally linked the 
Archives’ traditional mandate to acquire historical records with one for 
improved management (including now-mandatory scheduling and or- 
derly disposal) of current records still controlled by and located in 
departments. This linkage continued to be enhanced and strengthened in 
the 1970s and 1980s by new policies, directives, and legislation in 
records management and in access and privacy. 


These postwar changes in the broader world of government infor- 
mation management proved to be a significant tuming point in the 
acquisition of archival textual government records — more such records 
were acquired during the 1960s, than in the previous nine decades 
combined of the Archives’ existence. These external developments were 
also reflected in the organizational structure of the Public Archives. In 
1965, the Public Records Section was established within the Manuscript 
Division, the first time in the then 93-year history of the Public Archives 
that a specific unit became exclusively responsible for the archival 
records of the federal government. This unit grew to become the separate 
Public Records Division in 1973, which in 1979 was renamed the 
Federal Archives Division. 


While their history is obviously a shorter one, electronic records 
have suffered from the same neglect as textual records in earlier times, 
and it has also been costly. Electronic records are extremely fragile and 
transient, and, unlike most other media, they cannot survive even rela- 
tively short periods of uncontrolled environmental conditions or failure 
to convert older data to keep pace with technological change. As a result, 
a few leading archives around the world began to respond to the chang- 
ing nature of information signalled by the widespread introduction of 
computers into government and business. The Public Archives was one 
of the first to do so. The Machine Readable Archives Division was 
established in 1973 to address this new situation. Early on, the Division 
acquired electronic records of national significance from government 
institutions as well as from the private sector, although the primary focus 
remained government records (a seven-to-one ratio). The inexperience 
of the paper-based records management community concerning 
electronic records, however, combined with the absence within depart- 
ments of a distinct group with a concem for the retention and disposal of 
electronic data, lead to early difficulties. Departments made little 


progress towards the orderly scheduling and disposal of their electronic 
records. Thus, significant acquisitions of electronic records resulted 
mainly from direct contacts between archivists and departments. 


By the 1980s, as central agencies and departments began to con- 
centrate on information as content and resource rather than as medium, 
the National Archives similarly moved towards information integration 
for the two key media found in all government institutions. Accordingly, 
the two divisions most concerned with government records — the 
Federal Archives Division and the Machine Readable Archives Division 
— were merged in December 1986 to form the new Government Ar- 
chives Division. Its acquisition mandate reflected those of its two prede- 
cessors, with the exception that private electronic data would now fall 
within the mandate of the Manuscript Division. 


Finally, with the promulgation of the National Archives of Canada 
Act in June 1987, government institutions must receive the permission 
of the National Archivist before destroying records. In addition, the Act 
provides for the transfer of records having historical or archival value to 
the National Archives in accordance with agreements. The Act also 
significantly expands the number of institutions with which such formal 
arrangements are required. Thus, the Act strengthens the role of the 
National Archives considerably and expands the scope of the Division’s 
responsibilities. 


The Government Archives Division is divided into four large sections 
and one administrative unit. Two sections deal directly with archival 
records and two provide related services. 


The State, Military, and Transportation Records Section is com- 
posed of three units responsible for the records of those goverment 
agencies concemed with matters of state; military and international 
affairs; and economics and transportation. 


The Social Affairs and Natural Resources Records Section’s three 
units are responsible for the records of government agencies dealing 
with social and cultural affairs; science and natural resources; and native, 
northern, and land issues. 


The Custodial Services Section is responsible for many related 
services including the retrieval and circulation of textual records for staff 
and researchers; development and operation of information systems; 
application of descriptive standards; certain technical and operational 


functions required for the acquisition, custodial care, and storage of 
records; and coordination of the Division’s activities relating to exhibi- 
tions and publications. 


The Access Section ensures that archival records held by the 
Division are released for research in accordance with the Access to 
Information Act and the Privacy Act both by responding to individual 
researchers’ requests for records that are not yet open and available for 
research and by undertaking the systematic declassification of archival 
records. 


The Record Group Concept 


In arranging records, archivists in the Government Archives Division 
divide records into record groups, and within record groups into series 
and sub-series of records. Given the centrality of the record group to the 
Division’s operations and indeed to the organization of this Guide, some 
understanding of the record group concept is necessary for users of the 
Division’s holdings. 


Archivists follow two principles when organizing records. First, 
the principle of provenance states that the records of a given records 
creator must not be intermingled with those of other records creators. 
Second, the principle of original order states that the original filing or 
Classification system of records in their office of origin (which may not 
be the order in which they are first received at the Archives) must as far 
as possible be respected and/or recreated. To do otherwise, to arrange 
and organize records by research-oriented subject areas, geographical 
location, or chronological period, for example, would destroy the 
evidential value represented by the records themselves; it would, in 
effect, remove them from the context in which they were created and 
thus destroy a significant part of the information they contain. Accord- 
ingly, the holdings of the Government Archives Division are organized 
into separate record groups as the means of following these two prin- 
ciples. 


The archival record group (RG) is generally a body of records of a 
government department, agency, or branch that exhibited administrative 
continuity over a period of time. The records are related functionally and 
organizationally through common information systems. As can be seen 
from the following pages, most record groups are confined to single 
government departments or major branches within them. Series within 
record groups generally follow the same principle, being the records of 
administrative sub-units of the parent department or agency which 
defines the record group as a whole. Within series and sub-series, the 


original order of records and systems is maintained. For example, three 
files on the same subject (perhaps even with identical titles) which come 
from three separate filing systems in the creating department would not 
be brought together, but rather placed in three separate series in the 
record group to reflect the three original filing systems to which they 
once belonged. 


The record group concept has also been applied in several other 
ways, depending on the complexity of the agency and the volume of 
records involved. Often, for example, more than one record group relates 
to a specific organizational structure. The Department of Indian and 
Northem Affairs (INA) from 1966 to 1979 had three major responsi- 
bilities: native people, national parks and historic sites, and the ad- 
ministration of the Yukon and Northwest Territories. Major, autonomous 
units of INA administered these three areas, and each maintained distinct 
file registry systems to do so. Indeed, they had been doing so long before 
INA came into existence, as these units shifted since the late nineteenth 
century through four or five of INA’s predecessors. These three units are 
therefore organized in the Government Archives Division into three 
record groups: Indian Affairs (RG 10), Canadian Parks Service (RG 84), 
and Northem Affairs (RG 85). In addition, however, certain functions of 
INA as a whole (Deputy Minister’s Office, Legal Division, Information 
Services, Engineering and Construction Service, etc.) are related to all 
three programs. These common, department-wide concerns are or- 
ganized into a fourth record group: Indian and Northern Affairs (RG 22). 
Similar situations exist for the Departments of Energy, Mines and 
Resources (RG 21), Environment (RG 108), Citizenship and Immigra- 
tion (RG 26), and Employment and Immigration (RG 118). 


Other record groups bring together for convenience small bodies 
of records of a similar nature that have no administrative relationship or 
continuity. Examples are the records of the 147 separate Royal Commis- 
sions in RG 33 and the 37 Boards, Offices, and Commissions in RG 36. 
Only Boards and Commissions of short duration or relatively minor 
importance are grouped in RG 36; more important and lasting bodies 
have been assigned separate record group status, for example, the 
Canadian Grain Commission (RG 80), National Battlefields Commis- 
sion (RG 90), National Harbours Board (RG 66), and National Energy 
Board (RG 99). 


The evolution of government organization has revealed two trends. 
On the one hand, as a department expanded with new branches and 
divisions, its records acquired a growing complexity. That is often 
reflected, when these records arrive in the Govemment Archives 
Division, by the creation of numerous record groups. The records of the 


Department of the Interior (RG 15) are the best example. Although the 
records of the core Dominion Lands Branch remain in RG 15, the 
records documenting Interior’s other functions are widely scattered: 
Indian Affairs (RG 10), Forestry (RG 39), Geological Survey of Canada 
(RG 45), Dominion Observatories (RG 48), Immigration (RG 76), 
Canadian Parks Service (RG 84), Northern Affairs (RG 85), Mines (RG 
86), Surveys and Mapping (RG 88), and Water Resources (RG 89), to 
name only the most prominent. On the other hand, separate, independent 
government agencies are sometimes reorganized or merged together. In 
these cases, the records will be grouped into a single record group when 
they arrive at the Archives. The records of the Board of Transport 
Commissioners, Marine Transport Commission, and Air Transport 
Board are all series of RG 46, the Canadian Transport Commission, the 
body which combined and replaced the other three. 


Electronic records also present new challenges to the application 
of traditional archival principles in the organization of record groups. 
For example, complex databases may serve two or more branches of a 
large department, or indeed be interdepartmental. The division of the 
resulting single data file, to which both branches may have had equal 
proprietary claim in creating and using, into two or more record groups 
must be addressed. 


In short, the record group concept is in constant evolution because 
government organizations and their methods of creating records are also 
constantly changing. When using this publication, therefore, researchers 
should bear in mind that sources on their particular topic may well be 
located in numerous record groups, and in numerous series or data files 
within them. Any one issue has usually been examined or controlled or 
monitored by more than one agency or department, or parts of a depart- 
ment. An understanding of these historical administrative interconnec- 
tions, changes, and organizational structures is necessary to utilize most 
profitably such government records for research purposes. Researchers 
should, therefore, constantly check for cross-references and organic 
links among the various record groups. 
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2 Services of the 
Government 
Archives Division —— 


Reference Aids 


In addition to this Guide, there are three other levels of reference aids 
produced by the Government Archives Division to help researchers use 
its holdings: 


Inventories 


The inventory for each record group contains, for each series, a short 
administrative history of the sub-unit or individual involved and a brief 
general description of the type and nature of the textual and electronic 
records in the series, as well as the dates and extent of the records. 
Inventories also contain a more extensive administrative history of the 
agency as a whole, information on available finding aids, and a general 
note on access restrictions. Inventories also include brief descriptions of 
all unprocessed accessions, including those retained in the Division’s 
holdings in Vancouver, Edmonton, Winnipeg, and Halifax. Several in- 
ventories have been published (RG 2, 10, 11, 18, 20, 27, 31, 33, 39, 43, 
46, 55, 64, 65, 69, 81, 84, 85, 88, 115, and 126) and may be obtained free 
of charge from the Communications Division of the National Archives. 
This Guide attempts to summarize the most pertinent information in 
each of the Division’s inventories. 


Finding Aids 


The Division controls through indexes or lists its textual records down 
to the single file as the basic unit. Finding aids take such forms as 
contemporary registers of correspondence and indexes to these registers, 
shelf lists, file lists, card indexes, and (for larger, more heavily used 
record groups) computer-generated subject indexes. For electronic 
records, a documentation package is prepared for each processed data 
file. Each package usually contains record layouts, data element descrip- 
tions, system descriptions and data flow charts, and related publications, 
printouts, etc. There is also an automated descriptive database which can 
be searched by title, principal investigator, and subject. 
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Thematic Guides 


The Division also prepares special thematic guides which draw together 
references on a given topic from all (or many of) the record groups. 
These are aimed at areas of high research demand. While most of these 
are typescripts available for consultation at the National Archives, some 
have been published and are available free of charge: Sources for the 
Study of Canada’s National Parks; Sources for the Study of the Second 
World War, Sources for the Study of the Canadian North, Health Promo- 
tion Data Files; Alcohol, Drug and Tobacco Use Data Files, and Recrea- 
tion and Leisure Data Files. In addition, the Division’s holdings are 
frequently profiled in articles written by archivists and published in the 
Machine Readable Records Bulletin and The Archivist. 


Research Facilities 


It is advisable for researchers to contact the National Archives before 
visiting the institution. There are several reasons for doing this. In the 
first instance, archivists can give a general indication of whether suffi- 
cient records on the subject exist to justify a trip. In certain cases, some 
or all of the desired records are on microfilm. Microfilm reels may be 
borrowed on behalf of the researcher by a local library or any institution 
which possesses a microfilm reader and participates in the interlibrary 
loan arrangement. Secondly, records that are not yet open and available 
for research because of restrictions imposed by the Access to Informa- 
tion Act or the Privacy Act will require review by the Access Section. 
Some lead time is needed to complete this review. Thirdly, direct access 
to electronic records is not permitted. Contact with the Archives will 
allow appropriate data files to be identified and copied where feasible. 


Researchers contacting the National Archives for the first time, 
whether in person, by mail, or by telephone, should initially direct their 
inquiries to the Reference and Researcher Services Division, Public 
Programs Branch (c/o National Archives of Canada, Ottawa, Ontario, 
K1A ON3, telephone 1-613-995-8094). That Division orients re- 
searchers, registers them, and issues research passes, introduces them to 
all inventories and finding aids in its reference area for all relevant 
divisions, and conducts research to answer general and all genealogical 
inquiries. It also ensures that researchers are referred to the appropriate 
archivist(s) of the relevant division(s) for specialized and more detailed 
inquiries. For researchers who are referred to the Government Archives 
Division for specialized consultation, archivists and access staff are 
available in the Division between 8:30 and 16:45. Researchers may 
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consult the reference tools described above during these same hours, 
Monday to Friday, in the Division itself or in the Reference and Re- 
searcher Services Division. 


Textual and microfilmed archival records which researchers there- 
by identify as being of interest may be ordered between 8:30 and 16:15 
at the Circulation Desk in the Main Research Room. To consult holdings 
which are located in regional records centres, it is necessary to first 
contact the Government Archives Division in Ottawa in order to obtain 
correct references and a guide to possible services. 


Because most records are stored off-site, it is advisable for re- 
searchers to consult the records location guide at the Circulation Desk 
when completing their requests in order to anticipate possible delays. 
The Main Research Room is open twenty-four hours a day, seven days 
a week, including statutory holidays. The Circulation Desk staff issues 
lockers in the adjacent Locker Room to hold archival records which 
researchers wish to consult outside of the normal office hours. Such 
material must be ordered and placed in the lockers during regular office 
hours. Besides the Circulation Desk personnel, there is a full-time staff 
member in the Microfilm Research Room to assist researchers in locat- 
ing and using microfilm. Researchers must obtain a valid research pass 
issued by the National Archives to gain access to these facilities. Secure 
lockers on the ground floor are provided for personal belongings and 
coats which are not permitted in the Research Rooms. 


To be fair to other researchers and to ensure that records are 
protected from harm or loss, no original documents may be borrowed for 
use outside the Archives building. However, the Division is committed 
to extensive microfilming of its holdings in order to preserve fragile 
original records while making information available to a wider audience. 
A significant number of its most frequently used series of records have 
been filmed. The existence of microfilm in a record group is indicated in 
a general way in this Guide; it is also identified specifically by series in 
the inventory of each record group. Further information on microfilm 
holdings is available through the Reference and Researcher Services 
Division, at the address given on the previous page. 


In addition, the Division offers a limited copying service. Cash 
orders for small quantities of photocopies and reader-printer copies are 
filled on a daily basis in the Research Rooms described above, while 
larger requests are completed, invoiced, and subsequently mailed to 
researchers at a later date. Microfilm duplicates and photographic copies 
may also be ordered. It should be noted that copying limits are enforced 
and that the completion time for requests for copies may vary with 
demand levels. 
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The Division at present does not allow researchers direct access to 
its holdings of electronic records. It will, however, provide a copy of the 
data file to researchers on magnetic tape, or diskette for which the cost 
is billed to the researcher, as well as copies of the documentation 
packages described above, which are needed to interpret the data. Data 
extracts, including anonymization to mask personal information that 
would otherwise restrict the release of a data file, and the creation of data 
sub-sets from larger data files are other services offered by the Division. 


Specific inquiries about the Division’s holdings, its services, and 
its activities should be addressed to the Government Archives Division, 
National Archives of Canada, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada, KIA ON3 
(telephone 1-613-996-8507). 


Access to Federal Government Records 


Access to the records of most government institutions, including those 
at the National Archives of Canada, is governed by the Access to 
Information Act and the Privacy Act. The National Archives responds to 
requests under the Acts for records which have been transferred to the 
control of the National Archives for archival or historical purposes. 
Briefly, the Access to Information Act created a public right of access to 
government information except where specific exemptions prevent 
public disclosure, while the Privacy Act extends the individual’s right of 
access to and ensures appropriate protection of personal information 
concerning himself or herself found in government records. 


Records that have not already been reviewed and opened for 
research must be examined prior to their release to the public to ensure 
that information contained therein does not fall into one of the exempt 
categories of the Access to Information Act or infringe on an individual’s 
rights to personal privacy guaranteed in the Privacy Act. 


The Division has developed an informal access request process, 
complementary to the formal procedures for requesting government 
records under the Acts. It is recommended that researchers use this 
informal route in requesting access to its archival holdings. Such infor- 
mal requests, in which records are reviewed consistent with the 
provisions of the Acts, account for some 90 per cent of the review work 
undertaken by the Access Section at the National Archives. Researchers 
can initiate this informal process by completing the normal request slip 
at the Circulation Desk. If the requested records have not yet been 
opened for research, staff of the Circulation Desk will so inform the 


researcher. An Access Control List is available for consultation in the 
reference areas. This list indicates the access status of government 
records under the control of the National Archives, at the container level. 


As noted earlier, the length of time required to undertake an access 
review varies according to the size of the request and the backlog of 
other requests. Researchers should therefore submit requests well in 
advance of any deadlines they may have, and, if possible, before their 
visit to Ottawa. It is recommended that researchers contact the Access 
Section at the address cited on page 14 for further information. 


A few agencies of the federal government are not subject to the 
Access to Information Act and the Privacy Act. In such cases, agreements 
exist between the creating agency and the National Archives of Canada 
which govern access to the archival holdings of such agencies. Refer- 
ence staff will be pleased to explain to researchers the terms of such 
agreements. 
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3 Holdings of the 
Government 
Archives Division —— 


Nature and Use of This Guide 


The text of this Guide consists of descriptions of each record group 
arranged in numerical order, followed by a subject index and then an 
alphabetical index of record group titles. The entries are current to 30 
June 1989. 


In developing the new format for this edition of the Guide, the 
Division has attempted to anticipate the movement in the Canadian 
archival community towards fonds-level descriptive standards. It is 
hoped that these entries will be forerunners of full fonds-level descrip- 
tions for each record group that will be established in the future. 


Each record group entry in the main text has four elements. 


1. The title statement contains the name of the department or 
agency whose records are being described, the record group num- 
ber, and the outside or inclusive dates of the records involved. 


2. The extent lists, if there are relevant holdings, the metres of 
textual records and the number of data files and of microfilm reels 
and fiche. The absence of any entry for one or more of these media 
means that the record group does not yet contain that type of 
archival record. 


3. The administrative history note gives the context in which the 
records were created. Included is a brief outline of the principal 
functions and administrative background of the department, 
branch, or agency. As far as space permitted, particular care has 
been taken to demonstrate the crucial links, for research purposes, 
between various units and their predecessor, successor, and parent 
organizations (often with RG cross-reference numbers being 
given). Where records of a similar nature but with no administra- 
tive relationship have been brought together in one RG, the ad- 
ministrative history provides general information about the type of 
creating organization (Commissions, Boards). 
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4. The arrangement and content note is not a listing of all the 
series titles and data files of the record group, as in the previous 
edition of the Guide, but a more global description of the central 
subjects and themes covered by the records. The intention is to 
provide the general flavour, rather than a less informative listing, 
of the archival holdings of the agency involved. Where formal 
series headings are given in the text, they appear in bold print. The 
words electronic records or electronic form have also been 
bolded to bring attention to their description. Researchers are 
cautioned that, with very few exceptions, unprocessed electronic 
records are not included in these descriptions, and unprocessed 
textual records are included only where archivists have been able 
to ascertain their contents. Also omitted, again with rare excep- 
tions, are records held by the Division in Vancouver, Edmonton, 
Winnipeg, and Halifax. 


For the actual record group entries, several explanatory notes 
might be helpful. Inclusive dates refer in all cases to the actual records, 
not the administrative unit. For example, the Mining Lands and Yukon 
Branch of RG 85 existed from 1909 to 1922, but its records date from 
1898 to 1950. The Branch, therefore, incorporated some files of 
predecessor agencies while some of its own files were in turn continued 
by successor agencies. 


The term "Central Registry Files" is used in many of the arrange- 
ment and content notes in the record group entries and therefore 
requires some explanation. A Central Registry Office in a government 
agency maintains the file system for the whole department — although 
in larger departments there may be several branch- and program-level 
central registries in addition to a department-wide one. Thus, the files 
from a central registry office generally constitute the most comprehen- 
Sive series of a record group, for they document most, if not all, 
departmental functions and responsibilities: in effect, they offer one of 
the most important sources of information in any record group. In order 
to comprehend the scope of Central Registry Files, researchers need a 
knowledge of the creating agency’s history, legislative mandates, and 
major responsibilities, as these indicate the nature of the subjects that 
will be reflected in such files. While the administrative history note in 
each record group entry supplies the highlights of such information, 
more detail may be found in the fuller administrative histories in each 
record group inventory (see Inventories on page 11), as well as in the 
Canada Year Book 1976-77: Special Edition (Ottawa, 1977), Organi- 
zation of the Government of Canada 1978-79 (Ottawa, 1979), and 
departmental annual reports, as well as in the records themselves. 
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The subject index of record group titles which follows the main 
text is naturally only a rough categorization in order to aid researchers. 
The various groupings used are by no means mutually exclusive. It does 
indicate, however, the interrelationship of the various agencies repre- 
sented by record groups and the need for researchers to understand the 
administrative (and therefore archival) links between such agencies, as 
described above. For researchers already able to focus their investiga- 
tions on particular departments, the alphabetical index which follows 
will provide them with the relevant record group number(s). 


Record Group Entries in Numerical Order 


Records of the Executive Council: RG 1 
1764-1867 


This record group is the custodial responsibility of the Manuscript 
Division, National Archives of Canada. 


Records of the Privy Council Office: RG 2 
1867-1986 


682.8 metres 
417 microfilm reels 


Administrative history: The Privy Council Office (PCO) under the 
direction of the Clerk of the Privy Council was created to provide a 
secretariat to support the administrative activities of the Privy Council 
and to assist the President in council business. In 1940, the operation of 
the Office was modernized by instituting more business-like procedures 
such as pre-established agendas for Cabinet meetings, records of 
Cabinet decisions taken, notification of departments conceming re- 
quired action and the creation of a central filing system. In 1968, further 
changes to the structure of PCO were introduced. These included an 
Operations Division to provide expanded secretarial services to the 
Cabinet and Cabinet committees, a Plans Division to provide services to 
the Planning committees and a Federal-Provincial Relations Division to 
provide liaison services between government departments and the 
provinces. 


Arrangement and content: The records are arranged in four principle 
series: the records of the Office of the Clerk of the Privy Council and 
Secretary to the Cabinet (1867-1986), the Administrative Records 
(1867-1955), the records of Special Administrative and Investigative 
Bodies (1912-1984), and Other Records (1867-1943). Several import- 
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ant sub-series are located within the general series and include Orders- 
in-Council, annexes, records, and dormants (1867-1986); despatches 
(1867-1911); Cabinet records (1867-1958); oaths of office (1946-1966); 
reference files (1867-1907), including files on the Fishery Question, the 
Alaska Boundary, and the Abdication Crisis; the main Central Registry 
Files (1940-1958), including such subjects as Northwest Defence 
Projects, post-war reconstruction, social policies, and Cabinet business; 
records of the Board of Railway Commissioners (1912-1936); the Cen- 
sorship Branch (1939-1963); the Office of the Special Commissioner for 
Constitutional Development in the Northwest Territories (1977-1984); 
various task forces (1966-1984) and commissions (1974-1985). 


Records of the Post Office: RG 3 
1799-1987 


141.53 metres 
512 microfilm reels 


Administrative history: The Post Office was created as a federal 
department in 1867. Although postal operations in Canada date from 
1755, postal services were under the control of British authorities until 
1851. In 1981, the Post Office ceased to be a government department and 
became a Crown corporation. The mandate of the Post Office is to 
establish, operate, and maintain a full range of postal services in Canada. 
To achieve this objective, the corporation’s functional activities are 
divided into corporate affairs, operational services, marketing, finance, 
personnel and administration, as well as systems and engineering. 


Arrangement and content: The records are divided into several series 
consisting of administrative and operational files covering all aspects of 
the activities of the Post Office such as the establishment and closing of 
offices, air mail, censorship, rural mail delivery, Eastern Arctic patrol, 
equipment, international communications, contracts, railway mail, 
ocean mail, personnel, and various enquiries. Included are records from 
the Office of the Postmaster General (1862-1917) and the Office of 
the Deputy Postmaster General (1851-1920); Registry Files (1851- 
1976); Postal Inspectors (1838-1961); Mail Services/Transportation 
Branch (1799-1970); Administrative Services (1830-1960); Finan- 
cial Services (1841-1952); Regional and Local Records (1807-1953), 
= Commissions, Committees and Study Teams of Enquiry (1980- 
1985). 
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Records of the Provincial and Civil Secretaries’ Offices; Quebec, Lower 
Canada, and Canada East: RG 4 
1760-1867 


This record group is the custodial responsibility of the Manuscript 
Division, National Archives of Canada. 


Records of the Provincial and Civil Secretaries’ Offices; Upper Canada 
and Canada West: RG 5 
1791-1867 


This record group is the custodial responsibility of the Manuscript 
Division, National Archives of Canada. 


Records of the Department of the Secretary of State: RG 6 
1848-1978 


135.7 metres 
117 microfilm reels 


Administrative history: When this Department was established at 
Confederation its functions included the responsibility for communica- 
tions between the people and their government and between the govern- 
ment of Canada and that of Great Britain. The Department was also 
responsible for the management of Indian and Crown Lands, and the 
duties of the Registrar General. At various times it has been responsible 
for the RCMP, the Public Service Commission, State Protocol, Patents, 
Copyrights, Trade Marks and Industrial Designs, Elections, Government 
Printing and Stationery, the Custodian of Enemy Property, and Arts and 
Culture. The Secretary of State remains responsible for citizenship and 
naturalization, multiculturalism, education support, translation services 
to other government departments and agencies, and the application of 
the Official Languages Act. 


Arrangement and content: This record group includes a General 
Correspondence series (1867-1952) containing the Arms of Canada 
and covering a cross section of records conceming most of the functions 
of government. Records of the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery 
(1866-1917) include general correspondence and writs of election. 
Records of the Secretary of State for the Provinces (1867-1873) 
consist of correspondence regarding practical and constitutional matters 
following Confederation, the creation of the province of Manitoba, and 
the Riel Rebellion. Records of State Protocol and Special Events 
(1868-1973) pertain to medals, official installations, royal visits and the 
National Flag Committee, and records of the Chief Press Censor (1915- 
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1920), to World War I. There are several other series of records: Citizen- 
ship records conceming both the Registration Branch and Multicultural 
Directorate, Interdepartmental Coordination Records (1857-1972); 
Wartime Records (1914-1951), related to First World War Custodian of 
Enemy Property, Internment Operations, War Charities, and a few World 
War II subject files and records of the Cultural Affairs Branch (1950- 
1978), including both registry and subject files. 


Records of the Office of the Governor General: RG 7 
1774-1984 


278.77 metres 
316 microfilm reels 


Administrative history: The Office of Governor General is the product 
of a long evolution. Both the English and French Regimes in North 
America had a representative of their respective sovereigns at the seat of 
the colonial governments. The British North America Act of 1867 
created the position of Governor General for the Dominion of Canada, 
and described some of the powers of the Office. At that time the 
Govermor General was the head of state, but he governed on the advice 
of the King’s Privy Councillors of Canada. The Governor General 
remains the head of state, but some of the powers that were vested in the 
Office at Confederation have been altered by subsequent events and 
legislation. The Imperial Conference of 1926 cut the remaining links 
between the Office of Governor General and the Imperial Government, 
leaving the Governor General as the representative of the Crown. The 
Letters Patent of 1947 delegated to the Office certain responsibilities that 
had previously vested with the Crown. The Office holder is appointed by 
the Queen on the advice of the Privy Councillors of Canada. 


Arrangement and content: Custody of this record group is shared with 
the Manuscript Division, which holds pre-Confederation material. The 
post-Confederation records under the control of the Government Ar- 
chives Division are divided into 19 series according to the type of record. 
Six of these series are composed of despatches to and from the Colonial 
Office in London (1856-1913) and the British Minister in Washington 
(1804-1914). There is also one series of letterbooks of despatches to the 
Colonial Office (1867-1902). There are two series of registry files 
(1818-1941 and 1859-1966) and four other series dealing with a range 
of correspondence covering such subjects as external affairs, militia and 
defence, and appointments. The records of the Military Secretary 
(1813-1907) and the Civil Secretary (1867-1909), two of the officials 
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attached to the Office of the Governor General, are also the subjects of 
series in this group. There are four other series covering such subjects as 
administration, honours, royal tours, and Rideau Hall. 


British Military and Naval Records: RG 8 
1757-1903 


This record group is the custodial responsibility of the Manuscript 
Division, National Archives of Canada. 


Records of the Department of Militia and Defence: RG 9 
1776-1960 


1,515.9 metres 
337 microfilm reels 


Administrative history: Legislation governing militia affairs dates 
back to 1777 when the Militia Act for Lower Canada was passed and to 
1793 when the first Militia Act for Upper Canada was enacted. Although 
the militia had been organized in the Canadas by the late eighteenth 
century, a full-fledged department was not established until 1868. In 
1916, an Overseas Ministry was created "to relieve the Department of 
Militia and Defence of the administration of the forces overseas and to 
establish a ministry in London, immediately in touch with His Majesty’s 
Government and conveniently situated with relation to the theatre of 
effective operations." In 1922, Militia and Defence amalgamated with 
the Department of the Naval Service and the Air Board to form the 
Department of National Defence (RG 24). 


Arrangement and content: The records in this group are arranged in 
three general series. The Pre-Confederation (1776-1869) series con- 
tains records from the offices of the Adjutants General of Upper and 
Lower Canada and includes correspondence (1777-1869), returns 
(1793-1869), orders (1805-1868), paylists (1812-1868), and registers of 
officers (1808-1869). The Post-Confederation (1847-1960) records are 
organized in the following manner. From 1867 until 1 July 1903, the 
headquarters correspondence of the Department of Militia and Defence 
was registered in the appropriate branch of the Department. Conse- 
quently, there were often several files in the Department dealing with the 
same subject. A central registry system was put into operation on 1 July 
1903 and was continued as the headquarters central registry system for 
the Department of National Defence until 1946. Thus headquarters files 
created since 1903 and subsequently transferred to the National Archives 
will be found in Record Group 24. The Post-Confederation series con- 
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tain records from the Deputy Minister’s Office (1847-1960), Adjutant 
General’s Office (1867-1922), Military Intelligence (1895-1913), Con- 
tracts Branch (1896-1912), Engineer Branch (1880-1903), Accounts and 
Pay Branch (1855-1915), Stores Branch (1864-1903), Quartermaster 
General (1893-1898), Chief Inspector of Arms and Ammunition (1906- 
1922), Royal Canadian Artillery (1871-1922), and Schools of Military 
Instruction (1864-1932). Medal registers are included in the records of 
the Deputy Minister’s Office (1847-1960). They give limited informa- 
tion on medal recipients for the Fenian Raids of 1866, the Red River 
Expedition, the North West Rebellion and the South African War. In the 
final series, the records of the Overseas Military Forces of Canada 
and the Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF) (1914-1922) include 
records of the Overseas Minister (1914-1919), Canadian Sections at 
General Headquarters (1915-1919), CEF Siberia Files (1918-1919), 
Administrative Offices Records (1914-1920), Canadian Corps and Unit 
Files (1914-1922), as well as files of the Canadian War Records Office 
(CWRO) (1914-1920). War diaries are included in the CWRO records. 
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Records Relating to Indian Affairs: RG 10 
1677-1987 


2,155.13 metres 
257 microfilm reels 
898 microfiches 

46 data files 


Administrative history: Throughout the eighteenth century and the 
first half of the nineteenth century, it was the British Imperial Govern- 
ment that, mainly through the actions of its military commanders, gover- 
nors general, and lieutenant governors, regulated relations between 
European colonists and the original peoples of North America. In the 
Maritimes, the colonial legislatures of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and 
Prince Edward Island dealt with Indian matters by appointing commis- 
sioners and passing legislation as specific needs arose. In the united 
Canadas, the Department of Crown Lands assumed responsibility for 
Indian administration in Canada East and Canada West in 1860. On the 
Prairies and in British Columbia, the operations of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company constituted Britain’s initial dealings with the Indian nations. 
At Confederation, the federal Department of Secretary of State (RG 6) 
undertook the management of the Canadian government’s role with 
respect to Indians in Canada, then shifting to the Department of the 
Interior (RG 15) in 1873. In 1880, a separate Department of Indian 
Affairs was created, which gave full departmental status to Indian 
Affairs. This arrangement lasted for 56 years, after which Indian Affairs 
reverted to branch status within the following departments: Mines and 
Resources (see RG 21 and 22) from 1936 to 1949, Citizenship and 
Immigration (RG 26) from 1949 to 1965, Norther Affairs and National 
Resources (RG 22) from 1965 to 1966, and Indian Affairs and Northern 
Development (RG 22) from 1966 to the present. Inuit programs were 
handled by the Northern Affairs Program and its predecessors (RG 85) 
until 1971. At that time, the Indian and Eskimo (later Inuit) Affairs 
Program (RG 10) came into existence. It remains responsible for native 
self-government and a wide variety of aboriginal claims, for the registra- 
tion of Indian lands and membership, and for funding of education, 
economic development, and social assistance. Finally, under the current 
Indian Affairs’ policy of devolution, a greater degree of responsibility for 
the administration of many important services is being transferred to 
individual Indian bands. 


Arrangement and content: The Administrative Records of the Im- 
perial Government (1677-1864) contains pre-Confederation records 
dating mostly from about 1750 to 1864. This series consists largely of 
records created or collected by the British Indian Department in its 
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Northem Department (responsible for the colonies in northeastem North 
America), in Upper and Lower Canada (1791-1840), and in the Province 
of Canada (1841-1867). As records of the military, govermors, and Indian 
Affairs superintendents, this series covers many aspects of Britain’s 
early relations with North American Indians. While these files usually 
pertain to general concems within the area of present day southem 
Ontario and southem Quebec, there are also some specific local records 
that were created by Indian Affairs’ field officers working in British 
Columbia. Included are many records on land and financial matters, 
some census records, and some minutes of Indian councils. The Mini- 
sterial Administration Records (1680-1980) consists of mainly post- 
Confederation headquarters files. Having been created or held in Ot- 
tawa, these records reflect the federal government’s management of and 
fiduciary responsibility for Indian lands and monies throughout Canada 
as well as its administration of various programs, most of which were for 
status Indians. A wide variety of subjects is covered in the Central 
Registry System sub-series; moreover, there are other sub-series for 
records on specific topics such as schools, financial matters, and certain 
commissions. Other types of records in this series are individual case 
files, census returns, and the early records of Deputy Superintendents 
General of Indian Affairs (Deputy Ministers). There is also a small 
amount of material on matters relating to the Inuit, the Métis, and 
non-status Indians. The Field Office Records (1809-1987) are records 
created or held by Indian Affairs personnel working outside head- 
quarters at various agencies and in regional offices, inspectorates, and 
superintendencies across Canada. The records generally pertain to the 
affairs of specific Indian bands, agencies, or localities. RG 10 has some 
records from almost every agency; however, a few of the agency records 
are held by other repositories. Land records are scattered throughout this 
record group; however, those that deal exclusively with land transactions 
and management have been brought together in the series Indian Land 
Records (1680-1978). They include surrender, sale, and lease records 
for all regions. Electronic records in this record group come from 
various programs undertaken by the Department and include data on 
Indian membership, off-reserve housing, and education. 
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Records of the Department of Public Works: RG 11 
1827-1980 


1,443.52 metres 
533 microfilm reels 
2 data files 


Administrative history: The Board of Works was established in 1839 
for Lower Canada and its jurisdiction extended to the United Provinces 
of Canada in 1841. After a substantial reorganization in 1846 it was 
replaced by the Department of Public Works in 1859. This body was 
responsible for canals, works in navigable waters, harbours, lighthouses, 
beacons and buoys, slides and booms, roads, bridges, and public build- 
ings. In 1867, its functions were assumed by the federal Department of 
Public Works which also became responsible for similar public works in 
New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. Control of most roads and bridges and 
certain public buildings were relinquished to the provinces at Confedera- 
tion while the operation and administration of marine works, though not 
their construction, was transferred to the Marine Branch of the new 
Department of Marine and Fisheries in 1868 (RG 42). The management 
of all railways and canals and their related works was assumed by the 
Department of Railways and Canals (RG 43) in 1879. The Government 
Telegraph and Telephone Service, a Public Works operation since 1876, 
went to the Department of Transport (RG 12) in 1968. Currently, Public 
Works responsibilities include the management of real property; the 
construction and maintenance of public buildings, wharves, piers, roads, 
and bridges; improvement to harbours and navigable waters; and the 
acquisition of land and accommodation for government use. 


Arrangement and content: The records of the Department of Public 
Works, including those of the Board of Works (1827-1866), consist of 
six Central Registry systems covering the years 1839-1980 including 
correspondence, subject files, and the registers and indexes created to 
locate information within the systems. These systems were in use during 
the years 1839-1979 respectively. Also included are records from the 
registry systems used by the Railway Branch (1867-1879), and the 
Government Telegraph Service (1910-1948); they contain various com- 
mittees and commissions, reports, and estimates. Other series of records 
include the Arbitrator’s Office (1821-1887), containing minute books, 
correspondence claims, and cases; the Chief Engineer’s Office (1867- 
1946), including correspondence, records of the proposed Georgian Bay 
Ship Canal, and Pacific Region records; and records from the Chief 
Architect’s Office (1873-1920), consisting of correspondence, 
specifications, and drawings. Records in electronic form consist of the 
Central Property Inventory for 1976 and 1977. 


27 


Records of the Department of Transport: RG 12 
1825-1984 


1,496.3 metres 

1,287 microfilm reels 
28,500 microfiche 
27,555 micro-jackets 
42 data files 


Administrative history: The Department of Transport was established 
in November 1936 with the amalgamation of the former Departments of 
Marine (RG 42) and Railways and Canals (RG 43), and the Civil 
Aviation Branch of the Department of National Defence (RG 24). The 
Department’s fundamental role is to attend to the development and 
operation of a safe and efficient national transportation system through 
capital assistance and administrative programs in air, marine, and sur- 
face transportation, the development of policy, and the regulation of the 
statutory requirements of federal legislation related to transportation. 
Over the years, the Department has also been responsible for several 
other interrelated administrative areas, including travel and tourism (RG 
20, 25, and 124), telephone and telegraphy, radiophone and radio, 
television, private and commercial broadcasting, telecommunications 
(RG 41, 97, and 100), and meteorology (RG 93). The Department is a 
corporate structure that includes Crown corporations with varying 
degrees of autonomy and agencies and boards which report to Parlia- 
ment through the Minister of Transport: Air Canada (RG 70), Canadian 
National Railways (RG 30), the Canada Ports Corporation (formerly the 
National Harbours Board, RG 66), the St. Lawrence Seaway Authority 
(RG 52), the Canadian Aviation Safety Board (records in RG 12), the 
National Transportation Agency (formerly the CTC, RG 46), the Pacific 
Pilotage Authority (RG 136), and VIA Rail, amongst others. 


Arrangement and content: Approximately 90 per cent of the docu- 
ments in this record group consist of subject files located in the Registry 
Records (1841-1984). The Registry may be divided into three main 
generic fields: Air, Marine, and Surface. Subject files classified under 
"Air" include aircraft registration and operation, aircraft types and 
specifications, airport establishment and operation, air traffic operations, 
aviation medicine, air traffic control, pilots, air engineers, and air traffic 
control officers. Under "Marine" are records covering agencies and 
depots, harbours and ports, lifesaving, aids to navigation, navigable 
waters protection, pilotage, seamen, Canadian government ships, 
measuring and surveying, ships’ registration, steamship inspection, 
wrecks, Casualties, and salvage. Under the classification "Surface," are 
motor vehicle safety, road safety countermeasures development, vehicle 


28 


| - - 
DES TAQ YAUX PUBLICS 9 


; Py 
/ *“ ‘ 
AERONAUTIOUE j a . 
be! / Vdnrd 1 
TRANSPOKTS AERIENS ; CANAD/ 
SERVICE 
me ta 


NAVIGATION AGRIENNE 


myonsvecy » CERTIFICAT DE NAVIGABILITE N° COGRERREG 


r S$ LOURDS QUE LAIR) , Be aor sgitée cet hydrautos 
ror at or pest Sere OWL iad seme Us 


| S avec ua peiis Leial ae 


wacertas PSs pheseetes tot 2) PEs rwien a 


ser est lisitée a des ene oe 
. , adreese, nationalité des propriftaires tiers ou des tre- 
7 eds aneed it société propridtaire. Veaées se iépassant pas use 


4eai-heure. 
1. Nom: _COMPAGEIE s@Hi Si53 2 RAR CAISS 
a snes Re 
3. Adresse: 16 Bye de “uatercve = SURISHES sieichammtiincelaeaneinnae 
x 6. Rationales : ____._ OC PaBGG 5 BO 
3 Nom du constructeur. 
3 CR eR EYER Oa eee 
i Marques de nationalité et d’immatriculation. 
3 = eee—eeEeE—E————eeeeee 
« Description de laéronet. 
F 7. Type____ ach oak a Sere? HP 4... industriel ___ 122. 
< 


4S. Liew et année de fabrication de Pocromef: Arveatauil Tyg 
0. Avion. hvdravion ou ampbulne > hyd rawies, 


\ 10. Norabre de plons — Fe ons stedte 
Genre de Totromd j BE Sembew de moteurs ua nee 
12. Nombre de places eqsipage compris qwa.r 
4 1S. Cateye Aeraule 
Closerment de Petron a vision treaspert public peur passagers 


Certificate of Airworthiness issued by the former Civil Aviation Branch of the 
Department of National Defence. (RG 12, Volume 58, File CF-AEF) (C-76361) 


safety regulations, railway subsidies, railway lands, railway buildings, 
railway charters, railway track construction, highways, motor carriers, 
and ferries. There are additional subject file blocks arranged for purely 
administrative, executive, and classified (restricted) records. The 
remaining 10 per cent of the holdings in this record group were created 
and maintained by various administrative bodies within the Department, 
but were not incorporated into the registry systems. These records have 
been arranged into five series. The Canadian Marine Transportation 
Administration records (1825-1975) including registers of Canadian 
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ships (1904-1965), wreck reports (1936-1974), registers of marine cer- 
tificates (1872-1971), marine casualty investigation records (1936- 
1960), wreck registers (1870-1975), Canal Division records (1825- 
1976), records of the Central Registry of Seamen (1900-1983) and 
records of the Marine Historian’s Office (c.1885-1975). The Canadian 
Air Transportation Administration records (1939-1980) includes air- 
port registers (1939-1941), International Civil Aviation records (1945- 
1977) and records of the Commission of Inquiry on Aviation Safety 
(1979-1980). The Canadian Surface Transportation Administration 
records (1866-1951), cover the Railway Index (1866-1936) and letter- 
books of the Superintending Engineer of the Ontario-St. Lawrence 
Canals Office. Executive Records (1936-1972), include the contracts, 
deeds and leases entered into by the Department in all aspects of its 
work. Records of the Office of the Minister (1975-1979), include the 
office files of the Honourable Otto Lang. Records held in electronic 
form include data files related to take-offs and landings of aircraft at 
airports in Canada (1971-1975), national roadside surveys of blood 
alcohol concentration of nighttime Canadian drivers (1974), and the 
Canada travel surveys (1978-1981), undertaken to promote greater un- 
derstanding of passenger travel characteristics and associated modal 
transportation choices as well as to study traveller and tourist behaviour. 


Records of the Department of Justice: RG 13 
1597-1976 


443.6 metres 
365 microfilm reels 
28 data files 


Administrative history: The creation of the Justice Department was 
sanctioned on 22 May 1868, during the first session of the Parliament of 
the Dominion of Canada. The Department is now governed by the 
Department of Justice Act. The responsibilities of the Department have 
remained basically unchanged since the adoption of the Act in 1868. The 
Department serves as the official legal adviser to the government and the 
Queen’s Privy Council for Canada. It is responsible for supervising all 
matters related to the administration of justice in Canada (excluding the 
jurisdiction of provincial governments), drafting legislation, contracts, 
and other legal documents, and advising on legislation and proceedings 
in the provincial legislatures. The Minister of Justice is automatically the 
Attomey General and, as such, advises federal government departments 
and is responsible for all litigation for or against the Crown or any 
govemment department. The Department’s legal functions are carried 
out by headquarters in Ottawa and nine regional offices. 
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Arrangement and content: This record group, which closely reflects 
the various activities of the Department, consists of Central Registry 
Files (1859-1934), including a series of alphabetical indexes and 
numerical registers used to identify correspondence received or sent by 
the Department. This series also contains files on appointments and 
salaries of judges (1848-1958), extradition procedures (1848-1951), 
correspondence on seigneurial cases, requests for amendments to the 
Criminal Code, and Canada-U.S. relations, among others. A second 
series, the Legal Services Files, consists of capital case files (1867- 
1976), and files dealing with restriction and retention orders (1939- 
1941), the arbitration of unsettled accounts between the Dominion, 
Quebec, and Ontario (1867-1901), civil litigation involving the govern- 
ment (1863-1934), and files on the legislative section responsible for 
drafting territorial bills (1948-1949). In addition to the remission 
registers and individual files contained in the Remissions Branch series 
(1888-1962), the record group also includes the Penitentiary Branch 
series (1834-1962), which contains records on the reform of the criminal 
justice system. One of the series in the Subject Files consists of infor- 
mation on matters under the jurisdiction of the Attomey General, Canada 
West (1832-1866). It also contains files pertaining to historical con- 
troversies such as the Labrador Border Controversy (1926), the Hague 
Tribunal Arbitration for North Atlantic Fisheries (1910), the American 
Annexationists (1893-1894), and the preparation by James White, Tech- 
nical Adviser of the Dominion defense regarding the Canada-New- 
foundland border (1597-1926). Of particular interest in this series are the 
records on Louis Riel and the North-West Uprising (1873-1886). This 
record group also includes documents from the Bankruptcy Branch 
(1932-1955) and portions of Civil and Property Disputes (1884-1897, 
1904-1950), and electronic records on procedure and the disposition of 
cases heard by the Exchequer Court, the Federal Court, and the Supreme 
Court (1920-1979), as well as copies of the Constitutional Acts. 


Records of Parliament: RG 14 
1828-1984 


562 metres 
666 microfilm reels 
153 data files 


Administrative history: Canada’s Parliament was established in 1867 
under provisions of the British North America Act and consists of an 
appointed upper house, the Senate, and the House of Commons elected 
by universal sufferage. Under the constitution, the Parliament of Canada 
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is vested with legislative power. Most of the records of the House of 
Commons date after the 1916 fire which destroyed the Centre Block of 
the Parliament Buildings. 


Arrangement and content: In general, these records cover the post- 
Confederation period. Most of the pre-Confederation parliamentary 
records are in the custody of the Manuscript Division, National Ar- 
chives. The records are arranged according to sessions of Parliament and 
include the following material of the House of Commons (1866-1983), 
Sessional Papers (1916-1983), Appendices to the Journals (1919-1965), 
bills and statutes (1869-1960), committee records (1874-1945), electoral 
records (1867-1950), debates (1867-1974), records of the Clerk, records 
of the Speaker, Test Rolls (1867-1974), Scrolls (1903-1968), administra- 
tive records (1828-1945), Votes and Proceedings (1926-1961), Un- 
finished Business (1896-1965), Supply Resolutions (1909-1963), and 
records on the Mace (1917). Records of the Senate (1867-1974) include 
those of the Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod (1903-1974), sessional 
records, a letterbook of the Legislative Council (1854-1870), and Senate 
and committee records (1895-1971). Other parliamentary records in- 
clude those of the Library of Parliament (1858-1956), and records of 
the Inter-Parliamentary Union (1926, 1933-1937). Electronic 
records include House of Commons Debates 1973-1986; and some 
House of Commons Committee proceedings from 1979-1986. 


Records of the Department of the Interior: RG 15 
1821-1916 


654.3 metres 
169 microfilm reels 
258 aperture card books 


Administrative history: The Department of the Interior was formed in 
1873 to administer all federal lands and natural resources on the 
Canadian prairies, the Railway Belt of British Columbia, and the Far 
North. Inheriting functions from the Departments of the Secretary of 
State (RG 6) and Public Works (RG 11), Interior was charged with 
incorporating the largely unsettled areas of Canada into John A. 
Macdonald’s National Policy, which envisioned an integrated nation 
from sea to sea. As population began to flow to the West, Interior also 
received responsibility for immigration from the Department of Agricul- 
ture (RG 17) in 1892. The rapid expansion of the West and the North 
from the mid-1890s until World War I forced the Department to widen 
its horizons and structures, with various branches sub-dividing again and 
again to cope with their enlarged responsibilities. 
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An example of script issued by the Department of the Interior. The note could be 
surrendered by the holder for cash, or exchanged for 160 acres of homestead lands. At 
various times script was issued to the Métis, original white settlers of the Red River area, 
and members of the militia. (RG 15, Volume 1407, 22 August 1900) (C-89332) 


In 1930, with the settlement process largely completed, control of 
public lands and natural resources in the prairie provinces was handed 
over to the provincial governments and Interior lost most of its raison 
d’étre. On its abolishment in 1936, a large portion of the Department’s 
active records were transferred to the three prairie provinces, especially 
those concerming surveys, lands, timber, water, and minerals. Others 
were transferred to the new Department of Mines and Resources (and its 
many successors, see RG 21 and 22). 


The many branches of the Department of the Interior maintained 
separate record systems and these continued after 1936 in other depart- 
ments. Accordingly, these records have been assigned to separate record 
groups, including Indian Affairs (RG 10), Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police (RG 18), Forestry (RG 39), Geological Survey of Canada (RG 
45), Dominion Observatories (RG 48), Immigration (RG 76), Canadian 
Parks Service (RG 45), Northen Affairs (RG 85), Mines (RG 86), 
Mineral Resources (RG 87), Surveys and Mapping (RG 88), Water 
Resources (RG 89), National Battlefields Commission (RG 90), Yukon 
Territorial Government (RG 91), and Chief Geographer (RG 92). 
Throughout its existence, however, Interior’s principal function con- 
cemed land Administration and Settlement, as represented by the 
Dominion Lands Branch and related units, the records of which form the 
core of RG 15. Nevertheless, the records in RG 15 reflect to some degree 
the activities of all the branches that at one time or another were part of 
the Department. 
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Arrangement and content: Administrative and operational records of 
the Department may be found under the series Office of the Deputy 
Minister (1873-1958); financial records under Accounts Branch 
(1876-1959); and legal records under Solicitor’s Branch (1898-1928). 
The series Dominion Lands Administration (1821-1959) contains 
administrative records and subject files on western lands administration 
and settlement, including settlements established by ethnic groups and 
colonization companies. Records specially related to ordnance lands are 
included under Ordnance and Admiralty Lands Branch (1821-1947) 
and to school lands under Schools Lands Branch (1904-1934). Homes- 
tead grant registers and letters of patent are found under the series Lands 
Patent Branch (1835-1916). The series Timber and Grazing Branch 
(1873-1953) includes records concerning natural resource development 
by the private sector, in particular grazing leases, and timber, irrigation, 
and mining permits. Three much smaller series include the North Ter- 
ritories Branch (1873-1883), which primarily contains letters ad- 
dressed to the Minister of the Interior and correspondence of Lieutenant- 
Govermor of the Northwest Territories; the British Columbia Lands 
Branch (1885-1957), which contains correspondence regarding the rail- 
way belt through British Columbia; and the Ordnance, Admiralty and 
Railway Lands Branch (1922-1932), which consists of field survey 
notes. 


Records of the Department of National Revenue: RG 16 
1787-1981 


215 metres 
61 microfilm reels 


Administrative history: The Department of National Revenue — or 
Revenue Canada, as it is known today — was created shortly after 
Confederation. In 1868, two separate departments were established: 
Customs, which was responsible for collecting customs duties and canal 
tolls, and Inland Revenue, which was responsible for collecting all 
excise duties, indirect taxes, and stamp duties. 


In 1887, the ministers of these departments were reduced to con- 
trollers and responsibility for them was placed under the Department of 
Trade and Commerce from 1892 to 1897, when once again they were 
elevated to full departmental status. The two departments were merged 
as Customs and Inland Revenue in 1918. From 1921 to 1927, the 
Department was known as Customs and Excise. The collection of in- 
come tax, which had been the responsibility of the Department of 
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Finance since 1917, was transferred to the Department of Customs and 
Excise in 1924. In 1927, its name was changed to the Department of 
National Revenue. 


The current Department is divided into two functional com- 
ponents: Customs and Excise and Taxation. 


Arrangement and content: This record group is divided into three 
series. The first contains documents pertaining to customs, excise, and 
inland revenue, and consists primarily of the Correspondence and Port 
Records of customs collectors, and correspondence sent to the Commis- 
sioner of Customs (1790-1882). This correspondence is arranged 
chronologically, by port name. The Port Records (1795-1965) consist of 
vessel control registers, import and export information, and accounting 
records. Legislation, proclamations, Orders-in-Council, circulars and 
directives dealing with the administration of the Department are con- 
tained in the Special Records (1928-1970). A number of Tariff Files 
(1920-1965) have been kept as samples. The records of the Commis- 
sioner of Customs (1893-1963) deal with the legislation governing 
distilleries and tobacco producers. The second series consists of Cus- 
toms and Excise records created by the Office of the Deputy Minister 
(1925-1961) which contain the replies of the Minister to the House of 
Commons, and documents regarding certain fraudulent practices within 
the Department. The third series, Taxation, contains sample income tax 
retum forms (1917-1965), minutes of the Royal Commission on 
Government Organization (Glassco) (1962-1968), a selection of the 
pension plans submitted by pension plan companies, some Business 
Profits War Tax files (1915-1921), and a selection of case studies on 
succession duties. 


Records of the Department of Agriculture: RG 17 
1845-1987 


1,632.4 metres 
435 microfilm reels 
1 data file 


Administrative history: Many of the federal Department of 
Agriculture’s initial responsibilities after Confederation were outside the 
realm of agriculture per se, namely immigration (RG 76, 26, and 15), 
census and statistics (RG 31), marine and emigrant hospitals (RG 29), 
international exhibitions (RG 72), patents, copyrights, and industrial 
designs (RG 105), archives (RG 37), and quarantine and public health 
(RG 29). Research in agricultural science and practice through the 
Experimental Farms System significantly broadened the Department’s 
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early work in agriculture by the tum of the century. The responsibilities 
of the Department expanded in the twentieth century to include all 
aspects of agricultural research, production, marketing, trade, and 
economic assistance. The non-agricultural functions of the Department 
were gradually transferred to other federal departments between 1867 
and 1919. Thus the Department of Agriculture’s mandate increasingly 
came to reflect purely agricultural concems. 


Arrangement and content: RG 17 is divided into several records 
series. The Department’s first major central registry system, Records of 
the Minister, Deputy Minister, and Secretary (1852-1920), docu- 
ments Departmental activity in agriculture, immigration, quarantine and 
public health, census and statistics, patents, copyrights, timbermarks, 
international exhibitions, and archives. (Smaller series comprised of 
letterbooks and other corespondence also deal with the functions listed 
above). 


The second Departmental central registry system, Central Regis- 
try Files and Indexes (1918-1953), and several individual branch 
registries, richly document Departmental affairs from 1920 to the early 
1950s. Records deal with the Experimental Farms System, all facets of 
animal, plant, and plant product research, forest biology, wartime ad- 
ministration, racetrack betting, agricultural marketing, food certification 
and inspection, international trade, assistance programs, and Depart- 
mental administration. The third central registry system, Central 
Registry Files (1959-1974), established in 1960, contains subject files 
created up to the mid-1980s which reflect the activities of the operational 
branches of Agriculture Canada: Research, Food Production and Inspec- 
tion, Communications, Marketing and Economics, Finance and Ad- 
ministration, and Farm Income Services Branch. 


Other records series document related Departmental matters such 
as the work of the Alachlor Review Board (1987). Material in electronic 
form consists of a data file containing information on the Canadian 
Dairy Commission producer records for 1975. 


Records of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police: RG 18 
1863-1982 


473 metres 
416 microfilm reels 


Administrative history: In 1873, the North West Mounted Police 
(NWMP) was established to administer justice in the Northwest Terri- 
tories, in particular, to pacify the Indians, to suppress the liquor traffic, 
and to collect customs dues. The NWMP was originally organized with 
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two responsibility centres — the Comptroller, located in Ottawa who 
reported through the responsible department to Parliament, and the 
Commissioner, located in the West, who was responsible to the Comp- 
troller for the day to day operations of the Force. 


In the 1920 reorganization, the name of the Force changed to the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP), the Office of the Comptroller 
was abolished and the Commissioner’s Office was relocated to head- 
quarters in Ottawa. At the same time, the Force absorbed the respon- 
sibilies and staff of the Dominion Police in the area of domestic security. 


The RCMP now administers the enforcement of all federal laws in 
Canada and by agreement enforces criminal and provincial laws in all 
provinces except Quebec and Ontario. The Force has been under the 
jurisdiction of numerous departments since 1873 but now reports to 
Parliament through the Solicitor General. 


Arrangement and content: The records are arranged according to the 
lines of administrative responsibility starting with the Comptroller’s 
Office (1874-1919), and the Commissioner’s Office (1876-1920). 
These two series of records are subject files with similar filing systems 
and represent the incoming correspondence covering all operations of 
the Force. Very often a copy of the outgoing correspondence has also 
been added to the file. There are letterbooks to complement both series. 
These series also contain records related to Finance, Supply, Quarantine 
Services, Norther Patrols, and early Criminal Investigation. Other 
series of records represent Division and Detachment Records (1874- 
1980), a sampling of the journals, telegrams, local orders, and letter- 
books of some of the divisions and detachments (more complete records 
of the daily operations of the divisions and detachments will be found in 
the records of the Commissioner’s Office); Dominion Police Records 
(1872-1919), a few letterbooks of the Commissioner of Police and 
personnel registers; Yukon Records (1898-1951), consisting of letter- 
books, daily journals, general orders, and a few subject files (the records 
of both the Comptroller’s Office and the Commissioner’s Office also 
contain patrol reports, investigative reports, and administrative files 
related to the Yukon); records of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
(1902-1982), records from the post-1920 Headquarters Registry Files; 
Criminal Investigation Branch files; Security Records and Personnel 
Records (1873-1954). The personnel files cover the NWMP, RNWMP, 
and the RCMP. 
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Records of the Department of Finance: RG 19 
1775-1981 


835 metres 
835 microfilm reels 


Administrative history: The Department was officially created in 
1869, although its origins can be traced to the functions administered by 
the Office of the Receiver General established in the eighteenth century. 
At various times in its history, the Department of Finance has been 
responsible for the Treasury Board (RG 55), the Royal Canadian Mint 
(RG 120), tax collection (RG 16), old age pensions, the superannuation 
fund, and the Tariff Board (RG 79). Some of these activities were 
transferred to other departments and agencies in the 1930s, so that 
Finance could concentrate on central analytical and policy work. Today, 
the Department is principally responsible for assisting the government 
in developing and implementing financial and economic policies and 
measures to best accomplish its major fiscal objectives. To accomplish 
these duties, the Department is divided into the following branches: tax 
policy and legislation, federal-provincial relations and social policy, 
economic programs and government finance, fiscal policy and economic 
analysis, and international trade and finance. Lastly, the Finance Mini- 
ster is responsible for the application of more than 60 acts of Parliament. 


Arrangement and content: The records of the Finance Department are 
divided into six main series. The records on the Abolition of Seigneurial 
Tenure (1853-1929) contain general correspondence, and supporting 
documents for indexes and registers. The Office of the Receiver 
General (1775-1879) records consist of accounting records, payment 
authorities, and correspondence received and sent. The series entitled 
Agencies and Acts Administered by the Department of Finance 
contains records pertaining to the acts and agencies for which the 
Department is responsible. The Financial Records series (1810-1966) 
complements the Office of the Receiver General series described above. 
It contains different types of accounting records, such as general ledgers, 
payment authorities, and the pay list. The Ministerial Correspondence 
documents include ministerial correspondence for the period 1840- 
1957. This series, like the one described below, is frequently consulted 
by researchers. Its chief characteristic is that it contains information on 
the ministers, deputy ministers, and senior officials who worked in the 
Department during this period. This series also includes records pertain- 
ing to various committees. The Central Registry Files contain docu- 
ments created by various Departmental branches and divisions, except 
for records created by the Office of Finance Minister Donald M. Flem- 
ing. These files cover such topics as international programs, internation- 
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al economic relations, tariffs, international finance, legislation, the spe- 
cial council on taxation, and the committee on tax structure. Files dealing 
with federal-provincial relations, social policy, resource programs, 
economic development, and federal finances are also included. A "spe- 
cial subjects" heading consisting of the files of the Central Mortgage and 
Housing Corporation, a collection of press releases, and records of the 
Canada Deposit Insurance Corporation and Municipal Development and 
Loan Board is also included in this series. 


Records of the Department of Industry, Trade and Commerce: RG 20 
1880-1983 


1,339.9 metres 
161 microfilm reels 
29 data files 


Administrative history: The Department of Trade and Commerce was 
established in 1892, and assumed jurisdiction over trade and commerce 
matters formerly administered by the Finance Department (RG 19). At 
various times in its history the Department has been responsible for 
steamship subsidies and mail subventions, Chinese immigration (RG 
76), census and statistics (RG 31), the grain trade, the exhibition com- 
mission (RG 72), and a host of operational activities now performed by 
other departments. 


The Department of Industry was established in 1963 with the 
responsibility of fostering the efficient development of the Canadian 
manufacturing industry; improving the balance of payments; encourag- 
ing research and development; and promoting efficiency in industry. In 
addition, the Department’s Area Development Agency was responsible 
for formulating and implementing activities to encourage economic 
development in designated areas. 


In 1969, Trade and Commerce amalgamated with the Department 
of Industry to form the Department of Industry, Trade and Commerce 
(ITC). The main objective of ITC was to further the growth, produc- 
tivity, employment opportunities, and prosperity of the Canadian 
economy through the efficient development of Canada’s manufacturing 
and processing industries and the expansion of trade and tourism. In 
1982, responsibility for domestic industrial development was transferred 
to anew department, Regional Industrial Expansion, and the internation- 
al trade function of ITC was assumed by External Affairs (RG 25). 


Arrangement and content: A large part of the material in RG 20 is 
found in the central registry systems of the three departments involved 
which cover all aspects of the departments’ activities. The Department 
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of Trade and Commerce had four systems; a correspondence registry and 
three subject file registries used for the periods 1893-1905, 1906-1961, 
1961-1966, and 1966-1969 respectively. The Department of Industry 
and the Department of Industry, Trade and Commerce each had a single 
registry system throughout their existence. In addition to the central 
systems, the record group contains records produced by specific com- 
ponents of the departments. These include: administrative and reference 
files of the Economic Research and Development Branch (1926- 
1955); records of the Commodities Branch (1946-1959); records of the 
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National Design Branch — later Design Canada — including cor- 
respondence, officers’ files, and award records (1947-1985); records of 
the International Trade Relations Branch which cover such subjects 
as international tariffs and GATT (1912-1969); material. relating to 
Expo’67 from the Fairs and Missions Branch (1963-1971); records of 
the Trade Commissioners Service consisting mainly of commis- 
sioners’ reports (1921-1960) and records of the Agriculture and 
Fisheries Branch covering primarily grain production and export. Of- 
fice and subject files of various ministers and deputy ministers of these 
departments (1892-1977) are also held in RG 20. The latter includes files 
of the Historical Records Section (1892-1977) compiled by the 
Departmental Historian. The records held in electronic form relate to 
tourism surveys, 1971-1974, consumer surveys 1977, industrial and 
investment surveys, 1975-1978, employment and labour force history 
surveys, 1977-1979, and vacation surveys, 1967-1983. 


Records of the Department of Energy, Mines and Resources: RG 21 
1883-1985 


97.2 metres 
7 data files 


Administrative history: When the Department of the Interior (RG 15) 
was abolished in 1936, federal responsibility for mapping and surveys, 
mines, energy, and a number of other resource functions was placed in 
three departments in direct succession: Mines and Resources (1936- 
1949), Mines and Technical Surveys (1949-1966), and Energy, Mines 
and Resources (1966-1979). (For information on other direct successors 
to the Department of Interior, see the entry for RG 22.) RG 21 primarily 
contains general policy development records maintained in the central 
registries of these departments. Operational records, which document 
the implementation of these policies, including records which date from 
the time when the functions were administered by the Department of the 
Interior, are now maintained in the following record groups: Geological 
Survey of Canada (RG 45), Dominion Observatories (RG 48), 
Dominion Coal Board (RG 81), Mines Branch (RG 86), Mineral Resour- 
ces Branch (RG 87), Surveys and Mapping Branch (RG 88), Water 
Resources Branch (RG 89), and Geographical Branch (RG 92). Unlike 
the particular subject focus of each of these records groups, RG 21 
contains information on all the functions they document. The records of 
RG 21 also document the activities of anumber of agencies that reported 
through the Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources. These include 
Atomic Energy of Canada Limited, Eldorado Nuclear Limited and its 
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subsidiaries (RG 134), Atomic Energy Control Board (RG 60), the 
National Energy Board (RG 99), Uranium Canada Limited, and the 
Interprovincial Boundary Commission. 


Arrangement and content: The records are arranged in a number of 
series. The registry files of the Deputy Minister’s Office (1931-1969, 
1983-1984) document the wide range of activities undertaken by the 
Department and its predecessors; information on committees, boards, 
advisory groups, and specific resource and energy issues are contained 
in this series of records. The Central Registry Series (1930-1981) 
contains both administrative and operational records relating to the 
functions and activities of the Department and its various branches. 
Administration, finance, general services, property, personnel, materiel 
management, information services, and a wide range of operational 
subjects are the general categories contained in this series. In addition, 
there are series of records relating to the Special Projects Branch 
(1939-1949), the Canadian Permanent Committee on Geographical 
Names (1883-1973), and files documenting the Canadian Institute of 
Mining and Metallurgy (1965-1975), the Royal Commission on Energy 
(Borden Commission, 1958-1959), and the ENERSAVE/HOMEPLAN 
Program (1966-1985). Electronic records contain data on the distribu- 
tion and concentration of trace metals in lake sediments. 


Records of the Department of Indian and Northern Affairs: RG 22 
1867-1988 


219.7 metres 
2 data files 


Administrative history: After the Department of the Interior (RG 15) 
was dissolved in 1936, many of its responsibilities for resource develop- 
ment in the West and North and also for native affairs were taken up by 
four federal departments in succession: the Departments of Mines and 
Resources (1936-1949), Resources and Development (1949-1953), 
Northem Affairs and National Resources (1953-1966), and Indian Af- 
fairs and Northern Development (1966), which is now Indian and North- 
em Affairs. (See the entry for RG 21 for additional successors to the 
Department of the Interior.) The various responsibilities of Interior were 
thus scattered across the many, and frequently changing, administrative 
components of these departments during these years. At the same time, 
many new responsibilities were undertaken by these departments. 


Records which were created by the Department of the Interior’s 
four successor departments (as noted above), and which document the 
development of policy across or above these various programs, were 
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maintained by these departments separately from the records which 
document the actual implementation of policy in particular program 
areas. The registry systems for the former records are contained in RG 
22. The operational or implementation records of various programs 
which were administered by one or more of these departments, including 
the Department of the Interior, are now maintained in separate record 
groups: Indian Affairs (RG 10), Forestry (RG 39), Canadian Parks 
Service (RG 84), Northern Affairs Program (RG 85), Mines (RG 86), 
Mineral Resources (RG 87), Surveys and Mapping (RG 88), Water 
Resources (RG 89), National Battlefields Commission (RG 90), Yukon 
Territorial Records (RG 91), and Canadian Wildlife Service (RG 109). 


RG 22 also contains records created by a number of commissions 
and committees created after 1936 (such as the Alaska Highway Pipeline 
Inquiry) which also deal with policy concerms across the various pro- 
gram areas handled by Interior’s administrative successors. Other 
records include those of the many agencies that reported to Parliament 
through the various ministers responsible for these departments. 
Records of this kind in RG 22 include those of the Commissioner of the 
Yukon Territory, the Commissioner of the Northwest Territories and the 
Northern Canada Power Commission (RG 96). 


Arrangement and content: The records are grouped into series that 
reflect the departments they represent. They are the Department of 
Resources and Development (1867-1957), the Department of North- 
ern Affairs and National Resources (1944-1966), the Department of 
Indian Affairs (1937-1975), the Office of the Deputy Minister (1953- 
1967), Indian Affairs and Northern Development (1922-1977), and 
Indian and Northern Affairs (1967-1988). Of particular interest in this 
record group are the records created by the Deputy Minister’s Office 
(1922-1983), the Information Division and its Predecessors (1920- 
1972), the Engineering and Architecture Branch and its predecessors 
(1913-1976), and the Administration Program (1937-1977). Also in- 
cluded are records that relate specifically to the Advisory Commission 
on the Development of Government in the Northwest Territories (1965- 
1966), the Alaska Highway Pipeline Inquiry (1974-1977), the Coor- 
dinator of the Advisory Committee on Northern Development (1953- 
1967), the Senior Science Advisor (1968-1977), the Office of Native 
Claims (1976-1987), and the Office of the Task Force to Review Com- 
prehensive Claims Policy (1973-1986). Electronic records in this 
record group consist of canal use surveys for 1977-1978 and document 
traffic flow through federally managed canals. 
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Records of the Department of Fisheries and Oceans: RG 23 
1883-1984 


544.8 metres 
372 microfilm reels 
1 data file 


Administrative history: In 1868, the new Dominion established its own 
Department of Marine and Fisheries which became responsible for 
promoting and protecting Canada’s seacoast and inland fisheries. After 
being placed under the Department of Naval Service in 1914, Marine 
and Fisheries was reinstated as a distinct department in 1920. In 1930, a 
separate Department of Fisheries was created, an arrangement which 
endured until 1969 when the federal government’s fisheries and forestry 
programs were joined to form the Department of Fisheries and Forestry 
(see RG 39). This latter Department was soon dissolved, and in 1972 its 
programs became the principal components of the new Department of 
the Environment. Following the demise of the short-lived Department of 
Fisheries and Environment in the mid-1970s, the government’s fisheries 
activities were moved to the newly-created Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans in 1979. 


Various agencies of the Canadian government have been involved 
in oceanographic research since the late nineteenth century (see RG 42 
and 139). Following an earlier period of effort to organize oceanographic 
research during the 1930s and 1940s, growing Canadian and intemation- 
al attention to Law of the Sea issues during the 1950s and 1960s, 
influenced the federal government to develop and organize on a more 
formal and coordinated basis its oceanographic activities in waters 
contiguous to Canada for scientific, defensive, and economic purposes. 
By the early 1960s, the Department of Mines and Technical Surveys had 
become heavily involved in the surveying and investigation of Canada’s 
coastal waters, and in 1961 a separate Division of Oceanographic Re- 
search of its Surveys and Mapping Branch (RG 88) was created, which 
was followed a year later by the establishment of a Marine Sciences 
Branch. This Branch inherited the Department’s Canadian Hydrographic 
Service (RG 139), the Division of Oceanographic Research, and the Ship 
Division. It was around this time, too, in 1962, that the Bedford Institute 
of Oceanography and the Institute of Ocean Sciences were created. The 
Marine Sciences Branch was subsequently transferred to the Department 
of Energy, Mines and Resources (RG 21) in 1966 and then to Environ- 
ment (RG 108) in 1972. Finally, the oceanographic program was placed 
with Fisheries and Oceans in 1979 where the federal government’s 
fisheries management and ocean science programs are now jointly 
located. 


Arrangement and content: The records from Fisheries and Oceans fall 
principally into the following series: Ministerial Administrative 
Records (1908-1979), records on various commissions, councils, and 
committees from the offices of several departmental ministers and 
deputy ministers; Central Registry Records (1883-1915), records 
covering a wide array of subjects related to fisheries protection and 
fisheries conservation; Central Registry Files (1915-1960s) which, in 
addition to the subjects covered in the earlier file classification system, 
also includes files concerning legislation and regulations; conferences, 
conventions, and meetings; species investigations and fish breeding; fish 
vessel, storage and catch technologies, economic development 
programs, and international scientific and economic agreements and 
cooperation; and Fisheries Research Board of Canada (1953-1979), 
including central registry files and transcripts of interviews with leading 
government officials. Finally, there are also files from a more recent 
Fisheries and Oceans’ registry system. These span the 1940s-1970s 
period and cover subjects similar to those found in the above central 
registry systems. Holdings in electronic form consist of a data file 
containing the data from the Foreign Fishing Vessel Licencing Informa- 
tion System for 1977. 


Records of the Department of National Defence: RG 24 
1870-1982 


8,290.4 metres 

6,506 microfilm reels 
870 microfiches 

19 data files 


Administrative history: The Department of National Defence (DND) 
was established in 1922 by the amalgamation of the Department of 
Militia and Defence (RG 9), the Department of the Naval Service, and 
the Air Board. In 1968, the Royal Canadian Navy, the Canadian Army, 
and the Royal Canadian Air Force were unified into a single force. DND 
is responsible for the control and management of the Canadian Armed 
Forces, the former Defence Research Board, and all matters relating to 
national defence including the construction and maintenance of defence 
establishments and facilities. 


Arrangement and content: The records are arranged into eight general 
series which include the Minister’s Office (1917-1920, 1947-1957), the 
Tri-Service Functions (1942-1970), the Joint Staff, as well as the 
records of the Army (1870-1967), the Navy (1903-1970), the Air Force 
(1920-1965), the unified Canadian Armed Forces (1940-1982), and 
the Defence Research Board (1943-1974). Each arm of the Forces and 
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the Defence Research Board, as well as the staff areas, had their own 
registry system which has been retained by the Archives within the 
individual series. For the three arms of the Forces and the Armed Forces 
after unification, there are Headquarters Registry Files or Central 
Registry Files consisting of administrative, policy, and operational 
records. There are also records on a wide variety of subjects including 
recruiting and training, pay and benefits, orders, committees, and 
records on arms, equipment, research, and the like; also included are 
records created by the Directorate of History. The Army files contain 
corps records, unit records, war diaries, military district records, as well 
as claims and intemment files and the records of the Canadian Military 
Headquarters, London, England in World War II. The Navy files include 
ships’ logs, ships’ books, and ships’ files, intelligence records, the 
records of the Atlantic, Pacific, and Newfoundland Commands, naval 
divisions, and naval liason records. The Air Force records include opera- 
tions record books and diaries, air station site plans, and the Air Board 
minutes. For the unified Armed Forces there are files on the more 
ceremonial functions of the Forces and files on the unification. The 
Defence Research Board records contain administrative and operational 
files, some Chairman’s Records, public relations files, and newspaper 
clippings. The record group also contains the records of the War Pur- 
chasing Commission, Parliamentary Returns, records of the Dependents 
Board of Trustees, and files on signals. Subjects held in electronic form 
include a file on the personal information of all traceable Canadian 
Airmen in World War I, as well as files on the evaluation of recruits, 
work attitudes, quality of life, officer motivation, personnel assessments, 
relocation, and release. 


Records of the Department of External Affairs: RG 25 
1803-1984 


1,052 metres 
154 microfilm reels 


Administrative history: The Department of External Affairs was 
formed in 1909 to be responsible for the conduct of Canadian relations 
with other countries, within the context of the British Empire. In 1931, 
the scope of this responsibility was constitutionally broadened by the 
Statute of Westminster to include all aspects of Canadian intemational 
relations. The Department is now responsible for the coordination and 
formulation of all Canadian international activity relating to diplomatic 
posts, representation at international organizations, and the negotiation 
of international treaties and agreements. 
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Arrangement and content: These records are arranged according to the 
office which created them and the operational function they served, 
including series for Headquarters, Foreign Posts, International Con- 
ferences and Commissions, and International Negotiations. The records 
within the Headquarters series (1887-1974) are arranged according to 
the Departmental heirarchy beginning with the Records of the Secretary 
of External Affairs and the Minister of External Relations (1973-1984), 
then, the Records of the Under-Secretary of External Affairs (1908- 
1952), followed by the Central Registries (1909-1976), Briefing Books 
(1887-1976), and the Divisional Records (1891-1963). The Foreign 
Posts series (1880-1984) is arranged by the post where the records were 
created. The Canadian High Commission in London (1880-1976) and 
the Washington Embassy (1927-1970) comprise the largest part of this 
series. Thirteen other Canadian foreign posts are covered in the 
remainder of this series. The International Conferences and Commis- 
sions series (1911-1984) is composed of records from conferences or 
meetings which are of indefinite duration. Included in this series are 
Imperial Conferences (1897-1933), the League of Nations (1922-1938), 
Commonwealth Conferences (1944-1973), the United Nations (1945- 
1958), La Francophonie (1960-1985), and a number of other conferen- 
ces and meetings (1922-1984). The records in the International 
Negotiations series (1883-1965) are divided into two sub-series. The 
first contains actual treaties, agreements, statutes, and protocols signed 
by Canada (1910-1985). The other sub-series consists of correspon- 
dence and prints in support of these and other negotiations (1883-1985). 
There is also a series of Miscellaneous records (1803-1976) within this 
record group which are largely comprised of documents created by 
foreign or international bodies in which Canada had an interest. Included 
among these are Foreign Office Prints (1803-1949), United Kingdom 
Intelligence Documents (1915-1919), and War Crimes Documents 
(1944-1948). 


Records of the Department of Citizenship and Immigration: RG 26 
1880-1979 


23.6 metres 


Administrative history: Until 1917, immigration was first the respon- 
sibility of the Department of Agriculture (RG 17) and then the Depart- 
ment of the Interior (RG 15). In 1917, the Department of Immigration 
and Colonization was established, and since then Immigration has ex- 
isted as a separate department, except for the period from 1936 to 1949, 
when it was the responsibility of the Department of Mines and Resour- 
ces. The Department of Citizenship and Immigration existed from 1949 
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to 1966, when the Department of Manpower and Immigration was 
established, (called since 1977 the Department of Employment and 
Immigration). In addition to immigration, the Department of Citizenship 
and Immigration was responsible for such diverse programs as Citizen- 
ship (RG 6), Indian Affairs (RG 10 and 22), the National Gallery of 
Canada, and the Public Archives of Canada (RG 37). The operational 
records of the Immigration Branch remained a distinct series from 1893 
to the present and have been preseved as such in RG 76. 


Arrangement and content: The main series in RG 26 is the Deputy 
Minister’s Records (1923-1972). These records include subject files 
from the Deputy Minister’s Registry, legal files, committee agendas, 
meeting minutes, correspondence, reports, statistical tabulations, and 
miscellaneous briefing books. The bulk of the records document three of 
the Department’s programs: Immigration, Manpower, and Indian Af- 
fairs, although some relate to Citizenship, the National Gallery, the 
Public Archives, and the Dominion Carillonneur. The Deputy Minister’s 
files contain subject files on immigration policy, legislation and regula- 
tions, Departmental organization, and various parliamentary, 
Departmental and interdepartmental committees on immigration. There 
are also files on the administration of the Immigration program, showing 
occupational selection, processing and documentation, medical and 
security examinations, settlement, employment and welfare services for 
immigrants, assisted passage, and non-governmental services. The legal 
files contain reference material on issues such as Indian Affairs, federal 
lands and resources, immigration, citizenship, manpower, and radio 
censorship. There are also two detailed statistical compilations relating 
to immigration to Canada from 1880 to 1964. Within the records of the 
Citizenship Branch (1941-1961) are those of the Editorial Section, 
which was responsible for the research, translation, and correspondence 
necessary to report on the political complexion of the ethnic press in 
Canada during World War II. 


Records of the Department of Labour: RG 27 
1882-1988 


1,750 metres 
305 microfilm reels 


Administrative history: The Department of Labour was created pur- 
suant to the Conciliation Act of 1900. The principal objectives of the 
Department were the preparation and publication of the Labour Gazette; 
settlement of industrial disputes under the terms of the Conciliation Act, 
promotion of fair wage payment and proper conditions; for those 
employed on public work; and administration of the Alien Labour Acts. 
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Responsibility for administering the Department was initially placed 
with the Postmaster General. (The Office of Minister of Labour as a 
separate Cabinet portfolio was not to be established until 1909.) 


The Department was given important additional responsibilities 
over the years. It participated in the creation of a system of national 
employment offices after 1918, and implemented Canada’s first old age 
pension scheme after 1926. During the Depression, it was responsible 
for federal unemployment relief and, with the Department of National 
Defence, administered camps for the single unemployed. In 1940, the 
Department began to administer unemployment insurance in Canada. 
Du.ing World War II, the Department of Labour was responsible for the 
manpower policy of the federal government, through the National Selec- 
tive Service. After 1945, the Department became increasingly involved 
in the creation, planning, and administration of the Canada Labour Code. 


Legislation administered by Labour Canada in 1989 includes 
responsibility (for workers under federal jurisdiction) for working con- 
ditions such as hours of work, minimum wages, annual vacations, 
holidays with pay, equal wages, unjust dismissal, group and individual 
terminations of employment, severance pay, the regulation of fair wages 
and hours of labour contracts made with the federal government for 
construction, remodelling, repair or demolition of any work; federal 
mediation and conciliation services; government employee and mer- 
chant seamen compensation; occupational safety and health; and labour 
adjustment assistance benefits for workers affected by redundancies and 
layoffs. 


Arrangement and content: Sixty-nine records series make up the 
records of Labour Canada. Almost all the records in the group are central 
registry files. RG 27 holds over 10 metres of Minister’s Office records 
and close to 90 metres of Deputy Minister’s records. The records are 
more complete for the years after 1930, and Deputy Minister’s records 
for the period 1900-1914 are rare. In the Lacelle Files there are over 20 
metres of records covering all major activities of the Deputy Minister’s 
Office between 1902 and 1945. "Administration" and "General Ser- 
vices" series contain the main subject and correspondence files of the 
Deputy Minister’s Office for the years 1930 to 1974 while another series, 
"Committees, Conferences, Meetings," illustrates the Department of 
Labour’s participation in a number of important boards and dominion- 
provincial conferences between 1920 and 1966. An important part of the 
Department of Labour’s original mandate was to collect industrial rela- 
tions information and to make it available to employers and unions in 
Canada as well as to retain it for Departmental purposes. Three series of 
records in RG 27 document this function. The Strikes and Lockouts 
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Files provide information on every strike and lockout occurring in 
Canada between 1907 and 1977. Consisting mainly of newspaper clipp- 
ings, the files have been microfilmed. Companions to the Strikes and 
Lockouts Files in the record group are the Collective Agreements series 
(1910-1986), and the Conciliation and Arbitration files (1944-1981). 
For many years the Department maintained a Press Clipping Division 
which clipped Canadian newspapers on a wide variety of topics of 
interest to Departmental officials, covering the years 1900-1971. Also 
available is the Vertical Files series created by the Department of 
Labour Library which contains early pamphlets, leaflets, and bulletins 
on labour subjects not usually found in other collections. (The Depart- 
mental library at Labour Canada retains a copy of these files on micro- 
fiche as well as an index to them.) Other series in this record group 
document important activities undertaken by the Department of Labour. 
In 1930, the Department became responsible for Ottawa’s program of 
unemployment relief payments to Canada’s provinces and municipal- 
ities. The Department’s key responsibility for Canadian manpower 
policy during World War II is documented in the National Selective 
Service records. (The activities of the Department’s Japanese Division 
are represented in a section of the central registry files.) As World War 
II came to an end, the Department of Labour became responsible, along 
with the Department of Immigration, for the government’s policy of 
expanded immigration to Canada after 1945. The Department also 
supervised an extensive farm labour program in Canada during these 
years. More and more in the past 20 years, Labour Canada has been 
involved in the development and implementation of the Canada Labour 
Code for industries under federal jurisdiction. Key series include the 
Labour Standards Branch (1949-1979), the Employment Relations 
and Conditions of Work Branch (1944-1983), and the Occupational 
Safety and Health Branch (1919-1981). Included are policy and ad- 
ministrative records as well as company compliance files and some 
complaint files. 


Records of the Department of Munitions and Supply: RG 28 
1939-1953 


153.2 metres 
1 microfilm reel 


Administrative history: In September 1939, the Department of Muni- 
tions and Supply was established with responsibility for the allocation 
and control of raw materials and services, the conversion of industry to 
wartime production, establishment of new industries, and ensuring fair 
prices to meet the demands of war. The Department of Reconstruction 
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was created in 1944 to formulate and coordinate plans and projects for 
post-war reconstruction. These two departments were merged in Decem- 
ber 1945 as the Department of Reconstruction and Supply and continued 
in existence until 1951. The procurement function was transferred to the 
Canadian Commercial Corporation (RG 65) in 1947, and the Depart- 
ment ceased to exist with the creation of the Department of Defence 
Production (RG 49) in 1951. 


Arrangement and content: The records are arranged in two series 
covering Munitions and Supply (1939-1953) and Reconstruction and 
Supply (1942-1949). Under Munitions and Supply are the records of the 
wartime functions including a series of history files; the central registry 
covering such topics as the development of the Canadian Wartime 
Atomic Energy Project; the Economics and Statistics Branch covering 
labour and industrial capabilities; Kotlarsky Files regarding personnel; 
the Wartime Industries Control Board; War Supplies Limited; and mis- 
cellaneous related records. The records of Reconstruction and Supply 
pertain to planning for the post-war period and include a series of 
reference files for the minister’s office central registry system, financial 
records, studies prepared by the Directorate of Air Development 
Economic Research Branch, Wartime Shipbuilding Limited, and related 
records. 


Records of the Department of National Health and Welfare: RG 29 
1815-1986 


1,973.5 metres 
4 microfilm reels 
56 data files 


Administrative history: Responsibility for public health and quaran- 
tine, was initially vested in the Department of Agriculture (RG 17) from 
1867 to 1919. An independent Department of Public Health was created 
in 1919, primarily as a result of the swine flu epidemic of that year. In 
1928, the Department of Health amalgamated with the Department of 
Soldiers’ Civil Re-Establishment (1918-1928) to create the Department 
of Pensions and National Health. In 1944, this Department was split into 
the Department of National Health and Welfare (RG 29) and the Depart- 
ment of Veterans Affairs (RG 38). National Health and Welfare provides 
health and social welfare services to a wide variety of Canadians. Health 
programs include services to Indians, Inuit and other northern residents, 
the public service, immigrants, and civil aviation personnel, quarantine, 
food and drug investigation, inspection of medical devices, envi- 
ronmental health, hospital and medical care insurance (in conjunction 
with the provinces), poison control, aid to the blind, and medical re- 
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search. The Department also administers a variety of income security 
programs such as Old Age Security, Canada Pension Plan, Guaranteed 
Income Supplements, Family Allowance, Youth Allowance, and the 
Canada Assistance Plan. It is also responsible for Fitness and Amateur 
Sport, which reports to Parliament through a separate Minister of State. 


Arrangement and content: This record group contains a wide range of 
records which include central registry files of an administrative and 
operational nature, subject files, personal case files, policy files, research 
grant files, minute books, ledgers (mainly for hospital attendance), 
medical files, briefing books, publications and pamphlets, correspon- 
dence files, working papers, and various reports. Subjects covered in 
these records relate to most of the programs for which Health and 
Welfare is responsible, such as administration of quarantine regulations; 
the development of medical and hospital insurance; inspection of food, 
drugs, and medical devices, either as a prelude to marketing in Canada, 
or as a result of a consumer complaint; administration and operation of 
a variety of income security programs such as Family Allowance, Youth 
Allowance, Old Age Security, Guaranteed Income Supplement, and the 
Canada Pension Plan; improvement of the nutritional standards and 
habits of all Canadians; the treatment of mental health problems; en- 
couragement of physical fitness and the funding of amateur sport; and 
the provision of medical services to natives, Northern residents, the civil 
service, and immigrants. There is also a large amount of research and 
Statistical material on health and welfare. The majority of the records 
date from after World War II, predominantly the late 1950s to the early 
1980s. Information held in electronic form is largely survey data from 
studies commissioned by Health and Welfare, mainly in the 1970s, on 
such subjects as the use of dangerous drugs, the effects of retirement, the 
use of recreational facilities, the nature and amount of alcohol consump- 
tion, nutrition in Canada, the smoking habits of Canadians, and health 
attitudes and behaviour. 


Records of the Canadian National Railways: RG 30 
1836-1975 


1,540.4 metres 
1,208 microfilm reels 


Administrative history: The Canadian National Railway Company 
(CNR) was incorporated in 1919 for the purpose of consolidating the 
railways, works and undertakings comprising the Canadian Northem 
Railway, and operating them together with the Canadian Government 
Railways as a national railway system. In 1923, the Grand Trunk Rail- 
way Company of Canada was amalgamated with the CNR, and there 
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have subsequently been many other railway companies merged with the 
federal company. Some of these include the Canadian Norther Railway, 
the Canadian Government Railways, and the Grand Trunk Railway, 
themselves the products of numerous amalgamations and purchases. 
Canadian National (CN) is the historical by-product of over 500 cor- 
porate components. CN is a proprietary corporation established to 
operate and manage a national system of railways and other transporta- 
tion and related enterprises, which over the years have included trucking 
and bus lines, telecommunications, hotels, radio broadcasting, real es- 
tate, and marine services. In recent years, the corporation has divested 
itself of many of its subsidiary interests and concentrated almost ex- 
clusively on rail freight. 


Arrangement and content: The records are generally organized into 
five "system" series — the Grand Trunk Railway System, the Central 
Vermont Railway System, the Canadian Northern System, the 
Canadian Government Railways System, and the Canadian National 
Railways System. The records are further sub-divided by component 
railway "groups" which made up the larger systems. These include the 
Grand Trunk Pacific Railway System, the Great Western Railway Sys- 
tem, the Northern Railway Group, the Midland Railway Group, the 
Canada Atlantic System, and the Intercolonial Railway. There are also a 
number of artificial groupings which were created to rationalize some of 
the record holdings within the series such as Grand Trunk Properties 
in Quebec and New England, Grand Trunk Properties in Ontario, 
Grand Trunk Properties in the United States, Canadian Northern 
Railways on the Prairies, Canadian Northern Railways in Ontario, 
Canadian Northern Railways in Quebec, Canadian Northern Land 
and Real Estate Companies, government acquired railways in New 
Brunswick, Nova Scotia and in Quebec, the Newfoundland Railway, 
the Northern Alberta Railways, the London and Port Stanley Rail- 
way, and others. Under the Canadian National Railways System, in 
addition to the subsidiaries, the company has been sub-divided by 
departments, including the Bureau of Economics and Department of 
Research and Development, the Operations and Maintenance 
Department, the Office of the Chief Engineer, the Colonization and 
Agricultural Department, Canadian National Land Settlement As- 
sociation, and the Legal Department. Ultimately, there is a unique 
document series for every corporate predecessor and subsidiary of 
Canadian National of which the National Archives has records. These 
series are identified under the relevant corporate name. The records 
consist primarily of corporate-business documents such as journals, cash 
books, ledgers, stock and bond books, minute books, traffic and equip- 
ment registers, registers and files of correspondence, subject files of 
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operating departments and senior administrators, annual reports, deeds, 
leases and contracts, balance sheets and statements, personnel registers, 
traffic rates and accounts, tariffs, engineering and operational records 
related to construction, and property records. There is also a fairly large 
collection of railway systems generated memorabilia and ephemera 
(posters, menus, schedules, tickets, photographs, passes, correspon- 
dence, etc.), many of these items being gathered together in the Museum 
Train series. 


Legal restrictions on access: Access to the records described herein is 
govemed by conditions agreed upon between the transferring institution 
and the National Archives. These are explained in the inventory. Some 
records contain information to which access is restricted. 


Records of Statistics Canada: RG 31 
1825-1983 


201.09 metres 
1,255 microfilm reels 
53 data files 


Administrative history: Statistics Canada’s roots can be traced back to 
the establishment in 1847 of the Board of Registration and Statistics 
which became part of the Bureau of Agriculture in 1855. At Confedera- 
tion, responsibility for census and statistics was placed under the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture (RG 17) where it remained until 1918. In that year, 
the Dominion Bureau of Statistics (Statistics Canada since 1971) was 
created as a central statistical gathering agency. The main functions of 
Statistics Canada include the compilation, analysis, and publication of 
Statistical data relative to the commercial, industrial, financial, social, 
and general condition of the people, and the regular undertaking of a 
census of population and agriculture in Canada. 


Arrangement and content: The records consist of administrative and 
operational files primarily from the Office of the Chief Statistician, 
(1900-1975), and the Office of the Assistant Chief Statistician, (1941- 
1973). Also included are census returns from the Census Field, (1825- 
1901), and in electronic form, the 1871 Census Index Project under- 
taken by the Ontario Genealogical Society. 
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Records of the Public Service Commission: RG 32 
1868-1984 


490.6 metres 
13 microfilm reels 


Administrative history: In 1908, the Civil Service Commission (CSC) 
was created under the Civil Service Act. This legislation introduced the 
merit principle, which resulted in the holding of competitions for 
employees posted in Ottawa. The Civil Service Act of 1918 gave the CSC 
complete authority over the Public Service, making it responsible for its 
control and organization, including recruitment, selection, appointment, 
classification, and pay. The Civil Service Act of 1962 reaffirmed the 
independence of the Commission and the 1967 Public Service Employ- 
ment Act redefined its powers and changed its name to the Public Service 
Commission. At that time, the Commission became a central staffing 
agency that could delegate its powers to the departments. Although 
responsibility for pay, classification, and conditions of employment was 
transferred to the Treasury Board, the Commission retained respon- 
sibility for the administration of the appeals system. The Commission 
reports directly to Parliament, with the Secretary of State submitting its 
report to the House of Commons. 


Arrangement and content: This record group consists of Competition 
Files (1921-1979) containing correspondence, lists or registers of ex- 
aminations administered to candidates, Public Service competitions, and 
decisions regarding the appeal of appointments. One series consists of 
the Organizational Charts of Government Departments (1935-1960) 
and salary data. A collection of Personnel Files (1885-1972) contains 
historical information on former senior Public Service managers. The 
Subject Files (1882-1960) deal with issues such as demobilization 
during the period 1940-1946, strikes, policies, and procedures, as well 
as information on the Commission’s history. Central Registry Files 
(1918-1960) containing correspondence, surveys, reports, minutes, and 
Statistics on the organization and various programs of the Commission. 
Operational Analyses of various departments (1946-1967) comprise 
another series; other series contain documents created by the Special 
Committee on Personnel Management and the Merit Principle 
(1977-1979) and documents on the operations of the Office of the 
Chairman of the Commission (1963-1976). This record group also 
contains documentation on the reassignment of senior managers under 
the Bicultural Development Program (1966-1977), appointments 
from under-represented groups, appointments to the Management 
Category, as well as information on the official languages program and 
the Commission’s regional operations. 
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Records of Royal Commissions: RG 33 
1873-1987 


916.3 metres 
176 microfilm reels 
88 data files 


Administrative history: A royal commission results from a memoran- 
dum of a minister of a department, or the Prime Minister, to the Gover- 
nor-General-in-Council (Cabinet) stating the need for a public inquiry 
on a specified subject. When approved, this memorandum forms the 
basis of an Order-in-Council which sets out the terms of reference for 
the proposed inquiry. It also names the commissioner(s) and usually the 
statutory authority under which the commission is to operate. In the case 
of a royal commission, the statutory authority cited in the Order-in- 
Council is Part I of the /nquiries Act which regulates "Public Inquiries." 
(The first statute in British North America relating to public inquiries 
was enacted in 1846.) 


After the Order-in-Council is passed, a commission appointing the 
commissioner(s) is issued by letters patent under the Great Seal of 
Canada. The commission is the formal authority for the commissioner(s) 
to conduct the inquiry. Similar to the Order-in-Council, the commission 
sets out the terms of reference and the statutory authority for the inquiry. 
Commissions granted under the Great Seal of Canada are considered 
"royal" because they originate with the Crown. In practice, commissions 
are issued by the Governor General, acting in the name of the Crown, 
and on the recommendation of the Governor-General-in-Council (the 
Cabinet). 


Most of the records in this group are from royal commissions. The 
remainder are either "Departmental Investigations" appointed under Part 
II of the /nquiries Act, inquiries appointed under the /nguiries Act, but 
with the part of the Act under which they were appointed remaining 
unknown; or inquiries for which the authorizing statute appointing them 
is unknown. 


Arrangement and content: The records consist of exhibits, submis- 
sions, transcripts of hearings, correspondence, working papers, reports, 
minutes of meetings, research material, and research studies. The 
records are organized by series. Each series represents the records of one 
commission (i.e., RG 33/1, RG 33/2, etc.). The list of 147 separate 
commissions below indicates the series, subject, the name of the Chief 
Commissioner(s), and the outside dates of the records. Some series 
contain electronic records. 
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Canadian Pacific Railway, 1873, Commissioner, J.C. Day. 


Stony Mountain Penitentiary, Manitoba, 1897, Commissioner, 
F.C. Wade. 


Transportation of Canadian Products through Canadian Ports, 
1903-1905, Commissioner, John Bertram. 


Life Insurance, 1891-1907, Commissioner, D.B. MacTavish. 
Grain Trade, 1906-1908, Commissioner, John Miller. 
Quebec Bridge, 1897-1910, Commissioner, H. Holgate. 
Baie Verte Canada, 1875, Commissioner, J. Young. 


Drill Sheds, Province of Ontario, 1915, Commissioner, 
R.A. Pringle. 


Department of Manpower and Immigration, Montreal, 
1959-1976, Commissioner, M™ C. 1’ Heureux-Dubé. 


Air Canada, 1968-1975, Commissioner, W.Z. Estey. 


Records of Public Departments, 1912-1914, Commissioner, 
Jos. Pope. 


Railways and Transportation, 1905-1920, Commissioner, 
A.H. Smith. 


Pulpwood, 1923-1925, Commissioner, Jos. Picard. 
Radio Broadcasting, 1923-1939, Commissioner, John Aird. 


Technical and Professional Services, 1928-1931, Commissioner, 


E.W. Beatty. 
Transportation, 1917-1932, Commissioner, L.P. Duff. 


Banking and Currency, 1928-1934, Commissioner, 
H.P. Macmillan. 


Price Spreads, 1921-1935, Commissioner, H.H. Stevens. 


Financial Arrangements between the Dominion and the Maritime 


Provinces, 1863-1935, Commissioner, T. White. 

Textile Industry, 1871-1938, Commissioner, W.F.A. Turgeon. 
Anthracite Coal, 1936-1937, Commissioner, H.M. Tory. 
Grain, 1907-1938, Commissioner, W.F.A. Turgeon. 


Dominion-Provincial Relations, 1936-1940, Commissioners, 
N.W. Rowell and Jos. Sirois. 


24. 
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Taxation of Annuities and Family Corporations, 1943-1945, 
Commissioner, W.C. Ives. 


Co-operatives, 1937-1945, Commissioner, E.M.W. McDougall. 


Administrative Classifications, 1940-1946, Commissioner, 
Walter L. Gordon. 


Transportation, 1877-1951, Commissioner, W.F.A. Turgeon. 


National Development in the Arts, Letters, and Sciences, 
1946-1951, Commissioner, Vincent Massey. 


Lot Rentals in Banff and Jasper National Parks, 1950, 
Commissioner, H.O. Patriquin. 


Staking of Crown Land in the Northwest Territories, 1951, 
Commissioner, K.J. Christie. 


Quartz and Placer Mining in the Yukon Territory, 1954, 
Commissioner, G.E. Cole. 


Patents, Copyright, Trade Marks and Industrial Design, 
1954-1955, Commissioner, J.L. Isley. 


Hurricane Damage, Humber River Valley, Province of Ontario, 
1954, Commissioner, J.B. Carswell. 


Coasting Trade, 1931, 1945-1958, Commissioner, W.F. Spence. 


Canada’s Economic Prospects, 1951-1960, Commissioner, 
Walter L. Gordon. 


Broadcasting, 1950-1957, Commissioner, R.M. Fowler. 


Employment of Firemen on Diesel Locomotives, 1903-1958, 
Commissioner, R.L. Kellock. 


Newfoundland Finances, 1947-1958, Commissioner, J.B. McNair. 


Energy, 1950-1960, Commissioner, Henry Borden. 


Price Spreads of Food Products, 1948-1960, Commissioner, 
Andrew Stewart. 


Great Slave Lake Railway, 1954-1961, Commissioner, 
Marshall E. Manning. 


Coal, 1954-1960, Commissioner, I.C. Rand. 


Political Partisanship of Edmund Louis Paradis, 1960, 
Commissioner, J.V. Tremblay. 
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Station CHEK-TV, Victoria, Province of British Columbia, 1960, 
Commissioner, Andrew Stewart. 


Automotive Industry, 1950-1961, Commissioner, V.W. Bladen. 


Government Organization, 1951-1963, Commissioner, 
J. Grant Glassco. 


Publications, 1949-1963, Commissioner, M. Grattan O’Leary. 


Unemployment Insurance Act, 1961-1963, Commissioner, 
BC Gil, 


Transportation, 1899-1963, Commissioner, M.A. MacPherson. 


Natural Resources of Saskatchewan, 1900-1935, Commissioner, 
A.K. Dysart. 


Natural Resources of Alberta, 1870-1935, Commissioner, 
A.K. Dysart. 


Natural Resources of Manitoba, 1868-1929, Commissioner, 
W.F.A. Turgeon. 


Cost of News Print Paper, 1916-1921, Commissioner, 
R.A. Pringle. 


Toronto Harbour Commissioners, 1926-1927, Commissioner, 
J.H. Denton. 


Horse Race Meets and Betting, 1919-1920, Commissioner, 
J.G. Rutherford. 


Disturbances at Arvida in July 1941, Commissioners, Sévéren 
Létourneau and W.L. Bond. 


Halifax Disorders, 7 and 8 May 1945, 1939-1945, Commissioner, 
R.L. Kellock. 


Prices, 1948-1949, Commissioner, C.A. Curtis. 


The S.S. Northland Incident, 1919, Commissioner, 
F.E. Hodgins. 


Japanese Black Dragon Society, Province of British Columbia, 
1939-1942, Commissioner, J.C.A. Cameron. 


Shell Committee Contracts, 1915-1916, Commissioners, 
W. Meredith and L.P. Duff. 


Espionage in Government Service ("Gouzenko Affair"), 
1942-1946, Commissioners, R. Taschereau and R.L. Kellock. 
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Coal, 1930-1947, Commissioner, W.F. Carroll. 
Banking and Finance, 1945-1964, Commissioner, D.H. Porter. 
Taxation, 1950-1967, Commissioner, K.L. Carter. 


Bren Machine Gun Contract, 1929-1938, Commissioner, 
H.H. Davis. 


Purchase of the Oliver Property, Township of Sandwich West, 
Province of Ontario, under the Veterans’ Land Act, 1945, 
Commissioner, D.M. Brodie. 


Veterans’ Qualifications, 1939-1946, Commissioner, H. Bovey. 


Disposal of Property of Japanese-Canadians, 1935-1950, 
Commissioner, H.I. Bird. 


Distribution of Railway Box Cars, 1951-1958, Commissioner, 
John Bracken. 


Public Complaints, Internal Discipline and Grievance Procedures 
within the RCMP, 1974-1975, Commissioner, R.J. Marin. 


Marketing of Beef and Veal, 1974-1976, Commissioner, 
M.H. Mackenzie. 


Maritimes Claims, 1926, Commissioner, Andrew R. Duncan. 


Administration of the Pension Act, 1932-1933, Commissioner, 
T. Rinfret. 


Dismissal of George Walker from Prairie Farm Assistance 
Administration, 1960-1964, Commissioner, H.W. Pope. 


Charges of Misconduct Against Officials of the Yukon Territory, 
1898, Commissioner, Wm. Ogilvie. 


Operation of the Civil Service Act and Kindred Legislation, 1907, 
Commissioner, J.M. Courtney. 


Health Services, 1961-1965, Commissioner, E.M. Hall. 


Marketing Problems of Freshwater Fish Industry, 1965-1967, 
Commissioner, George H. Mclvor. 


Bilingualism and Biculturalism, 1963-1971, Commissioners, 
A. Davidson Dunton and André Laurendeau. 


Atlantic Salt Fish Industry, 1964-1965, Commissioner, D.B. Finn. 


Martineau Defalcation and other matters, 1903, Commissioner, 
J.M. Courtney. 
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The Public Service, 1911, Commissioner, A.B. Morine. 


Crash of Trans Canada Airlines DC8F Aircraft at Ste. Thérése de 
Blainville, Province of Quebec, 1963-1965, Commissioner, 
George Challies. 


Complaints by Walter H. Kirchner regarding Veterans’ Pension 
Treatment Services, 1948, Commissioner, J.J. McCann. 


Political Partisanship in the Department of Soldiers’ Civil 
Re-establishment, 1927, Commissioner, A.T. Hunter. 


Future of Trans-Canada Air Lines Overhaul Base at Winnipeg 
International Airport, 1965, Commissioner, D.A. Thompson. 


Customs and Excise Department, 1926-1927, Commissioners, 
Francis Lemieux and J.I. Brown. 


Status of Women in Canada, 1969-1971, Commissioner, 
Florence B. Bird. 


Working Conditions in the Post Office Department, 1965, 
Commissioner, André Montpetit. 


Farm Machinery, 1966, Commissioner, C.L. Barber. 


Dealings of the Hon. Mr. Justice Leo A. Landreville with 
Northern Ontario Gas Limited, 1958-1966, Commissioner, 
I.C. Rand. 


Allegations against Counsel acting upon an application for the 
Extradition of Lucien Rivard, 1965, Commissioner, F. Dorion. 


Pilotage, 1962, Commissioner, Y. Bemier. 
Industrial Relations, 1919, Commissioner, T.G. Mathers. 


Inquiry into the case involving Gerda Munsinger, 1966, 
Commissioner, W.F. Spence. 


Wage Rates in Coal Mines of British Columbia and Alberta, 
1943-1944, Commissioner, G.B. O’Connor. 


Government Printing and Stationary Office, 1920, Commissioner, 
G.C. Snyder. 


Immigration of Italian Labourers to Montreal, 1903-1905, 
Commissioner, J. Winchester. 


. Naturalization, 1931, Commissioner, J.G. Wallace. 
101. 


Non-Medical Use of Drugs, 1969-1974, Commissioner, 
G. LeDain. 
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. Steel Profits, 1974, Commissioner, W.Z. Estey. 
. Airport Inquiry, 1973-1974, Commissioner, H.F. Gibson. 
. Indian Lands and Indian Affairs in the Province of British 


Columbia, (McKenna-McBride), 1913, Commissioner, 
Nathaniel W. White. 


. Potentialities of Reindeer and Musk-ox Industries in the Arctic, 


1919, Commissioner, J.G. Rutherford. 


. Crash of a Panarctic Electra Aircraft at Rea Point, Northwest 


Territories, 30 October 1974, 1974-1976, Commissioner, 
W.A. Stevenson. 


. Claims of Certain Canadian Pelagic Sealers, 1913-1915, 


Commissioner, L.A. Audette. 


. Indian Elders’ Testimony, 1977, Commissioner, L. Barber. 


. Reconveyance of Land to British Columbia, 1927, Commissioner, 


W.M. Martin. 


. The Treadgold and other Concessions in the Yukon Territory, 


1903-1904, Commissioners, B.M. Britton and J.E. Hardman. 


. Grain Handling and Transportation, 1975-1977, Commissioner, 


Emmett Hall. 


. Parliamentary Accommodation, 1974-1976, Commissioner, 


D.C. Abbott. 


. Corporate Concentration, 1975, Commissioner, R.B. Bryce. 
. Working of the Law Branch of the House of Commons, 1912, 


Commissioners, W.D. Hogg and A. Shortt. 


. Indian Claims, 1966-1977, Commissioner, Lloyd Barber. 
. West Coast Oil Ports, 1977-1978, Commissioner, 


Andrew R. Thompson. 


Canadian Automotive Industry, 1973-1978, Commissioner, 
S.S. Reisman. 


. Task Force on Canadian Unity, 1976-1979, Commissioners, 


J.-L. Pépin and J.P. Robarts. 


Newfoundland Transportation, 1949-1979, Commissioner, 
A. M. Sullivan. 
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Organization, Authorization and Dispatch of the Canadian 
Expeditionary Force to Hong Kong, 1942, Commissioner, 
L.P. Duff. 


Bilingual Air Traffic Services in Quebec, 1976-1979, 
Commissioners, W.R. Sinclair, J.-H. Chouinard and D.V. Heald. 


Financial Management and Accountability, 1976-1979, 
Commissioner, A.T. Lambert. 


Labour Dispute at the Windsor Plant of the Chrysler Corporation 
of Canada, 1941, Commissioner, W.H. Furlong. 


Costs of Transporting Grain by Rail, 1952-1978, Commissioner, 
Carl M. Snavely. 


Mississauga Railway Accident, 1979-1981, Commissioner, 
Samuel G. M. Grange. 


Newspapers, 1980-1982, Commissioner, T.W. Kent. 


Commercial Practices of the Canadian Dairy Commission, 
1966-1981, Commissioner, H.F. Gibson. 


Certain Activities of the RCMP, 1967-1981, Commissioner, 
D.C. McDonald. 


Conditions of Foreign Service, 1980-1981, Commissioner, 
Pamela A. McDougall. 


Law of Insanity as a Defence in Criminal Cases, 1952-1956, 
Commissioner, J.C. McRuer. 


Criminal Law Relating to Sexual Psychopaths, 1948-1958, 
Commissioner, J.C. McRuer. 


Pacific Fisheries Policy, 1976-1982, Commissioner, Peter Pearse. 


Equality in Employment, 1982-1985, Commissioner, 
Rosalie S. Abella. 


Marketing Practices for the Potato Industry in Eastemn Canada, 
1984, Commissioner, Francis G. Carter. 


Pharmaceutical Industry, 1984-1985, Commissioner, 
Harry Eastman. 


Ocean Ranger Marine Disaster, 1982-1985, Commissioner, 
T. Alexander Hickman. 


Economic Union and Development Prospects for Canada, 
1983-1986, Commissioner, Donald S. Macdonald. 
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138. Seals and Sealing in Canada, 1984-1986, Commissioner, 
Albert Malouf. 


139. Unemployment Insurance, 1985-1987, Commissioner, 
Claude Forget. 


140. Certain Banking Operations (collapse of the Canadian 
Commercial Bank and the Northland Bank), 1985-1986, 
Commissioner, Willard Z. Estey. 


141. Foreign Claims, 1945-1987, Commissioner, T.D. MacDonald. 
142. Sentencing, 1984-1987, Commissioner, J.R. Omer Archambault. 
143. Hinton Train Collison, 1986-1987, Commissioner, René P. Foisy. 
144. War Criminals, 1986, Commissioner, Jules Deschénes. 


145. Chinese and Japanese Immigration to British Columbia, 
1900-1902, Commissioner, R.C. Clute. 


146. Chinese Frauds and Opium on the Pacific Coast, 1910-1911, 
Commissioner, Dennis Murphy. 


147. Westbank Indian Band, 1986-1987, Commissioner, John E. Hall. 


Records of the National Capital Commission: RG 34 
1883-1985 


188.15 metres 
23 microfilm reels 


Administrative history: As the successor of the Ottawa Improvement 
Commission (OIC) (1899-1927) and the Federal District Commission 
(FDC) (1927-1959), the National Capital Commission (NCC) is respon- 
sible for developing the National Capital Region in accordance with its 
national significance as the seat of the Canadian government. The 
Commission acquires, develops, and maintains federal land in the Na- 
tional Capital Region; undertakes urban planning; provides financial 
Support to local municipalities; and advises the Department of Public 
Works on the location and appearance of all federal buildings in the 
Region. 


Arrangement and content: The records are arranged into 10 general 
series, of which only two deal exclusively with the former agencies of 
the NCC. These include the letterbooks of the Secretary (1899-1911) 
and Engineer (1900-1905) of the OIC. Other records of the OIC and 
FDC are located in three series continued by the NCC: Central Registry 
Files (1883-1958), Minute Books of the Executive Committee (1899- 
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1985), and Annual Reports (1901-1981). These three series cover all 
aspects of the Commission’s functions and responsibilities since its 
inception and include administrative and operational records. Publicity 
and personnel records of commissioners of the FDC and NCC are 
contained in the files of the Information Division (1948-1966). Records 
regarding property transactions are found in the files of the Property 
Division (1929-1981). The series on Contracts and Agreements (1958- 
1975) contains contracts and technical specifications on a number of 
NCC projects while the series Heritage Register, Case Files (1930- 
1976) provides information on properties of heritage value in the Nation- 
al Capital Region. The records of the Office of the Chairman (1978- 
1984) contain correspondence and transcripts of public addresses by 
C.M. Drury. 


Records of Interdepartmental Committees: RG 35 
1897-1966 


10.2 metres 


Administrative history: This record group consists of the records of 
eight interdepartmental committees. Additional committees’ records 
may be located with the records of the creating departments. 


Arrangement and content: The records contain minutes, correspon- 
dence, memoranda, studies and reports. 


1. Departmental Commission on Public Records, 1897. 
Committee of Enquiry on Printing and Stationery, 1933. 
Commission on Statistics, 1912. 


Interdepartmental Housing Committee, 1942-1946. 
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Interdepartmental Committee on the Book of Remembrance, 
1931-1942. 


6. Interdepartmental Committee on Veterans Affairs, 1945-1946. 
7. Public Records Committee, 1909-1966 (est. 1945). 
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Records of Boards, Offices, and Commissions: RG 36 
1896-1972 


189.3 metres 


Administrative history: This collection consists of records created by 
a wide variety of non-continuing boards, offices, and commissions, 
some of which were departmental investigations established under Part 
II of the /nquiries Act. (There are also departmental commissions located 
in the records of Royal Commissions, RG 33). This record group is 
closed and the records of subsequent departmental commissions may be 
located in the records of the responsible department or the department 
through whom the commission’s report is filed. 


Arrangement and content: The records include agenda, correspon- 
dence, proceedings, evidence, working papers, studies, reports, and 
newspaper clippings. There are 37 commissions in this record group. 


Commissioners of the Transcontinental Railway, 1904-1921. 
St. John River Commission, 1909-1916. 

Canadian Shipping Board, 1939-1946. 

National War Labour Board, 1941-1947. 

Historical Manuscript Commission, 1907-1915. 

Board of Commerce, 1918-1921. 


Office of the Special Commissioner for Defence Projects in 
Northwest Canada, 1943-1947. 


Tariff Commissions, 1896-1897, 1920. 

Eastern Rockies Forest Conservation Board, 1947-1955. 

10. Department of Labour, Conciliation Boards (Railway), 1949-1962. 
11. Advisory Board on Tariff and Taxation, 1926-1930. 

12. Dominion Trade and Industry Commission, 1935-1949. 


13. Advisory Commission on Development of Government in the 
Northwest Territories, 1965-1966. 


14. Forest Insect Control Board, 1945-1953. 

15. Canada Food Board, 1917-1919. 

16. Special Products Board, 1941-1949. 

17. Fielding Tariff Inquiry Commission, 1898-1906. 


i ME a > 


oF} 


Dependents Allowance Board, 1942-1955. 

Industrial Defence Board, 1948-1951. 

Commissioner General for Visits of State, 1966-1967. 
Mutual Aid Board, 1940-1947. 

Committee on Election Expenses, 1965-1966. 

Advisory Committee on Broadcasting, 1964-1965. 
Canadian Committee on Corrections, 1965-1969. 

St. Lawrence River, Joint Board of Engineers, 1952-1963. 
Atlantic Tidal Power Programming Board, 1966-1970. 
British Columbia Security Commission, 1942-1948. 


Preparatory Committee on Collective Bargaining in the Public 
Service, 1960-1967. 


Industrial Inquiry Commission on Shipping on the Great Lakes 
and St. Lawrence River, 1962-1963. 


Prices and Incomes Commission, 1969-1972. 
Wartime Information Board, 1939-1946. 


Committee to Survey the Organization and Work of the Canadian 
Pension Commission, 1965-1968. 


Committee on Juvenile Delinquency, 1961-1963. 
Correctional Planning Committee, 1958-1960. 
Board of Arbitration on the Grand Trunk Railway, 1920. 


Board of Arbitration, Intercolonial Railway and Grand Trunk 
Railway, 1904-1905. 


Board of Arbitration on the Canadian Northern Railway, 1917. 


Records of the National Archives of Canada: RG 37 
1871-1985 


111.41 metres 
2 data files 


Administrative history: The National Archives (its name was changed 
in 1987 from the Public Archives of Canada) was established in 1872 to 
collect, preserve, and make available for research documentation relat- 
ing to the historical development of Canada. In addition to federal 
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government records and private papers, the Archives acquires maps, 
paintings, photographs, sound recordings, film, and electronic records 
that are worthy of permanent preservation. The Archives is also respon- 
sible for promoting efficiency and economy in the management of 
federal government records. Until 1903, the Archives was a branch of 
the Department of Agriculture (RG 17), but since then has reported 
through the Secretary of State (RG 6) and, from 1981, the Department 
of Communications (RG 97). 


Arrangement and content: Different types of records such as cor- 
respondence, surveys, and registry files of an administrative and opera- 
tional nature on acquisition, accommodation, policy, departments, and 
exhibitions are contained in this record group. Of particular interest are 
early subject files and correspondence files of the various Dominion 
Archivists. Other subjects include special projects such as the war 
archives survey, war trophies, and a draft of the Canadian Directory of 
Parliament. Agendas and minutes of the Canadian Board on Geographi- 
cal Place Names and the Historic Sites and Monuments Board (for which 
related records exist in RG 84) are in this record group. Also included 
are records on the operations of the National Archives’ branch office in 
London. Electronic records include an electronic version of the Guide 
to Canadian Photographic Archives which is a union list of 
photographic collections in Canadian archives. 


Records of Veterans Affairs Canada: RG 38 
1896-1985 


67.7 metres 
51 microfilm reels 
21 data files 


Administrative history: Veterans Affairs can trace its origins to the 
creation of the Military Hospitals Commission (MHC) in 1915. In 
February 1918, the MHC was disbanded and the Department of Soldiers’ 
Civil Re-establishment (SCR) was created in its place. In 1928, SCR was 
merged with the Department of Health to form Pensions and National 
Health. A separate Department of Veterans Affairs was created in 1944. 
The Pension Review Board, the Canadian Pension Commission, the War 
Veterans Allowance Board and the Bureau of Pensions Advocates report 
to Parliament through the Minister for Veterans Affairs. 


Arrangement and content: The records include service files, land grant 
claims, and some pension files for Canadians who served in the South 
Africa War (1899-1902) and minutes, circulars, and subject files of the 
Military Hospitals Commission (1915-1918). Pensions and National 
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Health records include files relating to the Westminster Hospital inquiry 
(1933-1944), neuropsychiatric services in the Department and some 
subject files. Veterans Affairs’ records include Departmental instructions 
and procedures, medical research records, some pension claims, 
newspaper clippings and press releases, and some subject files. Veterans 
Land Administrations’ records include a small sample of case files (both 
headquarters and Toronto District Office) veterans claim cards, platt 
books, accounts, and a series of historical research reports on various 
aspects of land settlement. This record group also includes some records 
of the Canadian agency of the Imperial War Graves Commission, replica 
copies of the Books of Remembrance and service records of the Royal 
Newfoundland Regiment (1914-1919). Electronic records in this group 
relate to the overall responsibility of the Department for the management 
of special programs for veterans. 


Records of the Canadian Forestry Service: RG 39 
1874-1979 


246 metres 


Administrative history: In 1884, the Forestry Commission was created 
within the Department of the Interior (RG 15) to survey forest condi- 
tions. In 1898, this work became the responsibility of the Timber and 
Forestry Branch and involved the active development and conservation 
of forests. A fire protection service was inaugurated in 1900; a forestry 
nursery station was established in 1904; and in 1906 over 20 timber 
reserves in the four western provinces were placed under the manage- 
ment of the Superintendent of Forestry. From 1908 to 1911, the Branch 
also controlled national parks (RG 84), and from 1908 to 1912, irrigation 
(RG 89). With the abolition of the Department of the Interior in 1936, 
Forestry was from 1936 to 1960 a distinct unit of three parent organiza- 
tions (see RG 22). In 1960, a new Department of Forestry was formed 
from the old Forestry Branch of the Department of Northern Affairs and 
Natural Resources and the Forest Biology Division of the Research 
Branch of the Department of Agriculture (RG 17). In 1966, this became 
the Department of Forestry and Rural Development (RG 124), and in 
1969 the Department of Fisheries and Forestry (RG 23). The name 
"Canadian Forestry Service" was adopted as the official title of the 
forestry component of the new Department. This Department in tum 
became the core of the new Department of the Environment established 
in 1971 (RG 108). In 1985, the Service became a ministry of state under 
Agriculture Canada, and in 1988 it was elevated to departmental status 
and named Forestry Canada. 
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Arrangement and content: The records are grouped in series according 
to administrative units within the Service as follows: Headquarters 
Records (1894-1973), Eastern Forest Products Laboratory (1911- 
1974), Field Office Records (1919), Office of the Chief Forester of 
the Commission of Conservation (1909-1922), and Forest Manage- 
ment Institute (1963-1973). Within these units, records are maintained 
according to registry systems and in some cases, by individual record 
type, such as land registries, surveys, or project files. The records 
document the Service’s activities as the principal agency through which 
the contribution of the federal government to forestry and forest products 
is made. The early administration of timber inspection and logging, the 
development of silviculture and forest resource management and protec- 
tion, forest survey reports, and economic studies of the Canadian forest 
industry are reflected in the records. This record group also contains 
transcripts of oral history interviews with early Service employees and 
documents the administration and operation of the Eastern and Western 
Forest Product Laboratories prior to their privatization as Forintek in 
1979, 


Records of the Office of the Superintendent of Financial Institutions: 
RG 40 
1839-1982 


9.9 metres 


Administrative history: Formerly known under the name "Insurance," 
this record group is now known as the Office of the Superintendent of 
Financial Institutions and has, since 1987, assumed the responsibilities 
that were once carried out by the Department of Insurance (created in 
1875) and the Inspector General of Banks. The Superintendent is respon- 
sible for protecting the public against financial loss from the operations 
of federally registered or licensed insurance companies and financial 
institutions, ensuring the solvency of pension plans and providing ac- 
tuarial services for government departments and agencies. 


Arrangement and content: The first series includes all documents 
dealing with the former Insurance Branch. It contains the Annual 
Statements of Canadian, British, and Other Insurance Companies (1872- 
1934), the Central Registry Files (1930-1961), records pertaining to the 
drafting of the Unemployment Insurance Act (1934-1955), and Liquida- 
tion Records for insurance companies (1839-1904). The second series 
consists of records pertaining to the former Office of the Inspector 
General of Banks. It contains Central Registry Files (1921-1982), 
including the inspection reports of various banks and files created by the 
Office of the Inspector General (1870-1964). 


70 


Records of the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation: RG 41 
1923-1982 


283.3 metres 
11 microfilm reels 


Administrative history: The CBC is a crown corporation which was 
established in 1936 to replace an earlier public broadcasting agency, the 
Canadian Radio Broadcasting Corporation, created in 1932. It is 
designed to provide a national broadcasting service. It also provides a 
regular television and radio broadcasting service in English and French 
and operates Radio Canada International and a northern service. The 
CBC reports to Parliament through the Minister of Communications 
(RG 97). 


Arrangement and content: The core of the holdings is the Records of 
the CBC Headquarters (1923-1982). This series includes minutes, 
agenda, reports, briefs, press clippings, subject files, and chronological 
correspondence coming from the office of the president, the offices of 
senior executives, the Canadian Radio Broadcasting Corporation, and 
the Corporate Affairs Department. Of particular interest are the records 
of the CBC’s Historical Archives Section (1923-1979) pertaining to all 
aspects of the agency at its headquarters in Ottawa, the English Services 
Division in Toronto, and the French Services Division in Montreal. The 
subject files and program files of the Central Registry Office (1933- 
1967) are also worthy of note. This record group also contains Records 
of the CBC’s English Services Division (1948-1976) and includes 
records of the managerial officers and transcripts of special programs as 
well as Records of the Regional Broadcasting Division (1948-1967) 
created by the Northern Service and the Armed Forces Service of the 
English Services Division. 


Records of the Marine Branch: RG 42 
1762-1967 


178.6 metres 
119 microfilm reels 


Administrative history: A branch of the Department of Marine and 
Fisheries was established in 1868 to administer Canada’s national 
marine services and all matters related to navigation within territorial 
waters: aids to navigation; pilots and pilotage; harbours and ports; 
classification and registration of vessels; examination and certification 
of masters and mates; steamship inspection; inquiries into the causes of 
shipwrecks; shipping masters and shipping officers; marine and 
seamen’s hospitals; lifesaving and the lifeboat service; and the manage- 
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ment of Canadian government vessels. During its operational life, the 
Branch was twice rated as a department in its own right (1884-1892, 
1930-1936), and was eventually merged together with the Department 
of Railways and Canals (RG 43) and the Civil Aviation Branch of the 
Department of National Defence (RG 24) to form the Department of 
Transport (RG 12) in 1936. Aside from purely navigational and marine 
matters, the functions of the Branch involved a variety of activities with 
some related medical, scientific, and technological interest, including 
wireless telegraphy and radio (RG 12, 41, and 97), hydrography (RG 
139), and northern exploration (RG 85). 


Arrangement and content: The records are arranged into five general 
series, each of them sub-divided by subject, organizational function, or 
type of document. The Records of Predecessor Agencies (1762-1866) 
comprise records from offices which eventually became part of the 
Marine Branch portfolio following Confederation, and include St. 
Lawrence River pilots’ certificates issued in Quebec City (1762-1840), 
pilots’ certificates from the Trinity House of Montreal (1832, 1866), and 
records related to the quarantine station on Grosse Isle (1833-1839). 
There are two separate series of Departmental headquarters records, the 
parameters of which correspond roughly to the replacement of one 
central registry system with another about the year 1923. The Head- 
quarters Records for the years 1868-1923 consist of a large collection 
of central registry files (1887-1923) covering subjects related to all 
aspects of Marine Branch activity, records related to the Canadian 
Arctic Expedition (1913-1918), the Empress of Ireland Inquiry 
(1914), and the Princess Sophia Inquiry (1918-1919). Also included 
are letterpress copies of reports to Privy Council from Marine Branch 
(1868-1910), records of pilotage (1913-1918) and the Canadian 
Government Radiotelegraphic Service (1912-1923), and various 
document series such as ships’ logs (1909-1914) and examinations for 
marine engineers (1871-1909). The Headquarters Records to 1936 are 
similarly composed of central registry files, the records of various 
offices, and miscellaneous documents: Records of the Dominion 
Wreck Commissioner (1901-1936), Records of the Hudson Straits 
Expedition (1927-1928), Log books of the Radio Branch (1927- 
1936), and Marine Certificates (1872-1936). The fourth general series 
consists of Local Records, principally records created or collected by 
the registrars of shipping at the ports of Quebec (1850-1945), Toronto 
(1886-1958), Parrsboro (1916-1951), Picton (1872-1907), Port Rowan 
(1882-1925), and Ottawa (1881-1965), but including a collection of 
miscellaneous ships’ logs and articles of agreement (1895-1938), and 
shipping engagement records (1887). The records in the final series 
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consist of shipping registers compiled in various ports throughout 
Canada, including first registers, and registers of subsequent transac- 
tions (1787-1966). 


Records of the Department of Railways and Canals: RG 43 
1791-1964 


336.25 metres 
267 microfilm reels 


Administrative history: The Department of Railways and Canals was 
created in 1879 by extracting from the Department of Public Works (RG 
11), its Railway Branch and the operational responsibilities for canals 
administered by the Office of the Chief Engineer, and combining them 
to form a new ministry composed of two branches (Railway Branch and 
Canal Branch). The Railway Branch was responsible for the construc- 
tion, operation, and maintenance of government-owned railways, and 
administered a program of financial assistance (land grants, cash sub- 
sidies, etc.) designed to encourage railway companies to construct new 
lines. The Canal Branch supervised the operation, maintenance, and 
enlargement of the Canadian canal system and undertook the construc- 
tion of new canals when required. In 1936, the Department of Railways 
and Canals was amalgamated with the Department of Marine (RG 42) 
and the Civil Aviation Branch of the Department of National Defence 
(RG 24) to form the Department of Transport (RG 12). The administra- 
tion of the Welland, Cornwall, Lachine, and Sault Ste. Marie canals was 
transferred from the Department of Transport to the St. Lawrence 
Seaway Authority in 1959 (RG 52); Parks Canada (RG 84) assumed 
responsibility for the Trent, Rideau, Ste. Anne de Bellevue, Murray, 
Carillon, St. Ours, Chambly, Beauhamois, St. Peter’s, Chignecto, and 
Grenville canals in 1972. 


Arrangement and content: The documents are arranged into four basic 
series, including Railway Branch Records (1867-1936), Canal 
Branch Records (1838-1955), Canal Records (1819-1964), and Legal 
Records (1791-1957). Each of these general groupings has been further 
divided into a number of sub-series. Both the Railway Branch and the 
Canal Branch had their own registries, initially correspondence 
registers (1879-1901), but after 1901, numeric subject file systems (to 
1936) covering all aspects of their respective operational mandates. In 
addition to the central registry system, operational documents, files of 
correspondence, agreements, estimates, contracts, reports, registers, and 
indices, were also maintained by various administrative offices. Within 
the Railway Branch, the Office of the Chief Engineer kept records on 
railways directly the responsibility of the federal government, including 
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for a time portions of the Canadian Pacific Railway (1875-1892), the 
Cape Breton Railway (1886-1892), the Oxford and New Glasgow 
Railway (1187-1897), the Annapolis and Digby Railway (1889-1892), 
and the Intercolonial and Prince Edward Island Railways (1877- 
1906), as well as general records related to the construction of various 
railways in Canada. Similarly, the Office of the Chief Engineer, Canal 
Branch, maintained a series of correspondence and subject files (1868- 
1907, 1912-1936) and letterbooks (1873-1896), although the records 
following 1892 document the period when the Railway Branch and the 
Canal Branch had actually been merged under one Chief Engineer. Since 
all canals fell under federal control, the Department developed separate 
offices to deal with the local day-to-day operation, maintenance, and 
administration of each canal, reporting through a superintending en- 
gineer to the Chief Engineer in Ottawa. The records of these offices, 
including letterbooks and registers of correspondence, subject files, 
inspection reports, lockmasters’ journals, paymasters’ records, account 
books, ledgers, etc. are available principally for the Rideau (1834-1942) 
and Welland (1824-1959) canals, but include the Trent (1837-1959), 
Lachine (1819-1842), St. Peter’s (1885-1929), and St. Lawrence Canals 
(1833-1950, Beauhamois, Comwall, Farran’s Point, Rapide Plat and 
Galops). The Legal Records series (1791-1957) comprises contracts, 
deeds, leases and correspondence related to canals and railways, but also 
includes records of various public works (roads, prisons, court houses, 
wharves, lighthouses, etc.) up to the year 1879. 


Records of the Department of National War Services: RG 44 
1939-1949 


17.43 metres 


Administrative history: The Department of National War Services was 
created in 1940 to coordinate the activities of the voluntary war or- 
ganizations in Canada to avoid wasteful duplication of services. In 1941, 
a National Salvage Division was established and the Department began 
to give increased attention to the organization of women’s voluntary 
services on a community basis. In 1942, as the federal government 
undertook to finance the auxiliary services of all national organizations, 
the Department’s responsibilities increased. Responsibility for ad- 
ministration of the War Charities Act was assigned to it and a Division 
of Government Offices Economies Control was also created. In 1947, 
the Department was abolished, and its principal remaining functions 
were transferred to the Department of National Health and Welfare. 
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Arrangement and content: These records consist of subject and cor- 
respondence files on the major responsibilities of the Department. Only 
a small portion of the files were part of the original central registry 
system of the Department. The major series include files from the 
Minister’s and Deputy Minister’s Offices, from the Division of Govern- 
ment Offices Economies Control, and from the divisions which dealt 
with war charities and voluntary war relief. 


Records of the Geological Survey of Canada: RG 45 
1842-1966 


53.3 metres 
42 microfilm reels 


Administrative history: The Geological Survey of Canada (GSC) was 
established in 1842 to conduct scientific investigations and field surveys 
to determine the extent of Canada’s natural resources, with special 
emphasis on non-renewable energy and mineral resources. Its purpose is 
achieved by means of geological investigations in the field, supple- 
mented by office and laboratory studies. The GSC has remained an 
integral scientific organization which was reported to Parliament 
through numerous departments, most notably the Provincial and Civil 
Secretaries’ Offices, 1842-1867 (RG 4 and 5); Secretary of State, 1867- 
1873 (RG 6); Interior, 1873-1890 (RG 15); Mines, 1907-1936 (RG 86); 
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Sketch from the notebook of William Logan, first Director of the Geological Survey of 
Canada, 1844-1845. (RG 45, Volume 158) (C-102974) 
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Mines and Resources, 1936-1949 (RG 21); Mines and Technical Sur- 
veys, 1949-1966 (RG 21); and Energy, Mines and Resources, 1966-1980 
(RG 21). From 1890 to 1907, the GSC was an independent department. 
It also controlled the national museums (RG 132) for many years and 
collected mineral statistics (RG 87). 


Arrangement and content: Correspondence of the GSC and its re- 
search staff can be found in several different series: Register of Letters 
Received (1869-1881, 1869-1919 and 1914-1921); Letterbook of R.W. 
Ells (1884-1910); Director’s Letterbooks (1865-1908); Central 
Registry Files (1863-1966); and Miscellaneous Correspondence 
(1866-1897). Records documenting field work by GSC scientific staff 
are contained in Field Notebooks — Robert Bell (1860-1907), George 
Mercer Dawson Field Notebooks (1875-1900), Field Notebooks 
(1842-1925), and Register of Instruments in Use (1872-1876). The 
series Division of Mineral Statistics and Mines (1858-1887) includes 
Eugene Coste’s drafts of statistical reports on mineral production in 
Canada. Office of the Chief Geologist (1934-1956) includes a wide 
range of material on a variety of subjects, such as employment of 
individuals, publications, field work, and dealings with professional 
associations. Reports by GSC staff conceming ground water quality are 
found in Well Water Records (1943-1947) and Ground Water 
Resource Reports, Prairie Provinces (1936-1954). 


Records of the Canadian Transport Commission: RG 46 
1857-1979 


298.7 metres 
7 microfilm reels 


Administrative history: The Board of Railway Commissioners of the 
United Provinces of Canada was created in 1857 to establish and enforce 
standards for railway construction and operation. At Confederation its 
responsibilities were assumed by the Railway Committee of the Privy 
Council. In 1888, the Committee’s powers were expanded to include the 
adjudication of railway disputes. A Board of Railway Commissioners 
was established in 1904 to undertake the duties of the Committee with 
the addition of the responsibility for approving rates. In 1908 and 1910, 
the Commissioners were granted authority to regulate the telegraph and 
telephone industry and the marine cable industry respectively. In 1933, 
the Board became responsible for approving any railway line abandon- 
ment. The Board was renamed the Board of Transport Commissioners 
in 1938 and its responsibilities enlarged to include the regulation of air 
services and shipping on inland waterways. Air services became the 
responsibility of the Air Transport Board in 1944 while, in 1948, the 
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Canadian Maritime Commission was created to control and develop the 
Canadian shipping industry. In 1967, the Canadian Transport Commis- 
sion was established, absorbing the Board of Transport Commissioners, 
the Air Transport Board, and the Canadian Maritime Commission. 
Under the National Transportation Act of 1967 the Canadian Transport 
Commission has been superseded by the National Transportation Agen- 
cy. 


Arrangement and content: The records in RG 46 largely consist of the 
formal proceedings of each of the component agencies and the cor- 
respondence and subject files from their central registry systems. The 
proceedings include the minutes of the Provincial Board of Railway 
Commissioners (1857-1864) and of the Railway Committee of the 
Privy Council (1868-1904); the Board of Railway Commissioners 
and the Board of Transport Commissioners (1918-1956); the Air 
Transport Board (1944-1960), and the Canadian Maritime Commis- 
sion (1948-1967). Another form of proceeding includes the transcripts 
of hearings before the Commissioners (1904-1955, 1959-1979) with 
accompanying exhibits and indexes as well as the orders resulting from 
the hearings. Central Registry correspondence with accompanying jour- 
nals and registers are held from the Railway Committee of the Privy 
Council (1867-1903). Central Registry subject files exist for the Boards 
of Railway and Transport Commissioners (1904-1967), the Air 
Transport Board (1945-1967), and the Canadian Maritime Commission 
(1918-1967). Other holdings in this record group include the Annual 
Reports of Railway and Express Companies (1878-1949); the records 
of the Subsidies Branch of the Canadian Maritime Commission 
(1892-1973), including material originally from the Department of 
Trade and Commerce (1892-1967); and records of the Park Steamship 
Company (1942-1966). 


Records of the Federal-Provincial Conferences: RG 47 
1927-1971 


10.2 metres 


Administrative history: The Office of Federal-Provincial Conferences 
was created recently (1975); the functions it carries out were once the 
responsibility of a division of the Privy Council Office. 


Arrangement and content: The documents contained in this record 
group come from the Federal-Provincial Conference Secretariat. They 
generally consist of copies of briefs, presentations made by the first 
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ministers, proposals and policy statements. Listed below are the con- 
ferences from which the National Archives has documentation, albeit 
incomplete: 


1. Resources for Tomorrow Conference (23-28 October 1961), 
1959-1962. 


Dominion-Provincial Conference (3-10 November 1927), 1927. 


3. |Dominion-Provincial Conference (10-13 December 1935), 
1935-1937. 

4. Dominion-Provincial Conference on Road Transport, 1933. 

5. Dominion-Provincial Conference (January 1934), 1933-1934. 

6. |Dominion-Provincial Conference on Reconstruction, 1946. 

7. National Finance Committee (a body established by the 
Dominion-Provincial Conference of 1935), 1936. 

8. Dominion-Provincial Conference, 1941. 


Dominion-Provincial Conference on Outstanding Debt 
(31 March 1944), 1944. 


10. Dominion-Provincial Conference, 1945. 
11. Dominion-Provincial Conference on Correctional Reform, 1968. 


12. Federal-Provincial Secretariat, Constitutional Conference 
(Ottawa, February and December 1969, and September 1970; 
and Victoria, June 1971), 1968-1971. 


Records of the Dominion Observatories: RG 48 
1842-1980 


39 metres 


Administrative history: Magnetism and positional astronomy were the 
basis of nineteenth-century surveying. Thus, when Canada’s first Chief 
Astronomer was appointed in 1890, he was placed with the Topographi- 
cal Surveys Branch (RG 88) of the Department of the Interior (RG 15). 
The construction of the new Dominion Observatory at Ottawa in 1905, 
was anticipated by the establishment of a separate Astronomical Branch 
of the Department — the first of several branch names — in 1903. In 
1917, the Dominion Astrophysical Observatory at Victoria was com- 
pleted, thus considerably expanding the work of the Branch. When the 
Department of the Interior was abolished in 1936, the Branch continued 
to exist as a distinct unit of several successive departments (see RG 21). 
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In 1970, the astronomical functions of the Observatories Branch were 
transferred to the National Research Council (RG 77), while its 
geophysical activities were grouped in the Earth Physics Branch of 
Energy, Mines and Resources (RG 21). 


Arrangement and content: Included are the following series of 
records: Dominion Astrophysical Observatory (1842-1930), includ- 
ing records from the Royal Observatory at Greenwich, England concern- 
ing the International Boundary Surveys (1842-1848), and the records of 
Boundary Commissioner, Captain D.R. Cameron (1872-1876); records 
from the Office of the Chief Astronomer (1945-1947), records from the 
Division of Geomagnetism (1948-1969), and records concerning the 
proposed construction of the Queen Elizabeth II Telescope (1959- 
1972). The records also include numerous registry files, director’s cor- 
respondence, technical reports and research data from the Dominion 
Astrophysical Observatory, Victoria, B.C. (1909-1980). 


Records of the Department of Defence Production: RG 49 
1942-1968 


172.5 metres 


Administrative history: Established in April 1951 under the Defence 
Production Act, Defence Production replaced the wartime Departments 
of Munitions and Supply and Reconstruction and Supply (RG 28). It was 
responsible for the acquisition of defence supplies and for the mobiliza- 
tion, conservation, and coordination of economic and industrial facilities 
in wartime. Beginning in 1966, Defence Production also assumed 
responsibility for the central purchasing and supply function in the 
federal government. The Department was reorganized as the Department 
of Supply and Services (RG 98) in 1969. 


Arrangement and content: The largest single series of records in this 
record group consists of the Central Registry Files (1942-1968) on all 
aspects of Defence Production’s administrative and operational ac- 
tivities, both domestic and foreign. Also included are small quantities of 
files created in the Office of the Minister (1963-1968), the Office of the 
Deputy Minister (1951-1966) and the International Program Branch 
(1961-1969). 
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Records of the Unemployment Insurance Commission: RG 50 
1900-1982 


498.26 metres 


Administrative history: The Unemployment Insurance Commission 
was created in 1940 to administer the provisions of the Unemployment 
Insurance Act. The Act empowered the federal government to promote 
the economic and social security of Canadians by protecting workers 
against the uncertainties of employment through the payment of 
premiums or contributions for unemployment protection. The Un- 
employment Insurance Commission is a corporate body functioning 
through a network of Canada Employment Centres throughout the 
country. In 1977, the Unemployment Insurance Commission was 
merged with the Department of Manpower and Immigration to create 
Employment and Immigration Canada (see RG 118). 


Arrangement and content: The records in this record group consist of 
operational and subject central registry files as well as numerous case 
file series created by the Unemployment Insurance Commission. The 
central registry files contain correspondence, senior management com- 
mittee minutes, policy manuals, statistical reports, and press clippings 
documenting the evolution of the Commission’s policies and activities 
over time. Most records date from the 1960s and 1970s although some 
volumes cover such topics as British North America Act amendments, 
the Commission’s establishment and organization, unemployment insur- 
ance eligibility rulings, and legislative program changes. The record 
group also contains numerous accessions of unemployment insurance 
appeals (Umpire, Board of Referees, and Ministerial), benefit claims, 
annuities, and complaints and inquiries case files. 


Records of the International Joint Commission: RG 51 
1909-1978 


3.2 metres 


Administative history: The International Joint Commission (IJC) was 
established under a treaty signed by Great Britain and the United States 
in 1909, and ratified by the Canadian government in 1911. The Commis- 
sion is composed of six members (three from each country) and has 
authority over the use, obstruction, and diversion of boundary waters 
(i.e., waters through which the international boundary passes). Problems 
arising from acommon frontier are also referred to the Commission. The 
IJC coordinates activities under the Canada-United States Agreement on 
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Great Lakes Water Quality, and under the auspices of the Commission a 
number of international boards have been established to investigate 
common environmental problems. 


Arrangement and content: When conducting its investigations, the 
Commission relies on experts and technicians in other government 
departments and agencies. As a result, many of the files of the Commis- 
sion are housed in the records of other government departments. The 
files maintained by the National Archives under this record group consist 
of a manual summarizing issues on the navigation and development of 
waters common to the United States and Canada. The collection also 
includes 112 reports compiled by the Windsor Office of the IJC. These 
reports focus on different aspects of Great Lakes Basin Water Quality. 


Records of the St. Lawrence Seaway Authority: RG 52 
1868-1982 


145.7 metres 


Administrative history: The St. Lawrence Seaway Authority is a 
proprietary corporation established in 1954 to acquire land and to con- 
struct, maintain, and operate, in conjunction with the appropriate 
authority of the United States, all works that are necessary for the 
continued operation of the St. Lawrence Seaway. It reports to Parliament 
through the Minister of Transport. 


Arrangement and content: The documents are divided into six main 
series, including the Central Registry Files (1868-1982), Newspaper 
Clippings (1955-1973), and information on Water Levels (1912-1959). 
Also included are numerous documents regarding the Welland Canal 
project (1964-1967). The Charts and Maps Division has about 50 maps 
covering the international portion of the St. Lawrence Seaway (1919- 
1936). These records also include biographies and photos of the direc- 
tors of the St. Lawrence Seaway (1954-1970). 


Records of the National Film Board: RG 53 
1939-1969 


1.5 metres 
2 microfilm reels 


Administrative history: The National Film Board (NFB) was estab- 
lished in 1939 to review government film acitivites. In 1941, it absorbed 
the Government Motion Picture Bureau which had been part of the 
Department of Trade and Commerce (RG 20) since 1921. The National 
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Film Act of 1950 repealed previous authorities and redefined the func- 
tions and aims of the Board. It is authorized to initiate and promote the 
production and distribution of films in English and French that interpret 
Canada to Canadians and to other nations. 


Arrangement and content: The records of the National Film Board are 
composed of two series. The Minutes and Estimates (1939-1943) are 
copies of the minutes of meetings and estimates of the NFB. The records 
of the McGill Study of Expo ’67 (1967-1969) consist of draft reports 
and working papers of a research project McGill University undertook 
for the NFB to study and assess the audio-visual and multi-media aspects 
in selected national and theme buildings at Expo ’67. 


Records of the Office of the Comptroller of the Treasury: RG 54 
1930-1969 


31.2 metres 


Administrative history: The Office of the Comptroller of the Treasury 
was established in 1931 as part of the Department of Finance. The 
Comptroller assumed responsibility for the control of issue and the 
pre-audit of government expenditures from the Auditor General (RG 
58). Departmental Treasury Officers were attached to all departments to 
provide cheque issue and accounting services. In 1969, the duties of the 
Office of the Comptroller were absorbed by the Department of Supply 
and Services (RG 98). 


Arrangement and content: The records include a series of Central 
Registry Files (1930-1969) as well as a seperate series of accounting 
files and Treasury Journals of the Comptroller. In addition, there are 
three series which reflect the activities of Treasury Officers in two 
government departments; that of Welfare (1946-1967) and National 
Defence (1946) as well as the Canadian Overseas Treasury Office 
(1939-1941). Also included are records from the Treasury Officers’ 
Conference held in Ottawa in 1967. 
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Records of the Treasury Board: RG 55 
1868-1988 


599.65 metres 

416 microfilm reels 
20,823 fiche 

1 data file 


Administrative history: The Treasury Board was established on 2 July 
1867 as a committee of the Privy Council to approve federal government 
expenditures. The administrative responsibility for this and Treasury 
Board’s other functions rested with the Department of Finance until 
1966, when a separate department was established under the Organiza- 
tion of Government Act, 1966. At this time, the ministerial position of 
President of Treasury Board was created. Before this, the Minister of 
Finance had been ex officio the minister responsible. In addition to 
responsibility for expenditure control, the Treasury Board is responsible 
for Official Language Policy, and the coordination of personnel and 
administrative policies in the federal public service. 


Arrangement and content: The records in this group are arranged into 
14 series, representing different functions and activities carried out by 
Treasury Board. The Records of Decisions and the documentation to 
support these decisions (1868-1984) are the main series in this group. An 
item taken to Treasury Board, the Privy Council Committee, for a 
decision is known as a "minute," and this series contains these minutes 
and the registers and indexes by which they are organized. Registry 
Files (1916-1967) make up the central filing system of the Treasury 
Board Secretariat, and include such subjects as pensions, job classifica- 
tions, banking, and public works. The Special Committees series con- 
sists of records from committees which were struck to explore claims 
and advise the government on subjects under the Treasury Board man- 
date (1872-1963). The Personnel Policy and Management series 
(1886-1982) is material dealing with examinations, collective bargain- 
ing, benefits, and pay research. The Budget and Estimates series 
(1920-1967) contains information on federal budgets and estimates. The 
Records of the Administrative Policy Branch (1959-1980) deal with 
the development of administrative standards, contract review, realty 
policy, and information systems. The federal government’s involvement 
in the planning of the 1976 Olympics is also contained in these records. 
The records of the Office of the Secretary of the Treasury Board 
(1968-1973) and the Official Languages Branch records (1962-1980) 
cover the development of language policy, reports, reviews, and related 
issues. The Personnel Policy Branch series (1954-1976) contains 
records covering personnel issues before the government, including pay 
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scales, regulations, grievances, and terms of employment. Records of the 
Planning Branch (1962-1979) concern both planning and program 
analysis. There is also material in this series on the organization of 
government departments. The records of the Office of the President 
(1963-1988) are from the office of the Cabinet Minister responsible for 
Treasury Board. The records of Program Branch (1960-1980) relate to 
the review of departmental estimates and the overall control of govern- 
ment programs. The Human Resources Branch records (1955-1975) 
consist of material on training and development and the utilization of 
human resources within the public service. The Miscellaneous Records 
(1951-1972) deal with some specific subjects, including the Cape Breton 
Development Corporation and the Northumberland Strait Crossing, 
(1951-1972). This record group also holds electronic records concem- 
ing a travel pattern survey, 1975-1976. 


Records of Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation: RG 56 
1935-1985 


306 metres 


Administrative history: The Dominion Housing Act of 1935 (replaced 
by the National Housing Act (NHA) of 1938) made available increased 
funds for home mortgages and was administered by the Department of 
Finance (RG 19). In 1945, the Central Mortgage and Housing Corpora- 
tion (CMHC) was created to administer the NHA and other wartime 
housing measures, and to prepare for an anticipated post-war housing 
boom. Aside from insuring mortgage loans, CMHC has been involved 
with land assembly, low cost rental programs, and the testing of con- 
struction material in cooperation with the National Research Council 
(RG 77). CMHC has also been active in native, cooperative, public, and 
assisted ownership housing in Canada. Between 1971 and 1979, CMHC 
reported through the Minister of State for Urban Affairs (RG 127). In 
1979, CMHC changed its name to Canada Mortgage and Housing 
Corporation, and since then it has reported through the Ministers for the 
Department of Regional and Economic Expansion (RG 124), Public 
Works (RG 11), Labour (RG 27), Public Works (RG 11) once again, and 
most recently, the Ministry of State (Housing). 


Arrangement and content: The records are arranged in a number of 
series that include Central Registry Files (1950-1964), (operational and 
administrative) generated at headquarters and in branch offices, includ- 
ing the Central Mortgage Bank, Originals (1938-1945), the Ajax 
Development Project (1943-1967), Joint Loan Mortgages, Originals 
(1935-1969) and Orders-in-Council (1935-1968). Other series include 
Administrative Files (1942-1954) that relate to a conference on Com- 
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munity Planning and Home Extension Loans, and records pertaining to 
Maritime Rural Housing, Emergency Shelter (1944-1953), dealing 
with the activities of the Emergency Shelter Administration (1944- 
1946). The records also contain a series that relates to a CMHC research 
project that investigated alternative financial solutions to existing 
mortgage practices. In addition, the record group features material on the 
Vincent Massey Awards (1971-1975), loan files, and records from the 
Office of the President (including operational correspondence, and files 
reflecting federal-provincial relations in the field of housing). 


Records of the Emergency Measures Organization: RG 57 
1948-1976 


52 metres 


Administrative history: The Emergency Measures Organization 
(EMO) was established within the Privy Council Office on 1 June 1957 
primarily to plan for the continuity of government authority, essential 
government services, and resource management in the event of nuclear 
war. In 1959, the Organization was given the responsibility for the 
coordination of civil defence planning by departments and agencies of 
the government as well as liaison with the various provincial organiza- 
tions, NATO and other countries. In 1974-1975, the EMO was initially 
renamed the National Emergency Planning Establishment within the 
Department of National Defence and subsequently became Emergency 
Planning Canada with a greater responsibility for peacetime disaster 
planning. 


Arrangement and content: The records of Emergency Planning 
Canada and its predecessors consist of a series of Central Registry Files 
(1952-1976), dealing with all aspects of government reestablishment, 
survival and disaster planning and liaison with various organizations 
(1949-1976), a series of central registry files of the Emergency Opera- 
tions Coordination Division (1950-1970), the Governmental War Books 
established to identify appropriate responsibility areas for the 
reestablishment of government, the economic situation and routine 
operations in the event of a national emergency (1948-1958), the 
Economic Planning Division transcript sheets detailing a variety of 
Canadian economic conditions, as well as NATO Emergency Planning 
Committee files (1958-1967). 
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Records of the Office of the Auditor General: RG 58 
1827-1982 


714.6 metres 


Administrative history: An independent Auditor General (AGO) was 
first appointed in 1878 to audit the public accounts of the government. 
Although some changes to the Office were effected in 1931 under 
amendments to the Consolidated Revenue and Audit Act, the AGO 
remained relatively unchanged until its mandate was redefined and 
broadened with the proclamation of the Auditor General Act (1976- 
1977). The Auditor General is required to audit government depart- 
ments, agencies, Crown corporations and the Accounts of Canada, and 
to report the results of his examinations to the House of Commons. The 
auditors may conduct three types of audits, depending upon the function 
to be examined: Attest and Authority audits on a yearly basis, Com- 
prehensive audits on a four-year cycle, or Special audits of specific 
functions as required. 


Arrangement and content: The records include several series which 
reflect the activities of several predecessor agencies the functions for 
which the Auditor General eventually assumed partial or complete 
responsibility. These records include the Auditor General of Public 
Accounts, Lower Canada (1827-1840), the Inspector General of 
Public Accounts, Upper Canada (1832-1840), the Board of Audit 
(1855-1867), the Audit Office (1855-1882) and the Registrar of Free 
Banks (1854-1870). The records of the Office of the Auditor General 
(1899-1982), consist principally of audit subject files. 


Records of the Office of the Representation Commissioner: RG 59 
1964-1976 


5.4 metres 


Administrative history: In 1963, pursuant to the Representation Com- 
missioner Act, responsibility for readjusting electoral boundaries was 
given to the Office of the Representation Commissioner. The Commis- 
sioner was therefore responsible for preparing population distribution 
maps following the decennial census and, in light of this information, 
recommending new electoral boundaries for each of the provinces and 
the Northwest Territories. The Commissioner had to provide suitable 
maps to each of the 11 electoral boundaries commissions established in 
these provinces and territories. He was also responsible for analysing the 
methods goveming the registration of voters and reporting on the recom- 
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mendations resulting from this analysis. Since the Government Or- 
ganization Act eliminated the position of Commissioner in 1979, these 
duties have been carried out by the Chief Electoral Officer. 


Arrangement and content: This record group contains the reports of 
the electoral boundaries commissions for 1964-1965 and 1972-1976. It 
also contains the minutes of the meetings of various boundaries commis- 
sions and the proceedings of public hearings held in various areas in the 
provinces. Also included are presentations made by individuals at public 
hearings, public notices of the hearings, and correspondence between 
commissioners or with the press or the general public. 


Records of the Atomic Energy Control Board: RG 60 
1947-1982 


9.3 metres 


Administrative history: The Atomic Energy Control Board (AECB), a 
departmental corporation, was created in 1946 to perform two related 
functions. In the interests of national security, the AECB worked with 
the federal Departments of Trade and Commerce (RG 20), and National 
Revenue, to establish a comprehensive licencing and permit system (RG 
16) that controlled the movement of radioactive materials and equip- 
ment. In conjunction with federal and provincial health authorities, the 
AECB also regulated, inspected, and provided advice on the operation 
and construction of nuclear reactors, particle accelerators, and on the 
handling of radioactive materials. Closely associated with the records of 
the AECB, are the records of Eldorado Nuclear Limited (RG 134), which 
until 1958 was responsible for the sale of all uranium ores and con- 
centrates produced in Canada. 


Arrangement and content: This record group includes general Atomic 
Energy Control Board material (1947-1955, 1980-1981), records 
created by the task force to recover Cosmos 954, a Soviet satellite that 
crashed in the Northwest Territories in 1978 (1978-1982), minutes of 
meetings held by the Advisory Mining Committee on Radio-active 
Minerals (1948-1951), and information on AECB assistance to univer- 
sities (1950-1977). 


87 


Records of Allied War Supplies Corporation: RG 61 
1940-1946 


1.5 metres 


Administrative history: This wartime corporation, established in June 
1940, was responsible for the supervision, administration, and direction 
of both the construction and operation of all govemment chemical, 
explosives, and ammunition plants. The Corporation was disbanded in 
1948. 


Arrangement and content: The records consist of a history of the 
Corporation prepared by John Leslie in 1945, summary files for all the 
projects administered between 1940 and 1946, and subject files dealing 
with the production of ammonia-ammonium nitrate. 


Records of Loto Canada/Canadian Sports Pool Corporation: RG 62 
1966-1985 


140.62 metres 


Administrative history: Established as a Crown corporation in June 
1976, Loto Canada began operations following the termination of the 
Olympic Lottery in September 1976. It assisted in the financing of the 
1978 Commonwealth Games at Edmonton. Following an agreement 
between Ottawa and the provinces in 1979 ceding the lottery field to the 
provinces, Loto Canada ceased the sale of tickets and closed its regional 
offices. Between 1980 and 1984, Loto Canada staff in Ottawa formu- 
lated a plan for betting pools involving professional sports contests. In 
1983, the Canadian Sports Pool Corporation was formed as a result. 
Provincial authorities claimed the new scheme violated the 1979 agree- 
ment, and in 1985 both Loto Canada and the Canadian Sports Pool 
Corporation were dissolved by act of Parliament. 


Arrangement and content: These records consist of central registry 
headquarters files and corporate records (executive minutes, by-laws, 
etc.) for both Loto Canada and the Canadian Sports Pool Corporation. 
Regional office records for London, Toronto, Ottawa, and Vancouver are 
included for the Canadian Sports Pool Corporation. The headquarters 
records cover all important activities of both organizations. 
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Records of the Canada Council: RG 63 
1956-1989 


595.69 metres 


Administrative history: The Canada Council is a Crown corporation 
established in 1957 by the Canada Council Act to encourage the arts, 
humanities, and social sciences in Canada. This mandate was amended 
in April 1978 and responsibility for the humanities and social sciences 
was transferred to the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council 
(RG 133). The Canada Council promotes the study, enjoyment, and 
production of works in the arts, shares responsiblility for Canada’s 
cultural relations abroad, and administers a broad program of scholar- 
ships, awards, and grants. 


Arrangement and content: The records are arranged into two general 
series: operational files and grant files. The Operational Records 
(1956-1975) include information on surveys conducted between 1958 
and 1962 on ballet, symphonies, and orchestras in Canada. These files 
also contain material on Stanley House, donation files, the Canada 
Council’s scholarship policy, and records detailing federal-provincial 
relations in the field of arts policy. The Grant Files (1958-1973) contain 
records of grant applications and awards approved by the Council. They 
are arranged in catagories in accordance with the division or program 
that created the records. Such catagories include the Arts Division, the 
Humanities and Social Sciences Division, Exploration Programs, and 
the Cultural Exchange Program. 


Records of the Wartime Prices and Trade Board: RG 64 
1939-1951 


180 metres 


Administrative history: The Wartime Prices and Trade Board (WPTB) 
was created in September 1939 to provide safeguards against unfair 
price increases in food, fuel, and other necessities of life. The Board was 
also responsible for ensuring an adequate supply and distribution of 
these goods during wartime. In addition, the Board had authority to 
investigate costs, prices, and profits. The WPTB maintained its head- 
quarters in Ottawa and included a number of commodity and industry 
coordinators. A large number of regional and field organizations 
operated throughout the country. The work of the Board also required 
the creation of several companies: Commodity Prices Stabilization Cor- 
poration, Wartime Food Corporation, Canadian Wool Board, Wartime 
Salvage, and the Canadian Sugar Stabilization Corporation. The WPTB 
continued its work until 1951 when it was dissolved. 
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Arrangement and content: The records of the WPTB consist of central 
registry files covering all administrative and operational activities of the 
Board (1939-1951), including records created in the offices of the 
Chairman of the Board and the Secretary. The registry files are organized 
in such a way to reflect the activities of the following administrations: 
Foods; Dairy Products; Tea, Coffee, and Spices; Cocoa, Chocolate, and 
Confectionery; Oils and Fats; Wood and Metal Products; Consumer 
Credit; Enforcement; Distribution and Trade; Capital Equipment and 
Durable Goods; Ships’ Stores; Research and Statistics; Pulp and Paper; 
Non-Ferrous Metals; Office Machinery and Hospital Equipment; and 
the Stove Advisory Committee. Other sub-series include the records of 
the Simplified Practice Division, Ottawa Prices Division, Emergency 
Import Control, Consumer Branch, and the Interdepartmental Commit- 
tee on Industrial Studies. The records of the following wartime com- 
panies are also available as part of the same registry system: Com- 
modity Prices Stabilization Corporation (1941-1951), Wartime 
Food Corporation (1941-1951), Canadian Wool Board (1942-1947), 
Wartime Salvage Limited (1942-1943), and the Canadian Sugar 
Stabilization Corporation (1940-1950). 


Records of the Canadian Commercial Corporation: RG 65 
1944-1972 


9.6 metres 


Administrative history: The Corporation was established in 1946 by 
the Canadian Commercial Corporation Act to assume the functions of 
the Canadian Export Board in the procurement of goods and services in 
Canada for foreign governments and the United Nations. In 1947, the 
Canadian Commercial Corporation (CCC) assumed responsibility for 
the procurement requirements of National Defence until the formation 
of the Department of Defence Production (RG 49) in 1951. The Corpora- 
tion was integrated with this Department, now Supply and Services (RG 
98), in 1963. In 1976, the CCC assumed more responsibility for facilitat- 
ing export trade by closer cooperation with the private sector and, two 
years later, it established headquarters independent of Supply and Ser- 
vices and with majority representation from the private sector on its 
Board of Directors. The main functions of the Corporation are to assist 
in the development of export trade and to assist Canadians in procuring 
goods and services from abroad. 


Arrangement and content: The records are subject files which include 
Minutes of Meetings of the Board of Directors (1946-1952) and the 
Pricing Committee (1944-1947), contractual arrangements with the 
Ming Sung Industrial Company for the export of goods and supplies to 
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China (1946-1950), general operational and administration records 
(1944-1952) and a special series on "Operation Pinetree," a joint air 
defence arrangement between Canada and the United States, primarily 
contracts for military supplies (1950-1951). 


Records of the National Harbours Board: RG 66 
1886-1981 


59.3 metres 


Administrative history: The National Harbours Board (NHB) was 
created in 1936 as an agency corporation with jurisdiction over various 
harbours and grain elevators, including the harbours at St. John’s, New- 
foundland; Halifax, Nova Scotia; Saint John and Belledune, 
New Brunswick; Chicoutimi, Ha Ha Bay, Quebec City, Sept-Iles, Trois- 
Riviéres, and Montreal, Quebec; Churchill, Manitoba; and 
Prince Rupert and Vancouver, British Columbia; and the grain elevators 
at Prescott and Port Colborne, Ontario. Prior to the establishment of the 
NHB, these harbours were administered by a local board. The Board 
reports to Parliament through the Minister of Transport. 


Arrangement and content: Most of the documents are part of the 
Central Registry Files (1886-1981). There are also Procedures 
Manuals (1954-1959) used in the Board offices, a reference file on the 
Port of Montreal inspection vessel (1910-1968), financial records (1962- 
1965), and information on the Collective Bargaining Agreements 
(1943-1967). 


Records of the Export Development Corporation: RG 67 
1944-1976 


24.1 metres 


Administrative history: In 1969, the Export Development Corporation 
succeeded the Export Credits Insurance Corporation, a Crown corpora- 
tion established in 1944 to promote trade by insuring Canadian exporters 
against non-payment by foreign buyers. The Corporation received 
authorization in 1959 to provide financial assistance for the purchase of 
goods in Canada. 


Arrangement and content: In addition to the Central Registry Files 
(1944-1970), this record group contains the Berne Union Files (1946- 
1976) and Case Study Files (1954-1974), including enquiry and policy 
files (1945-1974). 
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Records of the Registrar General of Canada: RG 68 
1760-1988 


93.07 metres 
650 microfilm reels 


Administrative history: The Registrar General registers all instruments 
including proclamations, commissions, letters patent, and other docu- 
ments issued under the Great Seal and the Privy Seal of Canada. Prior to 
Confederation, the registration function was the responsibility of the 
Provincial Secretary for each province. In 1867, this responsibility was 
assumed by the Secretary of State (RG 6). It continued in that Depart- 
ment until 1966 when the Registrar General became a separate depart- 
ment. In 1967, the new Department of Consumer and Corporate Affairs 
(RG 103) took over all the duties and functions of the Registrar General. 


Arrangement and content: The records consist mainly of registers, 
arranged in chronological order, which contain copies of documents 
registered under the various seals of Canada and include: proclamations, 
commissions, warrants and pardons, bonds, letters patents, charters of 
incorporation, land documents, licences, writs, exemplifications, etc. 
Also included are some original proclamations, letterbooks, receipts, 
correspondence, and warrants authorizing the use of the Great Seal. 


Records of the Centennial Commission of Canada: RG 69 
1960-1970 


197.1 metres 


Administrative history: Planning for Canada’s centennial of Con- 
federation was initiated in 1959. The Commission was created as a 
Crown corporation in 1963 to promote interest in, and to plan and 
implement programs and projects relating to, the historical significance 
of Canada’s Confederation. To carry out these goals the Commission 
was organized into various committees whose directors were charged 
with planning, public relations, and information, as well as responsibility 
for regional offices. The Commission reported to Parliament through the 
Secretary of State. 


Arrangement and content: The records are organized to reflect the 
administrative structure and committees system under which the Com- 
mission operated. The records of the Office of the Commissioners and 
Secretariat (1960-1970) executive of the Commission include the 
Minister’s Office, the Commissioner and Chairman of the Board, the 
Associate Director, and the Office of the Assistant to the Commissoners 
and Secretary of the Centennial Commission. The Planning Branch 
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records (1963-1968) include the office of the Director of Planning, Train 
and Caravans Division, Cultural Division, Performing Arts Division, 
Athletic Division, Historical Division, and Voyageur Canoe Pageant and 
Ceremonial Division. The Public Relations and Information Branch 
(1963-1968) records include the offices of the Director and Assistant 
Director, the Coordinator of Promotion Abroad, Publicity Division, 
Information Division, Library and Information Centre, Speakers’ 
Bureau, Promotion Division, and Publication Division. The Regional 
Office (1963-1968) records include the Directors Office and records 
from representatives in the provinces. There is also a series of Registry 
Files. 


Records of Air Canada: RG 70 
1936-1980 


97.9 metres 
8 microfilm reels 


Administrative history: Trans-Canada Air Lines was incorporated in 
1937. Its mandate was to provide publicly owned air transportation 
services, both domestic and international, for passengers, mail, and 
cargo. Since its incorporation, it has seen a great expansion of its routes 
and range of activities. Originally a wholly owned affiliate of Canadian 
National Railways, in 1978 ownership was assumed directly by the 
federal government. The corporation reports to Parliament through the 
Ministry of Transport. The name Air Canada was adopted in 1964. As a 
proprietary Crown corporation, shares in Air Canada have been avail- 
able to the public since 1988. 


Arrangement and content: Much of the material in RG 70 is arranged 
according to corporate organization. The records of the President’s 
Office (1936-1968) cover the administration of the first two presidents, 
H.J. Symington and G.R. McGregor. The records of the Secretary’s 
Office (1937-1978) deal with financial and property matters. Operating 
Records include records of the Operations Branch and the Operations 
Planning Division, Flight Operations Division, Engineering Division 
(1937-1970), and Passenger Service Divisions (1937-1971). Records of 
Purchases and Stores Branch (1937-1970) cover all aspects of the 
procurement of aircraft facilities and equipment while those of Market- 
ing Services (1960-1975) deal with surveys, studies agreements, plans, 
and programs in the marketing area. Files are also held from Adminis- 
trative and Corporate Services (1945-1979) primarily concerning inter- 
nal matters. Other records cover the corporation’s activities in the Congo 
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and Guyana and at Expo '67, corporate publications and advertising 
material, annual and monthly reports and reviews, timetables, fare his- 
tories, and route studies. 


Records of the Canadian Corporation for the 1967 World Exhibition 
(Expo’67): RG 71 
1962-1969 


469.2 metres 


Administrative history: The Corporation was federally incorporated in 
1962 and was responsible for the planning, organizing, and administra- 
tion of the 1967 World Exhibition held in Montreal from 28 April to 27 
October 1967. 


Arrangement and content: The records cover all aspects of the ac- 
tivities of the Corporation and consist of administrative and operational 
files from the Board of Directors and the Executive Committee 
(1963-1969), the Secretariat (1963-1967), Finance and Administra- 
tion (1963-1967), the Department of Installations (1963-1967), the 
Department of Exhibitions (1963-1967), the Vistors’ Branch (1963- 
1967), and the Department of Public Relations (1963-1967). 


Records of the Canadian Government Exhibition Commission: RG 72 
1875-1978 


91 metres 


Administrative history: The Canadian Government Exhibition Com- 
mission is responsible for Canadian representation at international fairs 
and exhibitions. The Commission was administered by the Department 
of Agriculture (RG 17) until 1918, the Department of Immigration and 
Colonization until 1927, and from then until 1970 was the responsibility 
of the Department of Industry, Trade and Commerce (RG 20). In 1970, 
Information Canada (RG 94) assumed the function, but when it was 
disbanded in 1976 the Commission was transferred to the Department of 
Supply and Services (RG 98). 


Arrangement and content: The records consist of numbered and un- 
numbered general correspondence, letterbooks, visitors’ books, souvenir 
booklets, plans and designs, preliminary studies, promotional brochures, 
posters, press clippings, lists of awards, and participants. They are 
organized by exhibition. 
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Records of the Solicitor General of Canada: RG 73 
1834-1986 


428.07 meters 
97 microfilm reels 
1 data file 


Administrative history: The position of Solicitor General was created 
by statute in 1887 (the act was not proclaimed until 1892) to serve as 
assistant to the Minister of Justice. In 1966, the Solicitor General became 
a separate department and was given several responsibilities formerly 
held by the Department of Justice (RG 13), including federal refor- 
matories, prisons, and penitentiaries parole, and remissions and law 
enforcement which is handled by the Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
(RG 18). 


Arrangement and content: The records are arranged into four series, 
namely Minister’s Office (1960-1980), Secretariat (1962-1978), 
Penitentiary Branch (1874-1970), and the National Parole Board 
(1903-1970). The records contain correspondence of the Minister’s 
Office (1967-1980) and the Secretariat (1962-1978); records of Task 
Forces on justice for victims of crime (1982-1986), the role of the private 
sector in criminal justice (1972-1979), and the role of the federal govern- 
ment in law enforcement (1973-1981); records of the Chairman, Nation- 
al Parole Board (1903-1970); inmate (1886-1972) and parole (1932- 
1973) case files; records of Stony Mountain Penitentiary (1871-1984), 
British Columbia Penitentiary (1878-1975), Dorchester Penitentiary 
(1932-1982), and Kingston Penitentiary (1934-1974); and operational 
records of headquarters (1874-1981) and regional offices (1960-1973) 
on activities in various penal institutions. Material in electronic form 
includes an inmate database for 1978. 


Records of the Canadian International Development Agency: RG 74 
1950-1977 


317.4 metres 


Administrative history: The Canadian International Development 
Agency (CIDA) grew out of the Economic and Technical Assistance 
Branch of the Department of Trade and Commerce (RG 20). The func- 
tions of this Branch were transferred to the External Aid Office, in 1960. 
In 1968, the office was designated as a department and the name changed 
to CIDA. 
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CIDA is responsible for advising the government of Canada on 
international assistance policies, the level of its contribution, the opera- 
tion and administration of the program in Asia, francophone and 
anglophone Africa, the Commonwealth Caribbean, and Latin America. 
The operations of the Department are administered through several 
branches which deal with policy, administration, and financial control, 
specific aspects of the aid program, and its application in principal 
geographic regions. 


Arrangement and content: The records in this group are those created 
by CIDA and its predecessors, the Economic and Technical Assistance 
Branch of the Department of Trade and Commerce and the External Aid 
Office. The records consist of the central registry files of the Economic 
and Technical Assistance Branch (1950-1968), program and country 
files (1965-1976) dealing with specific regional programs, bilateral food 
aid files including the world food aid program (1974-1977), project files 
pertaining to individual funded projects (1962-1976), Commonwealth 
Scholarship Fellowship Trainee files (1955-1971), Canadian Commer- 
cial Corporation (1974-1977), files relating to the provision of 
machinery and small equipment to assist in the application of the food 
aid programs, Warsak Project files (1955-1958) and records of the 
Development Assistance Committee (1959-1970). 


Records of the Economic Council of Canada: RG 75 
1960-1984 


113 metres 


Administrative history: Established in 1963 under the Economic 
Council Act, the Economic Council of Canada (ECC) is a departmental 
corporation with a mandate to study and recommend measures that will 
achieve high levels of employment and efficient production to ensure 
consistent economic growth in Canada. Membership is representative of 
private business, labour, agriculture, industry, commerce, and the 
general public. The Council prepares an annual report and various 
studies on Canada’s economic prospects. It reports to Parliament 
through the Prime Minister. 


Arrangement and content: Among the principal series are the Central 
Registry Files (1963-1984) and the files of the National Productivity 
Council (1960-1963). Many of the Central Registry documents are 
available in both official languages. The Economic Council of Canada 
series (1963-1973) provides information on the transformation of the 
National Productivity Council into the Economic Council of Canada and 
on other activities of the ECC. 
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PERES de FAMILLE 


Songez a votre avenir 
et a celui de vos enfants 


Produits Lastiers A visiter la ville et vis i la campagne, dit ke proverbe. Ce 
canseil convient tout particularement 4 ceux qui ont des 
entants, 


© Les villes sont encombrées; on n'y trauve pas demploe pour tout 
Je monde et la vie cofite verriblement cher Aux soucts d'argent 
sajoutent les ingudtudes morales et les respogsabilités Délever 
une famille. La santé morale et physique en souffre 


@ A la campagne, au contrae, la vie ext parsihle et sereme Le 
cultivateur posséde une marson bien i iui, cometruite pour ses 
beseans, of, 4 Tinténeur comme 4 lexténeur, les enfants prennent 
leurs éhacs dans lair pur et le soleil er se déveléppent sous [ort 
maternel, 4 Tabri des dangers de ly ville 


Culeure Mize € Maintenant, veurlle: remarquer que les régions dans lexzuelies 
nonas Vous invitons 4 venir demeurer vous offrent tous les avantages 
dune organisition socuile et rehgieuse Vous ne serez pus sont 
comme ¢ était ke cas autrefots: la poste, le presse et mime lke radio 
vous tendront en contact constant avec le reste de Puruvers De 
bonres routes ou le chemin de fer vous permettront une expbdition 
facie de vos produrts dans lex villes et den obtemr un pnx 
rémonérateur 


@ Le Canada a encore un immense domaine mexplené quit n'artend 
que efort du trawailleur pour fructitier Le prodigreux dévelop 
pement agncole du Canada ces demiéres anntdes saccentue sans 
cesse et Vagnculture vous assure des profits certans Le Canada 
vous réserve le plus cord! accueil 


€ Le Canada dispose, en faveur des colons, de 00,000,000 d’acre 
terre arable dont beaucoup s cots facile. Li 


L A DELORME © CHARETTE 


Peres de famille... A proof of a 1925 advertisement placed in a French 
language newspaper in New England to promote the repatriation of 
French Canadians to Canada. (RG 76, Volume 239, File 146011, Reel 
C-7388) (C-221058) 


Records of the Immigration Branch: RG 76 
1865-1988 


944.37 metres 

740 microfilm reels 
16 card trays (index) 
20 data files 


Administrative history: From 1868 to 1892, the immigration and 
quarantine functions of the federal government were carried out by the 
Department of Agriculture (RG 17). In 1892, responsibility for immigra- 
tion was transferred to the Department of the Interior (RG 15) in order 
to bring immigration together with land settlement. Records relating to 
the settlement of Western land itself are found in RG 15. A separate 
Immigration Branch was established in 1893. In 1917, an independent 
Department of Immigration and Colonization was created to take the 
immigration function from Interior. Reduced once again to branch status 
in 1936 — this time within the new Department of Mines and Resources 
(see RG 21 and 22) — Immigration has never recovered the departmen- 
tal rank it enjoyed during this period. As a result of the post-war 
immigration boom, the Department of Citizenship and Immigration (RG 
26) was formed in 1950 by uniting the Immigration Branch, the Indian 
Affairs Branch from Mines and Resources, and the Citizenship and 
Citizenship Registration Branches of Secretary of State (RG 6). The 
Department of Citizenship and Immigration was dissolved in 1966, and 
immigration became the responsibility of the new Department of Man- 
power and Immigration (RG 118). Manpower and Immigration was then 
merged with the former Unemployment Insurance Commission in 1977, 
forming the Canada Employment and Immigration Commission 
(CEIC), the principal operational component of the Ministry of Employ- 
ment and Immigration. The Immigration Branch administers the recruit- 
ment, selection, and settlement of immigrants. 


Arrangement and content: This record group contains a variety of 
record types, including central registry files, case files, ledgers, registers, 
letterbooks, subject files, briefing books, petitions, immigration 
manuals, circulars, instructions, and forms. The core of the record group 
consists of the four Headquarters central registry files series which date 
from 1892. Material in these series is generally of an administrative and 
policy nature, but also includes some subject files on unusual immi- 
gration cases, investigations, or background information on a specific 
topic. The records document many aspects of Canadian immigration, 
including the development and implementation of federal immigration 
policy, the activities of various emigration/immigration agents and or- 
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ganizations, and the opening of the Canadian West. There are also 
significant records on the immigration of various occupational and 
ethnic groups. Another significant series of records is the Ships’ Pas- 
senger Lists (1865 to 1918), which document the arrival of immigrants 
at Canadian ports, including Halifax, Quebec, Montreal, Saint John, 
Vancouver, and Victoria. Border Entry Point Lists (1908 to 1918) are 
also available. The record group also contains case files relating to 
assisted passage and transportation loans from the 1960s and 1970s, 
records relating to the Canadian Immigration and Population Study 
(1969-1976), and files from Immigration Field Offices after the 1970s, 
including Department of External Affairs Overseas posts which carry 
out immigration screening functions. The records in electronic form in 
this record group include 60 data files from the Landed Immigrant Data 
System (LIDS) covering the years 1927-1986. LIDS holds annual vital 
statistics for each immigrant landed in Canada during a particular year. 


Records of the National Research Council: RG 77 
1919-1987 


242.3 metres 
5 microfilm reels 


Administrative history: The main functions of the National Research 
Council (NRC) have been to conduct research and to promote and 
provide financial and technical support to Canadian scientific and in- 
dustrial research. Created in 1916, the National Research Council was 
an outgrowth of the Sub-Committee of the Privy Council on Scientific 
and Industrial Research. Only in 1925 did the Council’s own laboratory 
operations begin, and by 1929 the Council had established its first four 
scientific research divisions: Chemistry, Physics (which in 1935 split off 
into Physics and Mechanical Engineering), Biology, and Agriculture and 
Research and Information. 


The NRC experienced dramatic expansion in response to the 
demands of World War II. With increasing involvement in radar, sound 
ranging, and other areas of communication, gunsights and ballistics, 
biological warfare and aerodynamics, and atomic research, its staff grew 
from 300 to 3,000 people. Canada’s participation in the war also gave 
rise to new peacetime research responsibilities at the NRC. In the 
aftermath of the war, the NRC established several new and important 
scientific divisions: Atomic Energy (1946), the Division of Building 
Research (1947), the Prairie Regional Laboratory (1948), and the 
Division of Medical Research (1948). In 1946-1947, the NRC also 
became responsible for the administration of the recently-established 
Atomic Energy Control Board at Chalk River (RG 60). Later, the NRC 
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established the Atlantic Regional Laboratory (1952), the National 
Aeronautical Establishment (1958), the Space Research Facilities 
Branch (1960s), and the Herzberg Institute of Astrophysics (1975). 


Arrangement and content: Included are records from several of the 
above-named scientific divisions and other parts of the Council. Most of 
the records fall into one of five main series: Departmental Correspon- 
dence (1920-1973), consisting of several blocks of administrative and 
operational files of various divisions from a central registry system 
established by the NRC in the 1940s; Laboratory Notebooks (1933- 
1973), which pertain to miscellaneous experiments conducted at the 
NRC laboratories, including the Prairie Regional Laboratory; Patents 
(1924-1968), consisting of a single volume of files for inventions by 
NRC staff; Executive Officers (1939-1967), records from the office of 
A.G.L McNaughton, C.J. Mackenzie and ET. Rossner; and Herzberg 
Institute of Astrophysics (1965-1988), chronologically arranged UFO 
sighting reports. 


Records of the Northern Ontario Pipeline Corporation: RG 78 
1954-1967 


5.1 metres 


Administrative history: Established in June 1956, the Northern Ontario 
Pipeline Corporation supervised the construction of the Northern On- 
tario section of the all-Canadian natural gas pipeline. The section was 
then leased, with an option to purchase, to Trans-Canada Pipe Line 
Limited. In 1963, the latter exercised its option and purchased the 
Northern Ontario section of the pipeline. The Corporation was dissolved 
four years later. 


Arrangement and content: This record group consists of five series 
which collectively detail many aspects of the Corporation, from the 
design and planning stage to its transfer to the private sector. Among 
these records are those of Defence Construction Limited (1954-1967). 


Records of the Tariff Board: RG 79 
1933-1985 


95.8 metres 


Administrative history: Established in 1931, the Tariff Board derived 
its authority from the Tariff Board Act, the Customs Act, the Excise Tax 
Act, and the Anti-Dumping Act. It replaced the Board of Customs created 
in 1903. Under the Tariff Board Act, the Board inquired into and reported 


on matters relating to goods brought into Canada that were subject to or 
exempt from customs duties or excise taxes. Under the Customs Act, the 
Excise Tax Act, and the Anti-Dumping Act, the Board acted as a court to 
hear appeals of decisions by the Department of National Revenue, 
Customs and Excise, concerning excise taxes, tariff classification, value 
for duty, drawback of customs duties, and determination of normal value 
or export price in dumping matters. Reports of the Board were tabled in 
the House of Commons by the Minister of Finance (RG 19). In 1989, the 
Tariff Board was amalgamated with the Canadian Import Tribunal and 
the Textile and Clothing Board to form the Canadian International Trade 
Tribunal. 


Arrangement and content: The records are arranged in four series 
which include inquiry reports and advice on matters relating to tariffs, 
trade, and commerce in References (Nos. 1-163), hearing transcripts in 
Appeals (Nos. 1-2540), general correspondence and reports on tariffs 
and their effect on Canada’s trade relations with other countries in 
Country Files (1910-1959), as well as Administration files (1933- 
1977). 


Records of the Canadian Grain Commission: RG 80 
1912-1973 


8.4 metres 


Administrative history: Established in 1912, the Board of Grain Com- 
missioners provides general supervision of the physical handling of 
prairie grain by licensing elevators, inspecting, grading, and weighing 
grain at terminals, and operating Canadian Government Elevators. The 
Commission, which operates out of Winnipeg, has reported to the 
Department of Trade and Commerce (RG 20) from 1912 to 1960, and 
since that date to Agriculture Canada (RG 17). In 1971, the Board’s 
name was changed to the Canadian Grain Commission. 


Arrangement and content: The records consist of central registry files, 
published reports, and maps. The most comprehensive series in the 
record group contains subject files (1912-1962), which document grain 
inspection, weighing, and storage, and the maintenance of elevators. 
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Records of the Dominion Coal Board: RG 81 
1917-1971 


30 metres 


Administrative history: The establishment of the Dominion Coal 
Board (DCB) in 1947 marked the last in a long line of government 
institutions designed to oversee the nation’s coal industry. The first of 
these, the Office of the Fuel Controller, was founded in 1917 to ease coal 
shortages during World War I. The Dominion Fuel Board, created in 
1922, aimed to secure national fuel self-sufficiency. In 1941, most of the 
Board’s functions were transferred to the Coal Administrator of the 
Wartime Prices and Trade Board (RG 64) to avoid duplication of respon- 
sibilities. Shortly after the end of World War II, the DCB was established 
and given a mandate which included not only the development and 
marketing of Canadian coal, but also the improvement of working 
conditions within the collieries. The Board was dissolved and its residual 
functions transferred to the Department of Energy, Mines and Resources 
in 1970. Over the course of its history, the DCB and its predecessors 
have reported to the Departments of Mines, 1922-1936 (RG 86), Mines 
and Resources, 1936-1941 (RG 21), Labour, 1941-1943 (RG 27), Muni- 
tions and Supply, 1943-1948 (RG 28), Trade and Commerce, 1948-1951 
(RG 20), Mines and Technical Surveys, 1951-1966 (RG 21), and Energy, 
Mines and Resources, 1966-1970 (RG 21). 


Arrangement and content: The records in this record group are in two 
series. The Central Registry Files (1917-1971) and the Reference Files 
(1927-1970) reflect the Board and it predecessors’ involvement in the 
production, marketing, and use of coal in Canada. 


Records of the Immigration Appeal Board: RG 82 
1956-1988 


265.7 metres 


Administrative history: The Immigration Appeal Board (IAB), a 
successor to the General Board of Immigration Appeals of the Depart- 
ment of Citizenship and Immigration (RG 26), was established in 1967. 
Completely independent of any other department and reporting to Par- 
liament through the Minister of Employment and Immigration, the 
Board provided an avenue of appeal to persons ordered deported from 
Canada or whose sponsored relatives were refused admission. Prior to 
1967, deportation orders were carried out by the Immigration Branch 
(RG 76). The IAB was replaced by the Immigration and Refugee Board 
in January 1989. 
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Arrangement and content: Records in this record group consist of case 
files documenting appeals brought before and decided by the Immigra- 
tion Appeal Board (1956-1967 and 1967-1988). Within the files are 
documents such as Deportation Orders, Notices of Appeal, Notices of 
Hearing, Minutes of the Inquiry, Inquiry Officer’s Summary, Decisions 
of the Appeal Board, confidential reports from the Board Chairman to 
the Minister, and the Notification of the Appellant of the Board’s 
decision. Some files also contain character assessments of the in- 
dividuals as offered by family doctors or other social agencies, as well 
as correspondence on the individual’s status and the eventual outcome 
of the case. 


Records of Defence Construction Limited: RG 83 
1941-1972 


23.1 metres 


Administrative history: In 1950, Defence Construction Limited was 
created as a Crown corporation to handle contracts for major military 
construction and maintenance projects for the Department of National 
Defence. In 1951, Defence Construction (1951) Limited was created 
under the authority of the Defence Production Act and assumed the 
responsibilities of the predecessor corporation. Initially, the company 
reported to Parliament through the Minister of Defence Production but 
from 1963 through 1965, it reported through the Minister of Industry. 
Since April 1965, it has reported to Parliament through the Minister of 
National Defence. The company is responsible for the construction of 
defence projects which may involve the awarding of construction con- 
tracts as well as the supervision of specific projects. In addition to having 
involvement in projects for National Defence in Canada, the corporation 
is also involved in construction projects in Europe for DND through 
NATO agreements and in offering advice and assistance to other govern- 
ment departments and agencies on construction matters. 


Arrangement and content: The majority of the records are composed 
of a series of central registry files concerning the Mid-Canada early 
warning line and date from 1951 to 1969. Related records of the corpora- 
tion include records on the acquisition of structural steel for contruction 
projects (1951-1952), the Pinetree waming line (1951-1959), and the 
Experimental Army Signal Establishment Project (1959-1960). The 
record group also includes agreements and general ledgers of income 
and expenditures (1950-1962). Some records of the Wartime Housing 
Limited (1941-1951), which was established to provide accommodation 
for individuals involved in the production of munitions of war and on 
defence projects, are also included in this record group. 
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Records of the Canadian Parks Service: RG 84 
1873-1986 


498.2 metres 

45 microfilm reels 
988 microfiches 
113 data files 


Administrative history: Since the initial reservation of the Hot Springs 
at Banff in 1885, the Canadian Parks Service has grown to encompass 
more than 30 national parks, more than 70 national historic parks and 
major sites, and 10 historically significant canal systems. The Canadian 
Parks Service plans, develops, and operates National Parks and National 
Historic Parks and Sites. First controlled by the Dominion Lands Branch 
of the Department of the Interior (RG 15) through its Superintendent of 
Rocky Mountains Park, Parks became, in 1908, a unit of the Forestry 
Branch (RG 39) and, in 1911, a separate entity known as the Dominion 
(later National) Parks Branch. From 1918 to 1966, the Canadian Wildlife 
Service (RG 109) was a unit within the National Parks Branch. In 1973, 
Parks acquired control of historic canals previously administered by the 
Department of Public Works, 1841-1879 (RG 11), Railways and Canals, 
1879-1936 (RG 43), and Transport 1936-1973 (RG 12). The Conserva- 
tion or Parks Canada Program and its predecessors have maintained their 
distinctiveness as units of several larger departments (for an explanation 
of these parent organizations, see RG 22). From 1922 to 1964, Wood 
Buffalo National Park was administered by the Northem Affairs Pro- 
gram and its predecessors (RG 85). In 1979, Parks Canada (as it was 
called) became part of the Department of the Environment (RG 108), 
and in 1988 it was renamed the Canadian Parks Service. 


Arrangement and content: There are five general series of head- 
quarters textual records which reflect the different file classification 
systems in use over the years, and one series of miscellaneous head- 
quarters records. Records from the Secretariat Branch (1873-1928) 
cover the growth of national parks in Canada, most particularly Banff, 
Waterton, Yoho, and the other western parks, as well as Point Pelee. The 
most extensive series of central registry files in RG 84 are from the 
Dominion Parks Branch (c. 1886-1969); these records relate to all the 
activities of national and historic parks administration from 1911 to the 
mid-1960s, such as land leases, wildlife, tourism, wartime work camps, 
forest fire prevention, and interpretive services. Also included are files 
on the activities of the National Historic Sites and Monuments Board 
(see also RG 37). Central registry files from the Conservation Program 
of the National and Historic Parks Branch (1917-1985), which was 
reorganized in the mid-1960s, continue to cover all aspects of national 


and historic parks development except wildlife, because the Canadian 
Wildlife Service (RG 109) was separated from Parks and elevated to 
Branch status in 1966. Records of the Parks Canada Program (1963- 
1981) cover all traditional park activities, as well as more recent ones 
such as public hearings, wilderness zones, Federal-Provincial Parks 
Conferences, and so on. The role of the Canadian Parks Service in recent 
years has led to the creation of numerous socio-economic surveys, which 
are presently in electronic form. These surveys provide information on 
park use, outdoor recreation, and tourism. 


Records of the Northern Affairs Program: RG 85 
1867-1974 


393.1 metres 


Administrative history: Although the first federal government agency 
charged exclusively with the administration of the Canadian North was 
not created until 1921, federal involvement in the North dates from the 
late nineteenth century. The Klondike Gold Rush of 1898 forced the 
federal government, through various units within the Department of the 
Interior, to establish local government services in the Yukon and to 
expand lands and mining administration to include northern areas. By 
the end of World War I, wildlife conservation and Arctic sovereignty 
were added to the Department’s responsibilities. This expanding man- 
date led in 1921 to the creation of the Northwest Territories Branch in 
Interior (renamed in 1922 the Northwest Territories and Yukon Branch). 


By the early 1950s the federal government’s approach to the 
administration of the North had become increasingly interventionist. 
This was the result of mineral discoveries in the Northwest Territories in 
the 1930s, the boom generated by wartime projects such as the Alaska 
Highway and the Canol Pipeline, the role of the North in Cold War 
diplomatic relations, and the growing need for social and other services 
in the North. The wide-ranging services provided by the Northen 
Administration Branch, which was established in 1950, reflect these 
developments in the post-World War II period. In 1973, the northern 
services of the federal government were brought together under the new 
Norther Affairs Program. Although the Department of the Interior was 
abolished in 1936, the Northern Affairs Program and its predecessors 
have maintained their distinctiveness as units within a variety of larger 
departments (for an explanation of these parent organizations, see RG 
ad, 
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Arrangement and content: The records of the Northem Affairs Pro- 
gram are arranged in series that reflect the registry or filing systems of 
the administrative entity that created them. The most important series are 
the following central registry series: the Mining Lands and Yukon 
Branch (1884-1968) records detail mining and resource development in 
the North, the records of the Northwest Territories and Yukon Branch 
(1894-1954) provide details on all aspects of federal government invol- 
vement in the North for the period from late 1910 to the early 1950s, and 
the records contained in the central registry series of the Northern 
Administration Branch (1892-1973) chronicle the increasingly active 
federal involvement in northem development in the 1950s and 1960s. 
Finally, the central registry series of the Northern Affairs Program 
(1947-1987) documents the work of the Department of Indian and 
Norther Affairs. 


Records of the Mines Branch: RG 86 
1911-1968 


16.7 metres 


Administrative history: The Mines Branch’s progenitor, the Office of 
the Superintendent of Mines, was created in 1884 in response to in- 
creased levels of mining activities in the Canadian Rockies. This interest 
persuaded the Department of the Interior to appoint a field officer, whose 
responsibilities included the inspection of mining operations, the collec- 
tion of mining statistics, and the promotion of mining activities on 
federal lands. This led to the establishment of a Mines Branch in the 
Department of the Interior (RG 15) in 1903. In 1907, the Mines Branch 
was coupled with the Geological Survey of Canada (RG 45) to form the 
new Department of Mines. The Branch continued to gather and verify 
mining statistics and to collect specimens for experimentation and ex- 
hibition. When the Department of Interior was abolished in 1936, Mines 
was reduced in status within the Mines and Geology Branch of the new 
Department of Mines and Resources. Over the next 40 years, Mines 
operated as a branch within several larger departments (for an explana- 
tion of these parent organizations, see RG 21). In 1974-1975, the Mines 
Branch was reorganized and became the Canada Centre for Mineral and 
Energy Technology (CANMET) within the Department of Energy, 
Mines and Resources, with research laboratories specializing in energy, 
mining, mineral sciences, and physical metallurgy. 
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Arrangement and content: The records are contained in five small 
series: the records of the Office of the Director (1911-1968); the 
Mining Roads Division (1936-1940); the Fuels and Power Section 
(1953-1966); the Dominion Power Board (1918-1922); and the 
Bureau of Mines (1920-1960). 


Records of the Mineral Resources Branch: RG 87 
1885-1961 


37 metres 


Administrative history: In 1886, the Division of Mineral Statistics and 
Mines was created within the Geological Survey and Museum Branch 
of the Department of the Interior (RG 15). The principal functions of this 
division included the collection of mining statistics, publication of infor- 
mation on mineral resources, analysis of factors affecting the mining 
industry, development of training programs, and administration of 
federal mining acts. In 1907, the Geological Survey of Canada was 
combined with the Mines Branch (RG 86) to form the new Department 
of Mines. The Mineral Resources and Statistics Division within the new 
department continued to collect and publish statistics related to mineral 
production and the metallurgical industries in Canada. In 1920, the 
statistics gathering responsibilities of the Division were transferred to 
the Dominion Bureau of Statistics (RG 31), although the Division 
continued to analyze and interpret such information for government and 
industry. After 1936, when the Department of the Interior was abolished, 
the Mineral Resources Division was integrated into a number of larger 
departments (see RG 21). In 1968, the Division was elevated to branch 
status within the Department of Energy, Mines and Resources, before 
being dissolved in a 1973 reorganization of EMR’s Mineral Develop- 
ment Sector. 


Arrangement and content: The records of the Mineral Resources 
Branch are contained in three series. The records of the Mineral 
Resources and Statistics Division (1885-1920) relate to the collection, 
compilation, and publication of mineral production and metallurgical 
Statistics to 1920. The records of the Mineral Resources Division 
(1894-1961) deal with international mining affairs, mining regulations, 
field reports, and National Energy Board (RG 99) hearings. The records 
of the Office of the Special Mineral Projects Officer (1939-1947) deal 
primarily with assistance provided by the government to companies 
involved in exploration for strategic minerals during World War II. 
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Records of the Surveys and Mapping Branch: RG 88 
1857-1971 


65.6 metres 


Administrative history: The Surveys and Mapping Branch was 
primarily responsible for developing an accurate, comprehensive, and 
coordinated survey system for all of Canada. The maps and charts it 
produced became the basis for the discovery, development, and adminis- 
tration of Canada’s resources; as well, they were considered vital to 
Canada’s defence requirements and were an important component in 
meeting recreational and educational needs. At times, the Branch and its 
predecessors have also been involved in astronomical and meterological 
work, irrigation, hydro development, international and interprovincial 
boundary surveys, and toponymy. 


With the transfer of Rupert’s Land to Canada in 1869, the Depart- 
ment of Public Works (RG 11) became responsible for surveying the 
newly acquired territory. In 1871, a Surveyor General of Dominion 
Lands was appointed in the Department of the Secretary of State (RG 6). 
The surveying function was transferred to the new Department of the 
Interior (RG 15) in 1873, where, under various names, it grew to play 
such an important part in westem development that the Surveyor 
General sometimes attained the rank of Deputy Minister in the Depart- 
ment. After the abolition of the Department of the Interior in 1936, the 
Surveys and Mapping Branch maintained its distinctiveness as a unit 
under the Department of Mines and Resources and its successors. (For 
further explanation of these parent organizations see RG 21.) 


Arrangement and content: The records of the Survey and Mapping 
Branch are arranged under the three major units that comprise the 
Branch. These include Office of the Surveyor General (1875-1969), 
Topographical Surveys Branch (1917-1932), and Surveys and Map- 
ping Branch (1857-1971). Under the Office of the Surveyor General, 
Numbered Registry series (1880-1969) includes files on a wide variety 
of surveying subjects. The series Letterbooks (1881-1915) contain 
copies of the Surveyor General’s outgoing correspondence. Miscel- 
laneous Survey files (1883-1923) contain records on survey systems, 
Indian reserves, and boundary surveys. Surveyors’ diaries and 
notebooks are included in the series Dominion Land Surveyors Diaries 
(1881-1930). The appointments of Surveyors General J.S. Dennis and E. 
Deville are contained in Commissions of Appointment (1875-1885). 
Reports on survey operations in British Columbia and the Yukon are 
included under the Administration series (1917-1931). Files on Survey 
instrument testing are contained in the series Physical Testing 
Laboratory (1917-1931). The series Board of Topographical Surveys 
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and Maps (1920-1925) includes minutes of meetings and deliberations 
concerning map standardization. The series Interdepartmental Commit- 
tee on Air Surveys (1924-1972) documents the activities of this commit- 
tee. Under the Surveys and Mapping Branch, the Administration records 
include a central registry system and records pertaining to map stand- 
ardization. The series Legal Surveys Division (1918-1959) contains 
survey notebooks on Indian reserves and files on the transfer of federal 
survey records to the provinces. Geodetic Survey of Canada (1921- 
1943) consists of records on the status of Geodetic work in New- 
foundland in the 1940s and the reorganization of the Topographic Survey 
in the 1920s. Finally, records concerning the appointment of Dominion 
Land Surveyors are found under the series Board of Examiners for 
Dominion Land Surveyors (1857-1965). 


Records of the Water Resources Branch: RG 89 
1887-1982 


190 metres 
2 data files 


Administrative history: The Water Resources Branch was established 
in 1955. Starting in the late-nineteenth and early-twentieth centuries, its 
predecessor federal agencies were responsible for several aspects of 
national water resource management: irrigation, reclamation, and water 
power development, as well as hydrometry and other research activities. 
The enactment of the North-West Territories Act in 1894 vested all water 
rights in Canada’s Northwest Territories (Saskatchewan and Alberta) in 
the Crown while permitting leasing to private companies for irrigation 
projects. Over the next 30 years, both the irrigation and water power 
functions, and later reclamation service, of the federal government were 
moved through successively different, usually newly-created, branches 
of the Department of the Interior. 


Following the abolition of the Department of the Interior in 1936, 
the water resource function moved to the new Department of Mines and 
Resources, where it remained until 1949, and then to several successor 
departments, including Resources and Development, 1949-1953; North- 
ern Affairs and National Resources, 1953-1966 (see RG 31, 22, and 85). 
In 1966, the Water Resources Branch was amalgamated with the Marine 
Sciences Branch of the Department of Mines and Technical Surveys (see 
RG 21 and 88) to form the Water Group, or Water Sector, of the new 
Department of Energy, Mines and Resources. After the Department of 
Forestry and Fisheries was dissolved in the early 1970s, most of its 
programs, including the water-related functions, were taken over by the 


new Department of the Environment. Most of the water-related func- 
tions now reside in the Department of the Environment's Inland Waters 
Directorate. 


Arrangement and content: The records are organized in five series: 
reports and various registry files from the Dominion Water Power and 
Reclamation Service (1894-1951), reference material from Engineer- 
ing and Water Resources Branch (1950-1952), a file and engineering 
reports from the Water Resources Branch (1920-1968), files from the 
registry system of the Inland Waters Branch (1881-1948), and files 
from the Policy and Planning Branch (Water Sector) of the Depart- 
ment of Energy, Mines and Resources (1950-1971). Finally, the records 
also include additional registry files from the Inland Waters Directorate, 
Inland Waters Branch, and Water Resources Branch. The record group 
contains in electronic form sampling data from the Department of the 
Environment’s NAQUADAT data base for the years 1960-1979. 


Records of the National Battlefields Commission: RG 90 
1907-1985 


.91 metre 
1 microfilm reel 


Administrative history: The Quebec Landmark Commission was ap- 
pointed by the mayor of Quebec City to advise on matters relating to the 
preservation of the city’s historic buildings and landmarks. The 
Commission’s 1907 report was the impetus to preserve the historic 
Plains of Abraham as a National Battlefields Park. Following the report, 
and on the occasion of the Tercentenary of Quebec in 1908, the National 
Battlefields Commission was created to acquire, restore, and maintain 
the historic site and, thereby, commemorate the tercentenary of Quebec 
in a permanent way. During its early years, the Commission’s budget 
came from public subscriptions and private donations, which were 
collected to purchase the historic grounds needed for the proposed park. 
By 1939 the land had been acquired, buildings removed, the park 
landscaped, Martello towers and other structures restored, and several 
monuments and numerous historic plaques erected. Later the Commis- 
sion began to operate on an annual grant from Parliament and reported 
through the Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development, who 
was responsible through Parks Canada for other national historic sites 
(see also RG 22). In 1979, the Department of Environment (RG 108) 
assumed control of Parks Canada (now the Canadian Parks Service). 
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Arrangement and content: Records consist of National Battlefields 
Commission reports, microfilmed minutes of proceedings (including 
highlights of discussions), records of the treasurer concerning the early 
subscriptions, a list of historical tablets and their locations in Quebec 
City, landscaping activities, and a list of commissioners and officers until 
1969. Also included in RG 90 is a microfilmed copy of the 1907 report 
of the Quebec Landmark Commission. 


Yukon Territorial Records: RG 91 
1894-1951 


214 microfilm reels 


Administrative history: The Yukon Territory Act (1898), separated the 
Yukon District from the old North-West Territories and established it as 
a distinct political and administrative entity with its own executive, 
judicial, and legislative institutions. A commissioner administered the 
district with an appointed (later elected) council. The former reported to 
the Deputy Minister of the Department of the Interior. The commissioner 
had legislative powers similar to those of provincial governments, but 
did not control the development of natural resources and the manage- 
ment of Crown lands. Certain financial and other constraints were also 
imposed by Ottawa through the Department of Indian and Northern 
Affairs and its predecessors (RG 15, 22, and 85). Following World War 
II, more and more control was given to the territorial government over 
matters of local jurisdiction. 


Arrangement and content: The Yukon Territorial records are or- 
ganized into four series which reflect the methods of arrangement 
preferred by the agency: numbered files, subject files, letterbooks, and 
registers and indexes. Among these series, the record group contains 
Commissioner’s Office Letterbooks (1899-1902), Gold Commissioner’s 
Office Letterbooks (1899-1924), and Controller’s Office Letterbooks 
(1899-1902). Together, these series reveal much about the history of the 
Yukon, including postal service, Indian affairs, Dawson City’s water 
system, territorial road constructions, land sales, applications for town 
lots, and liquor and marriage licenses. 
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Records of the Geographic Branch: RG 92 
1945-1968 


11.6 metres 


Administrative history: A Chief Geographer was appointed in 1890 in 
the Department of the Interior (RG 15) to be responsible for Canadian 
geographic nomenclature as well as the production of maps and general 
information on explorations and geography. A separate Chief 
Geographer’s Branch emerged in 1909, which in 1923 merged with the 
Natural Resources Intelligence Bureau of the Department of the Interior. 
The collection of geographical data and the control of place names was 
subsumed in the Surveys and Mapping Branch (RG 88) from 1933 to 
1947. In 1947, a Geographical Bureau (Branch in 1949) was rees- 
tablished. It reported through three successive departments (for an 
explanation of these parent organizations, see RG 21). In 1968, when 
geographical responsibilities were again given to the Surveys and Map- 
ping Branch, the Geographical Branch was abolished. 


Arrangement and content: The records in this group focus on the later 
period of the Branch and have been organized under a single series: 
Central Registry Series (1945-1968). The records cover a wide range 
of subjects: urban geography, land use studies, area economic surveys, 
hydrology, and projects falling under the scope of the Agricultural 
Rehabilitation and Development Act. Also included are general files on 
the administration of the Branch and various Branch publications. 


Records of the Atmospheric Environment Service: RG 93 
1870-1984 


166.2 metres 
5 microfilm reels 


Administrative history: The first official meteorological observations 
in Canada took place in 1839 following the establishment of an obser- 
vatory at Toronto by the Imperial government. The province of Canada 
took over the observatory in 1853. At the time of Confederation, the 
meteorological function was placed with the Department of Marine and 
Fisheries (RG 42). By 1874, the Department decided to create the 
Canadian Meteorological Office. This Office remained with Marine and 
Fisheries until 1936, when it moved to the newly-created Department of 
Transport (RG 12). Finally, in 1971, by which time the Office bore the 
name Canadian Meteorological Service, the Service was moved to the 
new Department of the Environment (RG 108) and renamed the Atmos- 
pheric Environment Service. The Service provides historical, current, 
and predictive meteorological data, and sea-state and ice information for 
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all areas of Canada and adjacent waters to various departments of the 
government, primarily Transport and National Defence. It also provides 
weather forecasting information to the general public. 


Arrangement and content: The records fall into the following series: 
Correspondence Registers (1874-1933), Numbered Correspondence 
(1884-1913), Numbered Files (1901-1933), Quebec Observatory 
Correspondence (1840-1947), Director’s Correspondence (1880- 
1955), Instrument Ledgers (1900-1906), and Registers of Accounts 
(1885-1921). This record group also includes registers of daily weather 
observations for various locations in Ontario, Quebec, and the Maritimes 
for the period 1870-1914. Finally, there are numerous files from central 
registry systems of the Department of Transport and the Department of 
Environment dating from the 1900s to the 1980s. Correspondence files 
in the above series deal with departmental, interdepartmental, national, 
and international meetings, conferences, and symposia; the estab- 
lishment, operation, and automation of weather stations across Canada; 
scientific research on various meteorological phenomena and environ- 
mental issues; and the development of meteorological monitoring, ob- 
servation, and data-gathering technologies. 


Information Canada Records: RG 94 
1969-1976 


78.3 metres 


Administrative history: Information Canada was established on 1 April 
1970 (PC 1970-559, 26 March 1970) on the recommendation of the Task 
Force on Government Information to act as a central source of public 
information on federal government policies, programs, and services. It 
also coordinated federal information programs involving more than one 
departmental portfolio and initiated special programs where the public 
need was clear but the responsibility did not fall under the jurisdiction of 
any one department. It also provided professional resource assistance to 
help other agencies improve the quality and effectiveness of their infor- 
mation work and marketed and distributed federal publications. Infor- 
mation Canada was disbanded as of 31 March 1976. 


Arrangement and content: The records are divided into several series 
consisting of administrative and operational files, speeches, studies, and 
minutes of meetings. Included are records from the Central Registry 
Files (1969-1976), the Office of the Director-General (1972-1974), the 
Communications Branch (1971-1975), the Regional Operations 
Branch (1971-1975), the Research and Evaluation Branch (1971- 
1975), and the Atlantic Region (1973-1976). 
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Records of the Corporations Branch: RG 95 
1967-1973 


72 metres 


Administrative history: This Branch of the Bureau of Corporate Af- 
fairs, Consumer and Corporate Affairs (RG 103), is responsible for the 
administration of the Canada Business Corporations Act and its 
predecessors. It deals with the incorporation of businesses, the filing of 
financial statements and annual summaries, and the maintenance of a 
register of mortgages. This function formerly belonged to the Secretary 
of State (RG 6), which was transferred to Consumer and Corporate 
Affairs in 1967. Under the authority of such legislation, the Corporations 
Branch develops federal commercial institutions through incorporation, 
and protects investors and creditors in the financial market. 


Arrangement and content: The records in this group consist of files 
relating to companies that have voluntarily surrendered their charter in 
the process of winding up the company’s affairs (1967-1972), and files 
on companies that have been dissolved (1968-1973). 


Records of the Northern Canada Power Commission: RG 96 
1898-1970 


.9 metre 


Administrative history: Established in 1948, the Northwest Territories 
Power Commission oversaw the construction and operation of power 
and utility plants in the territories. In 1950, the Commission’s mandate 
was enlarged to include the Yukon Territory and, accordingly, the 
agency’s name was changed to the Northern Canada Power Commis- 
sion. By agreement with the territorial governments, the federal govern- 
ment transferred the responsibilities of the Commission to the Yukon and 
Northwest Territories in 1987 and 1988 respectively. The Commission 
is now defunct. 


Arrangement and content: The series which comprise this small 
record group are for the most part the records of various companies taken 
over in 1966 by the Northern Canada Power Commission (1898- 
1970). These companies include Northern Light, Power and Coal 
Limited (1909-1912), Dawson Electric Light and Power Company 
Limited (1898-1966), Dawson City Water and Power Company Limited 
(1900-1966), and Yukon Telephone Syndicate Limited (1900-1966). 
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Records of the Department of Communications: RG 97 
1902-1982 


188.5 metres 
48 data files 


Administrative history: The Department was established in 1969 to 
promote the orderly operation and development of communications in 
Canada by recommending national policies and programs, encouraging 
growth and efficiency in current systems, and by assisting in the 
development of new communications facilities and resources. It is also 
responsible for managing the radio frequency spectrum in Canada, 
protecting Canadian interests in international matters, and coordinating 
telecommunications services for departments or agencies of the federal 
goverment. Prior to 1969, many of these duties were performed by the 
Marine Branch (RG 42), and the Department of Transport (RG 12). 
Finally, in 1981, responsibility for arts and culture was transferred from 
the Secretary of State (RG 6) to the Department of Communications. 


Arrangement and content: The records are arranged into seven general 
series. The Records of the 1969 Central Registry System (1904-1982), 
consist of administrative, policy, and operational files, many of which 
were inherited from its predecessors. The Records of the 1982 Func- 
tional Registry System (1936-1982), also consist of administrative, 
policy, and operational files. This series is composed of records coming 
from the Cultural Policy and Program Branch, the Federal-Provincial 
Relations Branch, the International Relations Branch, and the Senior 
Assistant Deputy Minister’s Office. The Records of the Minister’s 
Office (1968-1975), as well as the Records of the Deputy Minister’s 
Office (1968-1978), were comprised of policy files, subject files, and 
diaries. The Records of the Communications Research Centre (1962- 
1974) consist of printouts of data transmitted by satellites Alouette / and 
II, The Records of Commissions and Committees (1928-1982), in- 
cludes briefs, chronological correspondence, hearing schedules, press 
clippings, and discussion papers. Of particular interest are the records of 
the Federal Cultural Policy Review Committee (1979-1982), otherwise 
known as the Applebaum-Hébert Committee. The last series consists of 
Miscellaneous Records (1902-1959), which were not part of any 
registry system and relate to various topics. Electronic records col- 
lected from the Department relate to data from the Communications 
Research Centre’s satellite communications program. 
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Records of the Department of Supply and Services: RG 98 
1935-1981 


332.3 metres 


Administrative history: The Department was created in April 1969 by 
merging the Departments of Defence Production (RG 49), and Public 
Printing and Stationery of the Secretary of State (RG 6), the Shipbuild- 
ing Branch of the Department of Transport (RG 12), the Office of the 
Comptroller of the Treasury (RG 55), and the Bureau of Management 
Consulting Services of the Public Service Commission (RG 32). 


As supplier, contractor, printer, and government manager, the 
Department of Supply and Services provides important shared services 
in the areas of supply, storage, distribution and printing, accounting and 
payments, financial auditing, and management consulting. In 1985, in 
order to combine operations, the Department merged the administration 
of Supply with the administration of Services. 


Arrangement and content: The records are divided into six series. The 
first contains records of the Deputy Minister, Services Sector (1960- 
1975); more specifically, it contains the documents of H.R. Balls, the 
former Comptroller of the Treasury, when he was Deputy Minister of 
Services. The second is composed of Central Registry Files (1951- 
1974) and includes files from many of the Department’s branches: 
Shipbuilding (1965-1974), Industrial and Naval Products Centre (1951- 
1972), Administrative and Personnel Services Branch (1970-1973), 
Aerospace and Armament Branch (1957-1975), Purchasing Research 
Branch (1966-1970), Audit Services Bureau (1961-1969), and Account- 
ing and Bank Management Branch, which contains the government’s 
Central Control Ledgers (1961-1976). The third series is on the 
Canadian Government Printing Services (1965-1971) and contains 
Central Registry Files. The fourth series contains files on Information 
Canada (1961-1970). The fifth series is composed of documents from 
the Canadian Commercial Corporation (1965-1970). Finally, the 
sixth series contains documents on the Polymer Corporation (1942- 
1970) 


Records of the National Energy Board: RG 99 
1901-1983 


99.2 metres 


Administrative history: The National Energy Board (NEB) was estab- 
lished by the National Energy Board Act in 1959 to ensure the best use 
of energy resources in Canada. As a court of record, with the same 
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powers as a superior court, the NEB regulates the construction and 
operation of all oil and gas pipelines, the export and import of oil and 
gas, and the export of electrical power. It performs this work through 
public hearings, investigations, and the issuance of orders and certi- 
ficates. Following the passage of the Petroleum Administration Act in 
1975, the Board was also empowered to administer the export charge on 
crude oil and the pricing of natural gas for interprovincial and interna- 
tional trade. The NEB reports through the Minister of Energy, Mines and 
Resources (RG 21). 


Arrangement and content: The records of the NEB are arranged in a 
number of series. The Office of the Chairman (1901-1979) series 
contains oil company submissions to the Board, and energy policy 
reports, briefs, and memoranda. The Central Registry Office series 
(1930-1983) contains information on legislation; liaison between NEB 
and companies, departments, and governments; NEB involvement on 
various committees; and a variety of administrative records. Other 
records in this record group include cancelled gas contracts and agree- 
ments, records of Board hearings, submissions presented to the Royal 
Commission on Energy (the Borden Commission, 1957-1958), and 
exhibits presented to the NEB by resource development, power, and 
pipeline companies. 


Records of the Canadian Radio-Television and Telecommunications 
Commission: RG 100 
1910-1981 


7.5 metres 

232 microfilm reels 
229 microfiches 

8 data files 


Administrative history: This Commission, established in 1968 under 
the provisions of the Broadcasting Act, regulates and supervises all 
aspects of the Canadian broadcasting system. It replaced the Board of 
Broadcast Governors created in 1958. In April 1976, the CRTC assumed 
authority over federally-regulated telecommunications carriers formerly 
exercised by the Canadian Transport Commission (RG 46). The Com- 
mission has the power to issue, review, and suspend broadcasting licen- 
ces. The CRTC reports to Parliament through the Minister of Com- 
munications (RG 97). 


Arrangement and content: The records are arranged in four general 
series. Records of the Office of the Chairman (1971-1973) consist 
mainly of reports on public hearings. Records of the Office of the 
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Secretary General (1947-1981) include circular letters, press releases, 
and the transcripts of the public hearings held by the Commission. 
Records of the Office of the Senior Executive Director of Operations 
(1970-1979) comprise office files relating to administrative and oper- 
ational activities, as well as radio and television station program logs. 
Reference Material (1925-1974) consists of records pertinent to broad- 
casting in Canada gathered by T.J. Allard, a former Director General of 
the Canadian Association of Broadcasters. Electronic records relate to 
regulation of both public and private broadcasters. The records contain 
program logs and audience data. 


Records of the Crown Assets Disposal Corporation: RG 101 
1943-1980 


71.6 metres 


Administrative history: This agency was originally incorporated in 
1943 as the War Assets Corporation Limited. In 1944, it was renamed 
the War Assets Corporation and its primary responsibility was to dispose 
of Crown assets that became surplus with the termination of the war. 
Five years later the corporation became known as the Crown Assets 
Disposal Corporation and was made responsible for the sale of federal 
government surplus assets through tenders, auction, or rentals. The 
Corporation derives its authority from the Surplus Crown Assets Act and 
reports to Parliament through the Minister of Supply and Services. 


Arrangement and content: This record group contains central registry 
files dealing with the administrative and operational functions of the 
Corporation. Also included are special subject files such as head office 
papers and records of the United States Army facilities at Prince Rupert, 
Port Edward, and Watson Island, as well as records relating to contracts 
and sales. 


Records of the Ministry of State for Science and Technology: RG 102 
1959-1983 


28.7 metres 


Administrative history: The Ministry of State for Science and Technol- 
ogy was created in 1971. Its primary purpose has been to formulate and 
develop policies in relation to the activities of the Government of Canada 
that affect the development and application of science and technology. 
Since 1972, the Ministry has undergone numerous reorganizations and 
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mandate changes. The latest of these changes (as of 1988) involves the 
Department’s integration into the new Ministry of Industry, Science and 
Technology. 


Arrangement and content: The records include a chronologically ar- 
ranged series of copies of ministerial correspondence from the Office of 
the Secretary of the Ministry (1978-1983), agendas, minutes, letters, 
memoranda, and other items tabled before the Ministry’s Executive 
Committee (1976-1980), and general correspondence from the Office of 
the Minister (1978-1983). Most other records in this record group fall 
within Science and Technology’s central registry system (1964-1978). 
Among the subjects covered are affiliation with international scientific 
bodies, liaison with the national and international scientific community, 
Departmental organization and membership in associations, committees 
and societies. 


Records of the Department of Consumer and Corporate Affairs: RG 103 
1914-1980 


78.9 metres 
13 data files 


Administrative history: Established in 1967 following the reorganiza- 
tion and expansion of the Department of the Registrar General, the 
Department of Consumer and Corporate Affairs is responsible for con- 
sumer affairs, corporations and corporate securities, combines, mergers, 
monopolies, restraint of trade (RG 110), bankruptcies, and insolvencies 
(RG 104); and patents, copyrights, trade marks, and industrial designs 
(RG 105). The Minister of Consumer and Corporate Affairs is also the 
Registrar General (RG 68). 


Arrangement and content: The records are arranged in five series 
relating to the Minister’s Office (1973-1974), the Bureau of Intellec- 
tual Property (1934-1972), the Bureau of Consumer Affairs (1968- 
1970), the Consumer Standards Directorate (1914-1971), and the 
Prices Group (1970-1975), and consist of correspondence, reports, and 
working papers on consumer interests and complaints, commodity 
standards, patents and copyright, and prices and incomes. This record 
group also contains electronic records concerning drug prices (1976), 
all incorporated companies in Canada (1971-1975), wages and labour 
force data (1935-1972), and wages and prices inflation (1947-1971). 
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Records of the Bankruptcy Branch: RG 104 
1943-1976 


63.8 metres 


Administrative history: This agency is administered by the Depart- 
ment of Consumer and Corporate Affairs (RG 103) and is responsible 
for carrying out the provisions of the federal bankruptcy legislation. 
Until 1969, the Bankruptcy Act was administered by the Department of 
Justice (RG 13). 


Arrangement and content: The records consist of a selection of case 
files indicating a variety of personal and commercial bankruptcies from 
all provinces and territories. 


Records of Patents, Trade Marks, Copyright, and Industrial Design: 
RG 105 
1861-1985 


106.9 meters 
140 microfilm reels 


Administrative history: The administration of legislation relating to 
patents, trademarks, copyright, and industrial design is the responsibility 
of the Bureau of Intellectual Property, Department of Consumer and 
Corporate Affairs (RG 103). Patent legislation in Upper and Lower 
Canada was administered by the respective Provincial Secretary, but in 
1852 the responsibility was assumed by the Minister of Agriculture. The 
registration of patents, trademarks, copyright, and industrial design 
remained with the Department of Agriculture (RG 17) until 1918. At that 
time, it was transferred to the Department of Trade and Commerce (RG 
20), and in 1927 became the responsibility of the Secretary of State (RG 
6). Finally, in 1967 Consumer and Corporate Affairs assumed control of 
the administration of intellectual property. 


Arrangement and content: The records are arranged in chronological 
order and consist of the following types of documents: industrial design 
registrations; copyright registrations and indexes; trade mark applica- 
tions and indexes to registrations; exemplifications of patents of inven- 
tions and copies of Canadian and American radio patents; and registers 
of correspondence and letterbooks on copyright, trade marks, and in- 
dustrial designs. 
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Records of the Office of the Co-ordinator, Status of Women (Status of 
Women Canada): RG 106 
1965-1976 


6.1 metres 


Administrative history: The Office of the Co-ordinator was established 
in 1971, as a result of the recommendations of the Royal Commission on 
the Status of Women (Bird Commission, 1967-1971, RG 33/89). 
Originally affiliated with the Privy Council Office (1971-1976), the 
Office became an independent department on 1 April 1976, and is now 
known as Status of Women Canada. Its chief responsibilities are to 
analyse and develop policies regarding women, to coordinate requests 
from women’s groups and to disseminate information on federal govern- 
ment programs. Its mandate also involves ensuring that the federal 
government adheres to its commitment to promote equality between the 
sexes in every sector of Canadian society. 


Arrangement and content: This record group includes working papers, 
minutes of meetings, reports, proceedings, and documentation on 
projects resulting from the various International Women’s Year 
Programs (1975). Other documents include correspondence, articles, 
and studies on day care. 


Records of the Office of the Administrator, Anti-inflation Act : RG 107 
1975-1984 


41.7 metres 


Administrative history: The Office of the Administrator, Anti-/nflation 
Act, was created in December 1975 as one of three components to 
administer the program of restraint on prices and incomes. The Office of 
the Administrator was responsible for enforcing the provisions of the 
Anti-Inflation Act and making binding decisions where contravention of 
the guidelines existed. The Office was empowered to investigate all 
aspects of disputes arising from the Act and to issue legally binding 
orders, which set a maximum limit on a price or wage increase. The 
Office of the Administrator ceased to exist after 1980. 


Arrangement and content: The records consist of case files, com- 
pliance files, general files, copies of orders, and administrative cor- 
respondence. 
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Records of the Department of the Environment: RG 108 
1899-1983 


366.4 metres 
113 data files 


Administrative history: The Department of the Environment was es- 
tablished in 1971 to bring together the principal government activities 
relating to environmental quality in general and pollution in particular. 
Building on the basis of the Department of Fisheries and Forestry (RG 
23 and 39), the Department incorporated the Canadian Wildlife Service 
(RG 109) from Indian Affairs and Northern Development (RG 22); the 
Water Sector (RG 89) from Energy, Mines and Resources (RG 21); Air 
Pollution Control and Public Health Engineering from National Health 
and Welfare (RG 29); Canadian Meteorological Service (RG 93) from 
Transport (RG 12); and the Canada Land Inventory from Regional 
Economic Expansion (RG 124). The Department has undergone nu- 
merous Organizational changes since 1971. In 1974, the fisheries units 
began reporting through a separate Minister of State and became, in 
1979, with some water resources units the Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans (the Inland Waters Directorate remained a part of Environment 
Canada). Parks Canada (RG 84) was transferred to Environment from 
Indian Affairs and Northern Development in 1979, and the Canadian 
Forestry Service was transferred to Agriculture Canada (RG 17) in 1985. 


Arrangement and content: Holdings in this record group include 
central registry files of an administrative and operational nature covering 
pollution, various conservation acts and legislation such as the Canada 
Water Act, research activities, and task forces on environmental issues. 
As environmental concems do not often respect legal boundaries, many 
of the records demonstrate the Department’s involvement with interna- 
tional and provincial governments, private organizations, and interna- 
tional associations such as the World Meterological Organization. There 
is a significant volume of records from the Minister’s and Deputy 
Minister’s offices covering Departmental activities policy for the years 
1965 to 1979. In addition to textual records, electronic records contain 
survey information from the 1960s and 1970s on water quality, munici- 
pal waterworks and waste water management systems, park forest 
resources, tree data (1918-1930), and forest weather data (1931-1966). 
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Records of the Canadian Wildlife Services: RG 109 
1905-1978 


126.37 metres 


Administrative history: Following the Treaty for International Protec- 
tion of Migratory Birds in 1916 between Canada and the United States 
and the subsequent Migratory Bird Convention Act of 1917, a Dominion 
Ornithologist was appointed in the Dominion Parks Branch in 1918 (RG 
84 and 22). When responsibility for wildlife protection in the North (RG 
85) and national parks was added in 1919, this official became the 
Supervisor of Wildlife Protection. The Supervisor’s unit assumed more 
responsibility in 1930 when under the new National Parks Act, Canada’s 
national parks became absolute game sanctuaries and all bird sanctuaries 
became federal preserves. By 1947, this unit of the National Parks 
Branch grew into the Dominion Wildlife Service (its name was changed 
to the Canadian Wildlife Service (CWS) in 1950) and, in 1966, the CWS 
formed an independent branch in the Department of Indian Affairs and 
Northern Development (RG 22). In 1971, the CWS joined the new 
Department of the Environment (RG 108). Itis primarily responsible for 
migratory bird regulations, and also advises the provinces and national 
parks on wildlife management and endangered species. 


Arrangement and content: Although the Canadian Wildlife Service 
has always been part of a larger branch or department and used its file 
classification system, CWS operational records have nevertheless 
remained separate and apart. By far the majority of records are Central 
Registry Files (1909-1970), covering CWS administrative and oper- 
ational activities. These files reflect a wide range of responsibilities such 
as enforcement of wildlife legislation, omithology in general, mammals, 
fish, reptiles, and wildlife management. Other records include field 
office records of the Canadian Reindeer Project (1929-1973), which 
document the day-to-day management of reindeer herds maintained in 
the Mackenzie Delta region. A small portion of records concerms bird 
banding throughout North America in the twentieth century, correspon- 
dence of the Chief Migratory Bird Officer of the Prairie Provinces 
(1920-1954), and a bibliography of unpublished CWS studies and 
reports (1978). 
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Records of the Combines Investigation Branch: RG 110 
1910-1965 


24 metres 


Administrative history: The Combines Investigation Branch was es- 
tablished in 1910 as part of the Department of Labour. It was charged 
under the Combines Investigation Act, 1910, with the investigation and 
prosecution of alleged combines. The statutory power of the office was 
amended in 1923 with the passage of a wider Combines Investigation 
Act. In 1947, the Branch was transferred to the Department of Justice, 
and it remained there until it was replaced in 1967 by the Bureau of 
Competition Policy, part of the newly formed Department of Consumer 
and Corporate Affairs (RG 103). 


Arrangement and content: The records of the Combines Investigation 
Branch are arranged into one series, Investigations Records, and main- 
ly consist of material collected for different cases pursued under the 
Combines Investigation Act. There are also files of memoranda to the 
Minister of Justice (1945-1958). 


Records of the Public Service Staff Relations Board: RG 111 
1958-1986 


33.7 metres 
37 data files 


Administrative history: The Public Service Staff Relations Board 
(PSSRB) was established in 1967 by the Public Service Staff Relations 
Act. It was set up to serve as a third party in disputes between the public 
service and the employer. The PSSRB also took over responsibility for 
the Pay Research Bureau, which is responsible for studying pay scales 
and benefits from both outside and inside the federal public service in 
order to assist the collective bargaining process. 


Arrangement and content: This record group is arranged into six 
series, reflecting the administrative structure of the Board and its 
predecessor, the Pay Research Bureau. The records of the Pay Research 
Bureau series (1958-1973) consist of memoranda and studies on the pay 
of various occupational groups. The records of the Preparatory Com- 
mittee on Collective Bargaining (1963-1967) consist of general ad- 
ministrative files, correspondence, and committee minutes on the sub- 
ject of collective bargaining in the federal public service. The Central 
Registry records (1968-1986) are files on individual unions or staff 
associations and their presentations to the collective bargaining process. 
The Legal Services records (1970-1975) were created by the Bryden 
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Committee in its study of the Public Service Staff Relations Act. The 
records of the Chairman’s Office (1962-1975) contain files of the first 
PSSRB Chairman, Mr. J. Finkelman, and include general material on 
collective bargaining in the public service. The Mediation Service 
series (1968-1980) consists of case files, each containing a request for a 
conciliator, an acknowledgement, the Treasury Board response, the 
notice of appointment, and the report of the conciliation. Material in 
electronic form (1973-1982), consists of pay research data including 
such vocational groups as Foreign Service Officers, Police, and Hospital 
Employees. 


Records of the Bilingual Districts Advisory Board: RG 112 
1970-1975 


4.5 metres 
1 data file 


Administrative history: In order to ensure that services are provided to 
Anglophone and Francophone minorities by all the public authorities 
concerned, the Royal Commission on Bilingualism and Biculturalism 
(1963-1971) recommended the creation of bilingual federal districts. For 
this reason, the Official Languages Act of 1969 provided for the creation 
of a Bilingual Districts Advisory Board responsible for designating 
bilingual districts. Boards made up of five to ten commissioners were to 
be created to represent the residents of various provinces or major 
regions in Canada. Because the government felt that the recommenda- 
tions of the First and Second Boards (created in 1970 and 1972 respec- 
tively) were not compatible with its official-languages policy, the project 
to create bilingual districts was abandoned. 


Arrangement and content: This record group contains the minutes of 
the meetings of the First and Second Boards, reports, recommendations, 
briefs, and correspondence with various federal government depart- 
ments. It also contains the proceedings of public hearings held in the 
various areas across the country, statistical data from the cooperation 
agreements with various federal departments, and briefs or presentations 
by individuals. Records in electronic form consist of a bilingual district 
survey of 1972. 
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Records of the Office of the Chief Electoral Officer (Elections Canada): 
RG 113 
1867-1980 


6 metres 
994 microfilm reels 
6 data files 


Administrative history: The Office was established in 1920 under the 
provisions of the Dominion Elections Act. Before that time, elections 
were conducted pursuant to provincial legislation and, between 1867 and 
1884, held at different times in different ridings. The right to vote or run 
for office was restricted to a minority comprised of male property 
owners. The Dominion Elections Act of 1874 established the secret 
ballot and the holding of a general election on the same day in every 
riding in the country. From 1920 on, the Office of the Chief Electoral 
Officer was responsible for the electoral process. The Office has been a 
department since 1952 and reports directly to Parliament through the 
President of the Privy Council. Known today as Elections Canada, the 
Office continues to provide direction and carries out the general ad- 
ministrative duties related to federal elections, including the election of 
members to the Councils of the Yukon and Northwest Territories. 


Arrangement and content: This record group contains correspon- 
dence, reports (1867-1980), and documentation on the appointment of 
the Chief Electoral Officer and deputy returning officers and on the 
operational administration of the Office. In also contains microfilm 
series of Notices of Grant of Poll (1945-1979) describing the 
geographical boundaries of ridings in every province and listing of the 
candidates and the electors who nominated them. Other microfilm series 
contain documents such as Preliminary Voters Lists (1935-1979) for 
provincial general elections and by-elections and for elections to the 
Councils of the Northwest Territories (1951-1975), statistical and 
comparative data on Election Returns (1867-1980), and statutory 
reports of the Chief Electoral Officer. Electronic records consist of 
election results since 1972 and include data on individual ridings, can- 
didates, number of votes received, and expenditures. 
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Records of the Food Prices Review Board: RG 115 
1973-1976 


21.5 metres 
10 data files 


Administrative history: Established in May 1973 (PC 1973-1239), the 
Board was created to conduct research and prepare publications on food 
price changes; the Board also conducted investigations, monitored 
prices, and recommended policies. The FPRB was disbanded in October 
1975 to make way for the Anti-Inflation Board. 


Arrangement and content: Most of the documents are contained in the 
Central Registry Files of the Office of the Secretary (1973-1975). All 
of these documents describe the administrative and operational activities 
of the Board and its role, responsibilities, and functions. This record 
group also contains a large number of newspaper articles (1973-1975) 
providing an idea of the view that the written media had of the Board’s 
role, and electronic records which mostly consist of surveys carried out 
during the 1970s on food prices in a number of major Canadian cities. 


Records of the Company of Young Canadians: RG 116 
1965-1976 


39.4 metres 


Administrative history: The Company of Young Canadians was 
created in 1966 as a federal government corporation designed to harness 
the energies and talents of Canadian youth for useful social and 
economic development projects. The Company of Young Canadians Act 
empowered the corporation to encourage voluntary programs for social, 
economic, and community development in Canada or abroad. The Com- 
pany reported through the Secretary of State (RG 6) and was permitted 
to liaise with federal, provincial, or other interested government author- 
ities in furthering of its objectives. In early 1976, the Company was 
abolished. 


Arrangement and content: The records in this record group consist 
primarily of operational and subject central registry files containing 
correspondence, internal studies, consultants’ reports, day-books, 
project information sheets, and other miscellaneous records document- 
ing the Company’s activities, functions, projects, and ultimate dissolu- 
tion. The bulk of records date from 1970-1976 and cover such topics as 
the Company’s organization, staff relations, project program activities, 
community planning, and housing development. 
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Records of the Office of the Custodian of Enemy Property: RG 117 
1903-1975 


97.57 metres 
183 microfilm reels 


Administrative history: The Office of the Custodian of Enemy Proper- 
ty was established in 1916 under the authority of the War Measures Act 
of 1914. Its function was to take action under the Trading with the 
Enemy regulations, including the seizure and liquidation of enemy 
property. From 1919 to 1939, it served the function of administering war 
claims and reparations. With the outbreak of World War II, the Office 
once again was given responsibility for Trading with the Enemy regula- 
tions. In 1942, the role of the Custodian was expanded to include the 
administration of property taken from Japanese Canadians. 


Arrangement and content: The records in this record group are ar- 
ranged into four main series according to the offices of the Custodian and 
the functions these offices served. The Headquarters Series (1903- 
1975) consists of files covering the whole range of activities engaged in 
by the Office, but deal mostly with the war claims and reparations 
functions of the Office. The Clearing Office Records (1920-1939) 
come from the London Office of the Custodian, which was established 
to act with its British counterpart in dealing with war claims and repara- 
tions. The records in the Vancouver Office Series (1904-1958) consist 
of information on the seizure of property from individuals of enemy 
origin and the evacuation of Japanese Canadians from the coastal areas 
of British Columbia. The War Claims Branch Series (1950-1969) 
contains records concerming the claims of Canadians for compensation 
for deaths, loss of property, or personal injury as a result of World War 
II. 


Records of the Department of Employment and Immigration: RG 118 
1918-1985 


1,084.26 metres 
19 data files 
86 microfilm reels 


Administrative history: The Department of Manpower and Immigra- 
tion was established in 1966 to maximize the development and utiliza- 
tion of Canada’s human resources. The new department united under one 
umbrella the Immigration Branch of the former Department of Citizen- 
ship and Immigration (RG 26 and 76) and a number of components 
formerly part of the Department of Labour (RG 27). In 1977, under the 
authority of the Employment and Immigration Reorganization Act, the 
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Unemployment Insurance Commission (RG 50) was merged with the 
Department of Manpower and Immigration to create Employment and 
Immigration Canada. The newly created Employment and Immigration 
Canada, comprised of the Canada Employment and Immigration Com- 
mission and its allied Department of Employment and Immigration, 
would henceforth be responsible for all federal employment, unemploy- 
ment, and immigration programs in Canada. 


Arrangement and content: This record group is comprised of opera- 
tional central registry files as well as numerous case file series created 
by Employment and Immigration Canada and its predecessor agencies. 
The central registry files contain policy records, research studies, plan- 
ning and evaluation reports, administrative files, and project case files 
detailing Departmental programs and services. The policy and opera- 
tional records document Employment and Immigration Canada’s 
programs, services, and research activities in the employment, 
unemployment, and immigration areas. The record group also includes 
electronic records containing data on such employment creation 
programs as the Canada Manpower Training Program, Canada Works, 
Opportunities for Youth, and the Local Initiatives Program. 


Records of the Canadian Habitat Secretariat: RG 119 
1966-1979 


58.2 metres 


Administrative history: Habitat: the United Nations Conference on 
Human Settlements was held in Vancouver from 31 May to 11 June 
1976. Canadian activity as host and participant was coordinated through 
the Canadian Habitat Secretariat, a separate agency responsible to the 
Minister of State for Urban Affairs (see RG 127). The development of 
Canada’s policy positions on the matters facing the Conference also 
rested with the Secretariat. 


Arrangement and content: The records consist of the administrative 
papers and speeches of the Secretary General for the Canadian Habitat 
delegation, and the records of the Commissioner General of Habitat, the 
senior government official responsible for the Conference. Habitat 
History Files (1975-1976) consist of such items as newspaper clippings, 
Habitat reports, and publications. Central Registry Files (1973-1976) 
of the Canadian Habitat Secretariat also exist, as well as files created on 
an individual basis by officers of the Secretariat. In addition, the record 
group includes the files of An Association in Canada Serving Or- 
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ganizations For Human Settlements (ACSOH) (1972-1979), which 
handled the hosting arrangements for Habitat Forum, the collective 
name for all non-governmental activities related to the Conference. 


Records of the Royal Canadian Mint: RG 120 
1899-1974 


14 metres 


Administrative history: The Royal Canadian Mint has been in opera- 
tion since 1908, when it was established as the Ottawa Branch of the 
Royal Mint in London. It became a fully Canadian enterprise in 1931 and 
operated as a branch of the Finance Department (RG 19) until 1969, 
when it was reconstituted as a Crown corporation reporting to Parlia- 
ment through the Minister of Supply and Services (RG 98). The Mint 
produces and arranges to produce coins for Canada and other countries; 
melts, assays, and refines gold and other metals; buys and sell such 
metals; fabricates and engraves dies for coinage, medals, and official 
seals; and administers various Currency Act, Mint, and Exchange Fund 
regulations. 


Arrangement and content: This record group contains accounting 
records (1907-1973), including wage books (1908-1931) and bullion 
records (1907-1973). It also contains some of the documents of the first 
Deputy Master of the Mint, James Bonar (1899-1907), and records 
created by the Office of the Master of the Mint. 


Records of Canadian Patents and Development Limited: RG 121 
1919-1981 


43 metres 


Administrative history: Canadian Patents and Development Limited 
(CPDL) is a Crown corporation incorporated in 1947 as a wholly owned 
subsidiary of the National Research Council (NRC) (RG 77). It was 
originally created to handle patentable inventions of NRC and other 
government-financed research. By the passage of the Public Servants 
Inventions Act in 1954, CPDL became the prime patenting and licensing 
agency for inventions by public servants; these inventions belong to the 
federal government. 


Arrangement and content: Most of the documentation consists of 
individual files (1926-1981) on inventions, as well as other documents 
dealing with the Committee on Patents (1949-1971) and the Inventions 
Board of the National Research Council (1939-1947). 
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Records of the Commissioner of Official Languages: RG 122 
1970-1984 


7.5 metres 
1 data file 


Administrative history: The Office of the Commissioner of Official 
Languages was created in 1968 on the recommendation of the Royal 
Commission on Bilingualism and Biculturalism (1963-1971). The first 
Official Languages Act (1969), which resulted from this Commission, 
made the Commissioner an indepentent officer who reports directly to 
Parliament. He is to act as the ombudsman who protects all Canadians’ 
language rights, the auditor who ensures that federal departments and 
agencies comply with the requirements of the Act, and the promoter who 
encourages equal status for both official languages through his efforts. 


Arrangement and content: This record group contains correspon- 
dence, reports, and opinions on the Official Languages Act submitted by 
students, public servants, or private citizens. It also contains comments 
sent by children who used the Oh! Canada kit. Other kinds of documents 
deal directly with the Commissioner’s three responsibilities mentioned 
above. Therefore, this group contains complaint and follow-up files, 
Departmental policies and procedures, reports on meetings, conferences, 
workshops, and symposiums, and correspondence on language disputes 
and departmental audits. This group also brings together information on 
liaison policies and programs and promotional material used in protect- 
ing the rights of minority language groups. Records in electronic form 
consist of a survey of second official languages used by graduates in the 
public service, 1976. 


Records of the Canadian Film Development Corporation 
(Telefilm Canada): RG 123 
1961-1976 


1.2 metres 


Administrative history: Also known commercially since 1983 as 
Telefilm Canada, the Canadian Film Development Corporation was 
established in 1967. The objective of the Corporation is to promote the 
development of a feature film industry in Canada through investment in 
production, loans to producers, awards, and advice and assistance in 
distribution and administrative matters. The Canadian Film Develop- 
ment Corporation reports to Parliament through the Department of 
Communications (RG 97). 
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Arrangement and content: The records of the Canadian Film Develop- 
ment Corporation consist of Central Registry Files (1961-1976). The 
majority of these files are of an operational nature and are representative 
of the various activities for which the corporation is responsible. 


Records of the Department of Regional Economic Expansion: RG 124 
1949-1982 


338.6 metres 
3 data files 


Administrative history: The Department of Regional Economic Ex- 
pansion was established in 1969 to consolidate the federal govemment’s 
efforts to alleviate regional disparities and to stimulate economic 
development and employment in disadvantaged areas of Canada. The 
Rural Development Branch of the Department of Forestry and Rural 
Development (RG 39) was the basis for the consolidation, for it ad- 
ministered the Agricultural and Rural Development Act (ARDA), the 
Fund for Rural Economic Development (FRED), and the Maritime 
Marshland Rehabilitation Act. To this core was added the Area Devel- 
opment Agency from the Department of Industry, the Atlantic Develop- 
ment Board, the Experimental Projects Branch (Canada NEWSTART 
Program) from Manpower and Immigration (RG 118 and 27), and the 
Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Act from Agriculture (RG 17). New 
programs initiated included Special ARDA in 1972, which was designed 
to provide aid to areas with high populations of native people, and 
General Development Agreements and Special Area Agreements with 
the provinces and territories. In 1983, the Department of Regional 
Economic Expansion was amalgamated with components of the De- 
partment of Industry, Trade and Commerce (RG 20) to form the Depart- 
ment of Regional Industrial Expansion. 


Arrangement and content: Headquarters Records (1949-1979) 
created by the Department include files from the Office of the Deputy 
Minister (1968-1977), concerning the establishment and reorganization 
of the Department; committees and meetings; and relations with other 
departments, with provinces, and with the private sector. Other Head- 
quarters records are Administrative files (1963-1972), and ARDA files 
created by the Department of Agriculture (1963-1972), covering ARDA 
activity both in general and individual cases. The records include addi- 
tional ARDA material located in Regional Records (1975-1977) created 
in the Western Region. Records from the Atlantic Development 
Board include files created by the Planning Division (1962-1972), and 
others relating to the Conference on Poverty and Opportunity (1965). 
Files created by the Canadian Council on Rural Development (1965- 
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1979) cover administrative subjects as well as plans, activities of the 
Council, research, reports, and studies. Electronic records in this record 
group consist of the New Brunswick NEWSTART quality of life surveys 
for 1971-1973. 


Records of the Supreme Court of Canada: RG 125 
1875-1987 


99.35 metres 
492 microfiches 


Administrative history: The Supreme Court of Canada, consisting of 
the Chief Justice and eight puisne judges, was established in 1875 by the 
Supreme and Exchequer Court Act. Since the abolition of appeals to the 
Judicial Committee of the Privy Council in 1949, the Supreme Court has 
been the highest court for legal issues within federal and provincial 
jurisdiction and the highest court of appeal for both civil and criminal 
cases in Canada. Questions of interpretation of the Constitution, the 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms, the British North America Act, as well 
as issues of federal and provincial jurisdiction may be referred to the 
Supreme Court. 


Arrangement and content: The majority of these records are consecu- 
tively numbered case files for the appeals heard by the Supreme Court 
from 1876 to 1922 and can be found by using the docket books and 
indexes. There are also judges rolls, administrative records, and judge- 
ment books and reports on bills which are indexed alphabetically. 


Records of the Mackenzie Valley Pipeline Inquiry: RG 126 
1970-1977 


15.8 metres 


Administrative history: Under Commissioner Mr. Justice Thomas R. 
Berger, the Mackenzie Valley Pipeline Inquiry investigated the condi- 
tions under which a pipeline might be built down the Mackenzie Valley. 
The Inquiry paid particular attention to the social, economic, and en- 
vironmental impact of such a project on the corridor and on native land 
claims. The Inquiry began in 1974 and reported in 1977. 


Arrangement and content: The records of the Mackenzie Valley 
Pipeline Inquiry are arranged in several series of hearing transcripts, 
exhibits, and administrative files. Because of its many and widely scat- 
tered hearings, and the numerous exhibits it received, the Inquiry’s 
records mirror every aspect of life in the North. 
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Records of the Ministry of State for Urban Affairs: RG 127 
1969-1979 


317.81 metres 
1 data file 


Administrative history: Created in 1971 as a policy development 
agency, the Ministry of State for Urban Affairs (MSUA) sought to 
develop federal policies to enhance the effects of growing urbanization, 
to integrate such urban policies with other federal programs and policies, 
and to coordinate urban development with the provinces and 
municipalities. One highlight of the Ministry’s work was the 1976 
United Nations Conference/Exposition on Human Settlements, held in 
Vancouver and widely referred to as Habitat (RG 119). The Ministry was 
abolished in 1979. Uncompleted projects were transferred to the Canada 
Mortgage and Housing Corporation (RG 56), Transport (RG 12), and 
Public Works (RG 11). 


Arrangement and content: The records include subject files from the 
Office of the Secretary (1972-1978) as well as Central Registry 
Records (1969-1979). The latter are of an administrative and operation- 
al nature, and contain both subject and project files covering such areas 
as urban development, transportation, intergovernment liaison, MSUA 
projects, federal land management policy, minutes of the Executive 
Committee of Urban Affairs, and the Habitat Conference held in Van- 
couver. Three smaller series consist of MSUA studies and reports, issues 
of the bulletin Urbanite, and subject files dealing with various topics that 
fell within the Ministry’s legislative mandate. Another series contains 
files related to MSUA’s involvement in the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Europe (ECE) Seminar on the impact of energy on 
human settlements (held in Ottawa in 1977). Records in electronic form 
consist of data on neighbourhood perceptions in Montreal for 1973- 
1974. 


Records of the Medical Research Council: RG 128 
1954-1983 


193.2 metres 


Administrative history: The Medical Research Council was originally 
an autonomous subsidiary of the National Research Council (RG 77) 
from 1960 to 1969. At this time, it was designated as a departmental 
Crown corporation within the meaning and purpose of the Financial 
Administration Act. The Council’s primary function is to promote and 
support research in the health sciences in Canada. To do this, the Council 
maintains a program of support to research trainees and investigators, to 
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research programs in Canadian universities, hospitals and related institu- 
tions, and to promotional activities designed to stimulate new research 
efforts. It is also responsible for administering the Queen Elizabeth II 
Research Fund. The Council consists of 21 members appointed by the 
Govermor-in-Council, and reports to Parliament through the Minister of 
National Health and Welfare (RG 29). 


Arrangement and content: Records in this record group include central 
registry files relating mainly to liaison functions, grant files, administra- 
tive and subject files, committee minutes, research files, operational 
reports, and grant committee award files. There are many grant files on 
individual researchers, including applications, reports on finished re- 
search, evaluations, and requests for extensions. Another significant 
series consists of the correspondence, speeches, reports, and research 
material from the first fulltime President of the Council, Dr. G. Malcolm 
Brown (1965-1977). The Grant Committee files contain information on 
the activities of the five grant committees: Clinical Metabolism En- 
docrinology and Nephrology, Molecular Biology, Microbiology and 
Pathology, Metabolism and Endocrinology, and Psychology. There are 
also cooperation and liaison files relating to the Council’s relations with 
agencies and departments such as National Defence, the World Health 
Organization, and the Ontario Ministry of Health. 


Records of the Science Council of Canada: RG 129 
1947-1978 


70.1 metres 
3 data files 


Administrative history: The Science Council of Canada was es- 
tablished in 1966. The Council assesses the scientific and technological 
resources of the federal government as well as Canada’s national scien- 
tific requirements and potentialities. The Council is also responsible for 
increasing public awareness of scientific and technological issues and 
opportunities and the interdependence between government, industry, 
universities, and citizens in the development and application of science 
and technology. To fulfil these responsibilities, the Council creates 
temporary study cells which conduct specialized studies and inquiries 
whose results are made available to the public. 


Arrangement and content: The records consist of Council meeting 
files and documentation created and collected during the preparation of 
Council studies of the computing sciences, earth sciences, psychology, 
climate, and population; energy, mathematics, health sciences, policies 
and poisons, northem development, knowledge, power, and public 
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policy; policy objectives for basic research, industrial research, and 
environmental impact. Electronic records in this record group pertain 
to the education-employment adjustment processes of Canadian 
graduates in the physical sciences during the late 1950s to 1960s and a 
survey of university graduates in the mathematical sciences in 1975. 


Records of the Northern Pipeline Agency: RG 130 
1977-1978 


4 metres 


Administrative history: Following the 1968 discovery of oil and gas at 
Prudhoe, Alaska, both Canada and the United States entered into 
negotiations to determine the best means of bringing those resources to 
southern markets. In 1977, the two countries signed an agreement to 
construct a pipeline through Canada. Subsequently, the Northern 
Pipeline Agency (NPA) was established to implement the agreement. 
Receiving federal powers previously invested in Indian and Northem 
Affairs (RG 22), Energy, Mines and Resources (RG 21), and the Nation- 
al Energy Board (RG 99), the NPA became the central regulatory body 
for controlling the social, economic, and environmental impact of the 
pipeline. 

Arrangement and content: Arranged in a single series, the Office of 
the Northern Pipeline Commissioner, Registry Records (1977-1978), 
the records of the Northern Pipeline Agency and its predecessor, the 
Northern Pipeline Commission, document the role of the federal govern- 
ment in the construction of the pipeline for the years 1977-1978. 


Records of the Ministry of State for Social Development: RG 131 
1978-1982 


10.2 metres 


Administrative history: The Ministry of State for Social Development 
was Created in June 1980 under the Ministers of State Act. Its specific 
mandate was to "formulate and develop new and comprehensive policies 
in relation to the activities of the government of Canada that affect the 
welfare of the individual and social development." This so-called "super 
ministry" supported the Minister of State for Social Development who 
through the Cabinet Committee on Social Development was responsible 
for planning and coordinating social policies and related priorities across 
all relevant federal government departments. In 1984, as part of federal 
government reorganization, the Ministry of State for Social Develop- 
ment was disbanded. 
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Arrangement and content: This record group contains operational and 
subject central registry files of the Consultative Group on Métis and 
Non-Status Indians as well as office files of the Special Assistant to the 
Minister. The former files concern joint provincial government and 
native associations’ discussions on socio-economic development, while 
the latter files largely consist of reports and studies on various Canadian 
social development organizations such as the Native Council of Canada, 
Constitutional Review Commission, Acadia Student Union, and various 
Canadian universities. 


Records of the National Museums of Canada: RG 132 
1881-1983 


18.6 metres 
3 data files 


Administrative history: The National Museums of Canada (NMC) was 
a Crown corporation established in 1968 by the National Museums Act. 
It incorporated within a single administration seven organizational ele- 
ments: the National Gallery of Canada; the National Museum of Man, 
the Canadian War Museum; the National Museum of Natural Sciences; 
the National Museum of Science and Technology, the National Aviation 
Museum; the National Programmes Branch; the Corporate Management 
Branch; and the Corporate Services Branch. The NMC reported to 
Parliament through the Minister of Communications (RG 97), and was 
charged with the task of demonstrating the products of nature and the 
works of man, with special but not exclusive reference to Canada, so as 
to promote interest therein throughout Canada and to disseminate 
knowledge thereof. The NMC was declared defunct in 1987, and its 
responsibilities were transferred to the component museums and the 
Department of Communications. 


Arrangement and content: At present, these records are from only one 
of the national museums, the National Museum of Natural Sciences. One 
series includes the field notebooks and correspondence of early 
botanists, while another consists of the field notebooks of noted ver- 
tebrate palaeontologists. The record group also contains operational files 
of the Museum (1964-1983); these files cover such topics as the 
Museum’s relationship to provincial museums, federal government 
departments, various groups and associations, and its role in a number 
of committees (such as the International Committee on Museums). 
Electronic records consist of an inventory of North American Salix 
(1966-1977), and a valid species records file for 1968-1979. 
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Records of the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of 
Canada: RG 133 
1978, 1981 


2 data files 


Administrative history: The Social Sciences and Humanities Research 
Council (SSHRC) was created in 1977. In 1978, it took over the 
programs previously administered by the Humanities and Social Scien- 
ces Division of the Canada Council (RG 63). The SSHRC administers 
federal funds for university-based research and other scholarly activity. 
It is primarily a grant-giving body, and its mandate is to promote and 
assist research and scholarship in the social sciences and humanities, and 
to advise the Minister on issues relevant to research directed to the 
Council’s attention. 


Arrangement and content: Holdings in this record group are in 
electronic form and consist of a survey of Canadian Archives for 1978 
and a survey of Canadian law professors in 1981. 


Records of Eldorado Nuclear Limited: RG 134 
1932-1982 


63 metres 


Administrative history: Eldorado Gold Mines Limited staked its first 
mineral claims on Great Bear Lake in the Northwest Territories in 1930. 
By 1933, the company had begun to mine pitchblende ore at Port 
Radium which it transported to its radium refinery at Port Hope, Ontario. 
The company’s mine, refinery, and transportation subsidiary, Northern 
Transportation Company Limited, were nationalized by the Canadian 
government in 1944, 


The company’s first mine shaft at Beaverlodge, Saskatchewan, 
was completed in 1952, one year before the company obtained its second 
wholly owned subsidiary, Eldorado Aviation Limited. During the 1950s 
the company reported to Parliament through the Minister of Munitions 
and Supply, Defence Production, and Trade and Commerce. When the 
Department of Energy, Mines and Resources was created in 1966, 
Eldorado reported through its minister. Eldorado was privatized in 1985. 
The records of Eldorado Nuclear Limited are closely related to the 
records of the Atomic Energy Control Board (RG 60); the AECB deals 
with national security and health and safety aspects of nuclear subs- 
tances. 
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Arrangement and content: The records of Eldorado Nuclear Limited 
are primarily contained in three series. The corporate records (1932- 
1975), relate to all aspects of the company’s activities. The records of 
various senior management personnel are contained in the administra- 
tion series (1937-1981). Senior personnel maintained a separate filing 
system and these records augment the historical record of the activities 
of the company. In 1976, Eldorado created a historical project to locate 
and review sources relating to the history of the company. All aspects of 
the company’s history are covered by the contents of the files. Of 
particular note are the files created in 1945 when J. Grant Glassco was 
appointed by the Minister of Munitions and Supply, to investigate all 
Eldorado activities. Other records provide detailed information on the 
company’s uranium mining operation at Beaverlodge (1953-1982). 


Records of the Canadian Wheat Board: RG 135 
1948-1974 


.9 metre 
92 data files 


Administrative history: The Board of Grain Supervisors (established 
in 1917) and the first Canadian Wheat Board (established in 1919) were 
the first federal marketing agencies for prairie wheat. These organiza- 
tions were disbanded in 1920. During the depression of the 1930s, the 
federal government again intervened in prairie grain marketing by es- 
tablishing the Canadian Wheat Board in 1935. In 1949, the Wheat 
Board’s jurisdiction was expanded to include oats and barley. 


Arrangement and content: The electronic records in this record group 
contain information which dates from 1952 to 1983 on the subjects of 
wheat acreage and yields, rail transportion of grain, grain storage, and 
individual grain producers. This record group contains a series of textual 
records produced by the Office of the Secretary between 1948 and 1974. 
The textual records are maintained in the Winnipeg Federal Records 
Centre. In order to use this material, the Government Archives Division 
in Ottawa must be contacted to obtain correct references and guidelines 
to possible services. 
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Records of the Pacific Pilotage Authority: RG 136 
1904-1970 


.3 metre 


Administrative history: The New Westminster Pilotage Authority was 
formed in 1879. The chairman and commissioners were appointed by 
Order-in-Council on the recommendation of the Minister of Marine 
(later the Minister of Transport). It was responsible for providing pilot 
service for the port and surrounding coast of New Westminster, British 
Columbia. It became part of the British Columbia Pilotage Authority 
(now the Pacific Pilotage Authority), a Crown corporation, in 1970. 


Arrangement and content: The records consist of three minute books 
and one folder giving the boundaries of the New Westminster pilotage 
district at the various stages of its development. These records are 
maintained in the Vancouver Federal Records Centre. The Government 
Archives Division in Ottawa must first be contacted to obtain correct 
references and guidelines to possible services. 


Records of the Canadian Unity Information Office: RG 137 
1977-1985 


44.5 metres 
41 data files 


Administrative history: The Canadian Unity Information Office 
(CUIO) was established under the Secretary of State in 1977 (respon- 
sibility was transferred to the Minister of Justice in 1978) as an informa- 
tion centre to counteract the "subversive propaganda” generated by the 
Parti québecois government in the period leading up to the referendum 
in Quebec in 1980. CUIO’s mandate was to gather, develop, and dis- 
tribute information on Canadian federalism and federal programs and 
services, to guide and advise private groups and federal departments and 
agencies in coordinating components of their information programs 
relating to national unity. Shortly after the Conservative government 
came to power in the fall of 1984, it decided to terminate the mandate of 
CUIO as of 31 March 1985S. 


Arrangement and content: The records include correspondence, re- 
search material, public opinion polls and surveys, data, reports, and 
material on conferences, committees, and media coverage. They relate 
to a wide variety of topics including: constitutional issues, the Quebec 
referendum, Western Canadian attitudes, attitudes of francophones out- 
side the province of Quebec, and related matters affecting national unity, 
as well as records on federal government programs and services, the use 
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of national symbols, media surveys, exhibitions, special events, and the 
history of the CUIO. Much of the survey and opinion poll data exists in 
electronic form. 


Records of the National Library of Canada: RG 138 
1947-1981 


42.9 metres 


Administrative history: The National Library of Canada (NLC) 
originated with the Canadian Bibliographic Centre, established in May 
1950. Following the recommendations of the Royal Commission on 
National Development in the Arts, Letters and Sciences, 1949-1951 (the 
Massey Commission), the NLC was formally created in June 1952. The 
NLC now operates under the provisions of the National Library Act of 
1969 and reports to Parliament through the Minister of Communications 
(RG 97). The mandate of the National Library is to ensure that Canada’s 
published heritage is preserved and made available to all Canadians. The 
Library collects and promotes the Canadian literary heritage by 
cataloguing the nation’s publications to facilitate their retrieval, 
availability, and use; by providing reference, information, and referral 
services; and by coordinating and participating in national and inter- 
national library programs and activities. 


Arrangement and content: The records contain registry and non- 
registry files created in the Public Services Branch of the National 
Library, and include registry files created in the Office of the Director 
and Assistant Director of the Branch. These records document the 
growth and expansion of public services in the Library since the 1950s, 
especially with the use of automated systems. The record group also 
contains operational files from the Office of the National Librarian 
(1966-1980), the Cataloguing Branch (1968), the Public Services 
Branch (1970-1978), the Collection Development Branch (1970-1979), 
the Director General (1962-1981), General Administration records 
(1973-1974), and Canadian Library Association material (1947-1970). 


Records of the Canadian Hydrographic Service: RG 139 
1948-1979 


4 metres 


Administrative history: The Canadian Hydrographic Service (CHS) 
was established in 1883 to conduct hydrographic surveys and to publish, 
maintain, and distribute navigational charts, sailing directions, and tide 
tables needed to permit safe and efficient navigation in all navigable 
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Canadian waters. Since its inception, the Service has come under the 
mandate of a number of different government departments but it has 
always maintained a separate identity. When first established, the CHS 
was under the authority of the Department of Marine and Fisheries (RG 
23) where it remained until 1910 when it was transferred to the Depart- 
ment of Naval Service (RG 24). With the creation of the Department of 
Mines and Resources in 1936, the CHS was placed under its jurisdiction 
(and that of its many successors, see RG 21). In 1971, it was transferred 
to the newly created Department of the Environment (RG 108), and 
again in 1979 to the Department of Fisheries and Oceans (RG 23). 


Arrangement and content: There are three series of records: the Ships 
Logs (1905-1967), Fieldbooks (1883-1909), and Registry Files (1938- 
1965), as well as two groups of records which were collected from 
separate units within the Service. The Arctic Data Section (1948-1962), 
includes mostly published materials (charts, reports, articles, etc.) on a 
broad spectrum of topics related to the North. The Marine Sciences 
Branch (1962-1979), consists of reports from the CHS manuscript series 
on descriptive, theoretical, and methodological issues in oceanography, 
hydrography, and limnology. 


Records of the Canadian Livestock Feed Board: RG 140 
1962-1973 


3.3 metres 


Administrative history: The Canadian Livestock Feed Board is a 
Crown corporation which reports to Parliament through the Minister of 
Agriculture (RG 17). The Board was created by the Livestock Feed 
Assistance Act of 1967. Its principal objectives are to ensure the 
availability of feed grain in eastern Canada and British Columbia, the 
availability of adequate grain storage space in eastern Canada, and the 
reasonable stability and fair equalization of feed grain prices in eastern 
Canada, British Columbia, the Yukon, and Northwest Territories. The 
Board allots subsidies to assist in the transportation of feed grain under 
the Feed Freight Equalization Program. It also studies feed grain require- 
ments and advises the Minister on the availability of feed grain storage 
facilities and on all questions related to the price of feed grain. Data on 
domestic feed grain prices, shipments, and markets are published. The 
Board’s functions were closely related to those of the Canadian Federa- 
tion of Agriculture, the Canadian Grains Council, the Board of Grain 
Commissioners (RG 80), and the Canadian Wheat Board (RG 135). 
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Arrangement and content: Central registry files comprise the records 
of the Canadian Livestock Feed Board. Records dating from 1962 to 
1966 deal with the Winnipeg Grain Exchange and the allocation of 
responsibility for feed grain administration in the federal government. 
Records created between 1967 and 1973 document meetings of the 
Board’s Advisory Committee as well as labour disputes affecting grain 
handling. 


Records of the Standards Council of Canada: RG 141 
1970-1984 


17.4 metres 


Administrative history: The Standards Council of Canada Act was 
passed in 1970 to foster and promote voluntary standardization in fields 
relating to the construction, manufacture, quality, performance, and 
safety of buildings, structures, manufactured articles, products and other 
goods, not expressly provided by law as a means of advancing the 
national economy, benefiting the health, safety, and welfare of the 
public, assisting and protecting consumers, facilitating domestic and 
international trade, and furthering international cooperation in the field 
of standards. Between 1970 and 1984 the Standards Council of Canada, 
while not an agent of Her Majesty, was funded by government appro- 
priations. In 1984, the Standards Council of Canada became a Crown 
corporation. 


Arrangement and content: The records consist of central registry files 
which include minutes of the Executive Committee, advisory and sector 
committees, and general operational records. 


Records of the Law Reform Commission of Canada: RG 143 
1973-1975 


2 data files 


Administrative history: The Law Reform Commission of Canada was 
established to study and review Canadian legislation systematically and 
continuously. Under an act of Parliament which came into force by 
proclamation on 1 June 1971, this permanent body was given the man- 
date to improve, modernize, and reform the laws and regulations that 
make up Canada’s legal system. The Commission seeks to eliminate 
anachronisms, anomalies, and obsolete regulations, and also to reconcile 
differences and conflicts between the formulation and application of the 
law. In formulating legal methods and concepts to ensure that the law 
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reflects changes in society and the individuals composing it, the Com- 
mission seeks to reflect the distinctive concepts and institutions of the 
common law and civil law systems in Canada. 


Arrangement and content: This record group consists of two data 
files, each containing a series of questionnaires sent to Crown attorneys 
and defence lawyers across the country. Among other things, these 
consultations led to recommendations promoting the abolition of 
preliminary hearings and the adoption of a formal system of rules and 
procedures for discovery. 


Subject Index to Record Groups 


Cultural and Communication Records 

RG 3 Post Office 

RG 37 = National Archives of Canada 

RG41 Canadian Broadcasting Corporation 

RG 53 _—National Film Board 

RG 63 Canada Council 

RG 69 Centennial Commission 

RG71 Expo’ 67 

RG 72 Canadian Government Exhibition Commission 

RG 94 _ =‘ Information Canada 

RG 97 Communications 

RG 100 Canadian Radio-Television and Telecommunications 
Commission 

RG 123 Canadian Film Development Corporation 

RG 132 National Museums of Canada 

RG 133 Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council 

RG 137 Canadian Unity Information Office 

RG 138 National Library of Canada 


External Affairs Records 

RG7 Governor General’s Office 

RG 25 ___Extemal Affairs 

RG 51 _ Intemational Joint Commission 
RG 74 __Extemal Aid Office 


Financial Records 
RG 16 National Revenue — Taxation 
RG 19 __— Finance 
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RG 54 Comptroller of the Treasury 
RG55__ Treasury Board 

RG 58 Auditor General 

RG75 Economic Council of Canada 
RG 120 Royal Canadian Mint 


Public Works and Economic Records 

RG 11 __ Public Works 

RG 20 Trade and Commerce 

RG 31 Statistics Canada 

RG 34 National Capital Commission 

RG 40 Insurance 

RG 62 Loto Canada/Sports Pool 

RG 64 Wartime Prices and Trade Board 
RG65 Canadian Commercial Corporation 
RG 67 Export Development Corporation 
RG 79 Tariff Board 

RG95___ Corporations Branch 

RG 103 Consumer and Corporate Affairs 
RG 104 Bankruptcy Branch 

RG 105 Patents, Trademarks, Copyrights, and Industrial Designs 
RG 107 Administrator, Anti-Inflation Act 
RG 110 Combines Investigation Branch 
RG 115 Food Prices Review Board 

RG 121 Canadian Patents and Development Limited 
RG 124 Regional Economic Expansion 
RG 141 Standards Council of Canada 

RG 144 Trade Negotiations Office 


Administration of Justice 

RG 13 Justice 

RG 18 Royal Canadian Mounted Police 

RG 73 _ Solicitor General 

RG 125 Supreme Court of Canada 

RG 143 Law Reform Commission of Canada 


Military Records 

RG8 __ British Military and Naval Records 
RG9 = Militia and Defence 

RG 24 National Defence 

RG 28 Munitions and Supply 

RG 38 Veterans Affairs 
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RG 44 __— National War Services 

RG 49 _ Defence Production 

RG 57 _ Emergency Measures Organization 

RG 61 Allied War Supplies Corporation 

RG 83 Defence Construction Limited 

RG 117 Office of the Custodian of Enemy Property 


Mineral and Energy Resources Records 
RG21__ Energy, Mines and Resources 
RG 60 Atomic Energy Control Board 
RG 81 Dominion Coal Board 

RG 86 Mines Branch 

RG 87 Mineral Resources Branch 
RG 99 __— National Energy Board 

RG 134 Eldorado Nuclear Limited 


Natural Resources and Scientific Research Records 
RG 15 Interior 

RG17_ Agriculture 

RG 23 Fisheries and Oceans 

RG 39 _ Forestry 

RG77_ National Research Council 

RG 80 Canadian Grain Commission 

RG 84 __ Parks Canada 

RG 89 Water Resources Branch 

RG90__— National Battlefields Commission 
RG 92 Geographical Branch 

RG 93 Atmospheric Environment Service 
RG 102 Science and Technology 

RG 108 Environment Canada 

RG 109 Canadian Wildlife Service 

RG 128 Medical Research Council 

RG 129 Science Council of Canada 

RG 135 Canadian Wheat Board 

RG 140 Canadian Livestock Feed Board 


Northern Records 

RG 22 Indian Affairs and Northern Development 
RG78 Northern Ontario Pipeline Corporation 
RG 85___ Northern Affairs Program 

RG91 Yukon Territorial Records 

RG 96 Northern Canada Power Corporation 
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RG 126 


Mackenzie Valley Pipeline Inquiry 


RG 130 Northern Pipeline Agency 


Parliamentary and State Records 


RG 1 
RG 2 
RG4 


RG5 


RG 6 
RG 14 
RG 32 
RG 33 
RG 35 
RG 36 
RG 47 
RG 58 
RG 59 
RG 68 
RG 98 
RG 101 
RG 111 
RG 112 
RG 113 
RG 122 


Executive Council 
Privy Council Office 


Provincial and Civil Secretaries’ Offices: Quebec, Lower 


Canada, and Canada East 


Provincial and Civil Secretaries’ Offices: Upper Canada and 


Canada West 

Secretary of State 

Parliament 

Public Service Commission 

Royal Commissions 
Interdepartmental Committees 
Boards, Offices, and Commissions 
Federal-Provincial Conferences 
Auditor General 

Electoral Boundaries Commission 
Registrar General 

Supply and Services 

Crown Assets Disposal Corporation 
Public Service Staff Relations Board 
Bilingual Districts Advisory Board 
Chief Electoral Officer 
Commissioner of Official Languages 


Social Development and Citizenship Records 


RG 10 
RG 22 
RG 26 
RG 27 
RG 29 
RG 50 
RG 56 
RG 76 
RG 82 
RG 106 
RG 116 
RG 118 
RG 119 
RG 127 


Indian Affairs 

Indian Affairs and Northern Development 
Citizenship and Immigration 

Labour 

National Health and Welfare 
Unemployment Insurance Commission 
Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation 
Immigration Branch 

Immigration Appeal Board 

Office of the Co-ordinator, Status of Women 
Company of Young Canadians 
Employment and Immigration 

Canadian Habitat Secretariat 

Urban Affairs 
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RG 131 Ministry of State for Social Development 

RG 145* Canada Labour Relations Board 
* This is a newly created record group for which no 
description is yet available. 


Surveying Records 

RG45__ Geological Survey of Canada 
RG 48 Dominion Observatories 

RG 88 Surveys and Mapping Branch 
RG 89 Water Resources Branch 

RG 139 Canadian Hydrographic Service 


Transportation Records 

RG 12 __ Transport 

RG 30 Canadian National Railways 

RG 42 Marine Branch 

RG 43 Railways and Canals 

RG 46 Canadian Transport Commission 
RG 52. St. Lawrence Seaway Authority 
RG 66 Canada Ports Corporation 

RG 70 Air Canada 

RG 136 Pacific Pilotage Authority 


Alphabetical Index to Record Groups 


Agency Record Group 
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Appendix 


Publications 


The following publications were produced by the Government Archives 
Division and its predecessors, the Public Records Division, the Federal 
Archives Division, and the Machine Readable Archives Division. They 
can be obtained free of charge, subject to availability, upon request from 
Marketing and Distribution, National Archives of Canada, 344 Wel- 
lington Street, Room 136, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada, K1A ON3. 


RG10_ Records Relating to Indian Affairs. Ottawa, 1975. 

RG 20 _ Records of the Department of Trade and Commerce. Ottawa, 
1977. 

RG 27 Records of the Department of Labour. Ottawa, 1988. 

RG 31 Records of Statistics Canada. Ottawa, 1977. 

RG 33 Records of Federal Royal Commissions, Volume 1: 
Series 33/1 to 33/75. Ottawa, 1989. 

RG 39 Records of the Canadian Forestry Service. Ottawa, 1982. 

RG 43 Records of the Department of Railways and Canals. Ottawa, 
1986. 

RG 46 Records of the Canadian Transport Commission. Ottawa, 
1984. 

RG 55 _ Records of the Treasury Board. Ottawa, 1977. 

RG 69 Records of the Centennial Commission of Canada. Ottawa, 
1979. 

RG 81 Records of the Dominion Coal Board. Ottawa, 1981. 

RG 84 Records of Parks Canada. Ottawa, 1985. 

RG 88 Records of the Surveys and Mapping Branch. Ottawa, 1979. 

RG 115 Records of the Food Prices Review Board. Ottawa, 1979. 

RG 126 Records of the Mackenzie Valley Pipeline Inquiry. Ottawa, 
1980. 


Major Accessions, 1974/75. Ottawa, 1975. 
Major Accessions, 1975/76. Ottawa, 1977. 
Major Accessions, 1976/77. Ottawa, 1977. 
Major Accessions, 1977/78. Ottawa, 1978. 
Accessions, 1978/79. Ottawa, 1979. 
Accessions, 1979/80. Ottawa, 1980. 
Accessions, 1980/81. Ottawa, 1981. 
Accessions, 1981/82. Ottawa, 1982. 
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Accessions, 1982/83. Ottawa, 1983. 

Accessions, 1983/84. Ottawa, 1984. 

Accessions, 1984/85. Ottawa, 1985. 

Accessions, 1985/86. Microfiche. Ottawa, 1986. 

Accessions, 1986/87. Microfiche. Ottawa, 1987. 

General Guide Series: Government Archives Division. Ottawa, 1991. 


General Guide Series 1983: Machine Readable Archives Division. 
Ottawa, 1984. 


Machine Readable Archives: Alcohol, Drug and Tobacco Use Data 
Files. Ottawa, 1982. 


Machine Readable Archives Bulletin. Ottawa, began in 1983. (Now 
called Machine Readable Records Bulletin) 


Machine Readable Archives: Catalogue of Holdings. Ottawa, 1981. 


Machine Readable Archives: Recreation and Leisure Data Files, 
Ottawa, 1983. 


Material Relevant to British Columbia Labour History in RG 27, 
Canada Department of Labour Records. Ottawa, 1975. 


Sources for the Study of Canada’s National Parks. Ottawa, 1979. 
Sources for the Study of the Canadian North. Ottawa, 1980. 


Sources for the Study of the Second World War. Ottawa, 1979. 


The following publication may be obtained by writing to Canada 
Communication Group — Publishing, Supply and Services Canada, 
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada, K1A 0S9. 


A Catalogue of Census Returns on Microfilm 1666-1881. Canada: 
$10.00; Other Countries: $12.00. 
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